
 

 

201st ‘Toronto Light Infantry’ 1916 - 1917 (Disbanded) 
 
The 201st (Toronto Light Infantry) Battalion was authorized to be raised and mobilized at Toronto under 
General Order 69 of July 15th 1916 under command of Lieutenant-Colonel E.W. Hagarty 
(Lieutenant-Colonel Hagarty was the senior Lieutenant for M.D. No.2 Corps of School Cadet Instructors 
and was the C.O. of the No.48 Toronto Collegiate Cadet Corps. The 201st Battalion however was unable to 
attract enough recruits to sail to England as an independent battalion and was therefore disbanded in 
Canada and the volunteers reassigned to the 170th and 198th (Toronto) Battalions to bring these up to 
strength prior to these sailing for England in March 1917. The 201st Canadian Infantry Battalion was 
carried on the rolls of the CEF until being disbanded July 12th 1918 under General Order 98 of August 1st 
1918.  
 
The regimental numbers block for the 201st Canadian Infantry Battalion was 228001 - 231000. 
 

Badges by G.F. Hemsley 
 

Other ranks 

 
201-11-102   Cap                    Blackened/brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 

 
201-12-102   Collar                Blackened/brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 

Hemsley souvenir private purchase? 

 
201-11-104   Cap                  Pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 



 

 

 
201-12-104   Collar              Pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
201-14-106   Numeral          Copper. By P.W. Ellis. Not Maker marked 

 
201-14-108   Numeral          Brown finish 201. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’ 

 
201-15-110    Numeral         Gilding metal. By Caron Bros.  Not Maker marked 
 

Officers 
 
201-11-112   Cap                 Pickled with silver wash on ‘201‘. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 
201-12-112   Collar             Pickled with silver wash on ‘201‘. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 

Bandsman (?) 
 
201-11-114   Cap                 Silver plated collar braised to pickled cap badge. Lug fasteners. Not  
marked. 

 
201-12-114   Collar             Gilt on silver plate. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 

Eaton’s Stores ‘Sweetheart’ badges 
 
Sweetheart or souvenir badges were very popular amongst wives and mothers with husbands and sons 
serving with the CEF. These were produced both in Canada and England in various materials including 
gold, silver and often with elaborate multi-colour enamels. T.E. Eaton’s stores sold a series of cap badge 
size badges mostly fitted with pin fasteners but occasionally with lugs, as souvenir pieces. These are 
believed to have been produced by Caron Bros. Montreal.  



 

 

 
701-11-120   Cap size ’sweetheart’ badge. Pickled finish. White metal centre. Pin fastener. Not marked 
 

202nd ‘Edmonton Sportsmen’ Bn. 5th Division 1916 - 1918  
 
The 202nd (Edmonton Sportsman) Battalion raised by the 101st Edmonton Fusiliers with mobilization 
headquarters at Edmonton under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916. The regiment had previously 
contributed 1247 volunteers to the 9th Battalion on its formation at Camp Valcartier in August 1914 and 
later raised the 66th and 138th Battalions. The 202nd Battalion embarked for England November 24th 1916 
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel P.E. Bowen (19th Alberta Dragoons), with a strength of 27 officers 
and 746 other ranks where in February 1917 it was assigned  to the 13th Infantry Brigade, 5th Canadian 
Division in England. In February 1918 the 5th Division was disbanded each of the 11 remaining battalions, 
(the 199th having previously been absorbed into the 23rd Reserve Battalion), were ordered to send a drafts 
of 100 men each to the units in the field and the remainder were absorbed into the Reserve Battalions. The 
202nd Battalion being absorbed into the 9th Reserve. The 202nd Canadian Infantry Battalion was 
disbanded effective February 18th 1918 under General Order 82 of June 1st 1918. The regimental numbers 
block for the 202nd Canadian Infantry Battalion was 231001 - 234000. 
 

Initial issues(?) 
 
A series of similar badges were produced for the 63rd, 66th, 138th 151st; 194th, 202nd, 218th and 233rd 
Battalions all mobilized at Edmonton. All are rare and are thought issued on the formation of the various 
battalions prior to battalion badges being authorized. The maker is believed to be Jackson Bros.  
 
702-11-102   Cap                   Brown finish. Lugs or pin fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
702-12-102   Collar                Brown finish. Lugs or pin fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Badges by Jackson Bros. 
 

Other ranks 

 
702-11-104   Cap                   Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 



 

 

 
702-12-104   Collar                Pickled finish. N/S Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
702-12-106   Collar                Pickled finish. E/W Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
702-14-104   Title                  Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Jackson Bros 
 

NCOs  

 
702-14-108   Title                  Pickled finish. Pin fastener. Marked ‘Jackson Bros’ 
 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
702-14-110   Numeral         Gilding metal. By Caron Bros not maker marked. 
 

Officers 

 
702-11-112   Cap                Gilt finish. Pin fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
702-12-112   Collar            Gilt finish. Pin fastener. Not maker marked 



 

 

 
702-14-112   Title               Gilt finish. Solid ‘CAN/202/ADA’ Lug fasteners. Maker marked 
‘Jackson Bros’ 
 

Badges by Stanley & Aylward.  
 

Other ranks 

 
702-11-114  Cap                  Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
702-12-114   Collar              Pickled (finish polished off). Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Officers 
 
702-11-116   Cap                  Sterling silver. Pin fastener. Maker marked ‘Stanley & Aylward‘ 

 
702-12-116   Collar             Silver. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Stanley & Aylward‘ & ‘Sterling’ 

 
702-12-118   Collar             Silver. Pin fastener. Maker marked ‘Stanley & Aylward‘ & ‘Sterling’ 



 

 

 
Formation patches 

 
 

Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son. Ltd.  
 
Large lettering in the motto ribbons with narrow rifle butt design. Collars with narrow figures in the 
numeral ‘202’. Numerals on the badges do not touch. 
 

Other ranks 

 
702-11-120   Cap                  Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
702-12-120   Collar               Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
702-14-120   Title                 Brown finish. Not currently confirmed) 



 

 

 
702-11-122   Cap                 Blackened finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Officers 
 
702-11-124   Cap                 Gilt finish. Lug fastener. Not maker marked  
 
702-12-124   Collar             Gilt finish. Lug fastener. Not maker marked  

 
702-14-124   Title                 Gilt. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

203rd ‘Winnipeg Rifles’ (Reinforcing) Battalion 1916 - 1917 
 
The 203rd (Winnipeg Rifles) Battalion was recruited and mobilized at Winnipeg by the 90th Winnipeg 
Rifles under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916, the fifth CEF battalion to be raised by this regiment. The 
203rd Battalion embarked for England October 28th 1916 with 32 officers and 957 other ranks under 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel J.E. Hansford (90th Winnipeg Rifles). Preceding the lower numbered 
190th (Winnipeg Rifles) Battalion with a larger compliment of troops. In January 1917 the 203rd Battalion 
merged with the 144th (Winnipeg Rifles) Battalion to form the 18th Reserve Battalion this one of a number 
of reinforcing battalions for Manitoba battalions serving on the Western Front. The 203rd Canadian 
Infantry Battalion was disbanded effective 15th September 1917 under General Order 82 of June 1st 1918. 
The regimental numbers block for the 203rd Canadian Infantry Battalion was 234001 - 237000. 
 

Badges by Birks. 
 

Other ranks 

 
703-11-102   Cap               Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916‘ 



 

 

 
703-12-102   Collar           Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916‘ 
 

NCOs by Birks. 

 
703-11-104   Cap               Brass. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916‘ 

 
703-12-104   Collar           Brass. Pin fastener. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916‘ 
 

Shoulder strap numerals 

 
703-14-106   Numeral         Gilding metal. By Caron Bros. Not maker marked 
 
703-14-108   Numeral         Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’ 
 

NCOs 

 
703-11-110   Cap                Silver plate. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Birks 1916 
 

Officers 



 

 

 
703-11-112   Cap                Silver with blackened devil. Lug fasteners. Marked Birks 1916 
 
703-12-112   Collar            Pickled finish. Solid. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
703-11-114   Cap                Silver with gilt wash on motto and numeral. Maker marked Birks 1916 
 

OVERSEAS 
 

Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son. Ltd.  
 
Only collar badges noted these with framed motto ribbons 
 
703-12-118   Collar                 Blackened/pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

90th Winnipeg Rifles Reinforcing Draft 
 
The 90th Winnipeg Rifles reinforcing draft was authorized under General Order 63 of June 15th 1917 and 
disbanded under General Order 149 of September 15th 1920. 
 
The 203rd Battalion embarked for England October 28th where in January 1917 it merged with the 
144th (Winnipeg Rifles) Battalion to form the 18th Reserve Battalion . 
 

Counterfeit cap badges  
 
The following two counterfeit badges are offered for sale on the United Kingdom eBay site. Note the 
blurred detail, ‘off metal’ and extra metal around the design this not found on the original die struck 
example.  

 
703-11-120   Cap                Cast brass. 
 



 

 

703-11-122   Cap                Pressure cast silver. 
 

204th ‘Toronto Beavers’ (Reinforcing) Battalion 1916 - 1917 
 
The 204th (Toronto Beavers) Battalion was recruited and mobilized at Toronto under General Order 69 of 
July 15th 1916 one of three battalions to be raised primarily by the 10th Regiment Royal Grenadiers. 
Previously this regiment had contributed 401 volunteers to the 3rd Battalion on its formation at Camp 
Valcartier in August 1914 and later formed the 58th and 123rd Battalions. The 204th Battalion embarked 
for England March 28th 1917 under command of Lieutenant-Colonel W.H. Price (Honoury rank), with a 
strength of 27 officers and 789 other ranks. In England the battalion was absorbed into the 8th Reserve 
Battalion. In March 1918 the 8th Reserve Battalion absorbed the 2nd Reserve Battalion this becoming the 
sole reinforcing battalion for the 2nd Central Ontario Regiment providing reinforcements for the 54th, 58th, 
102nd and 116th Battalions serving with the Canadian Corps on the Western Front. Being fully depleted of 
all ranks the 204th Canadian Infantry Battalion was disbanded effective 17th  July 1917 under General 
Order 82 of June 1st 1918.  
 
The regimental numbers block for the 204th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 237001 - 240000. 
 
The 204th Battalion had a brass band of 31 bandsmen and a bugle band of 30. 
 

Badges by P.W. Ellis & Co. Toronto  
 

Other ranks 

 
704-11-102   Cap                Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘P.W. Ellis & Co Ltd’ 

 
704-12-102   Collar             Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘P.W. Ellis & Co Ltd’ 
 
704-11-104   Cap                Blackened/brown finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘P.W. Ellis 1916’ 
 
704-12-104   Collar            Blackened/brown finish. E/W Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘P.W. Ellis 
1916’ 
 

Shoulder numerals 
 
704-14 106   Numeral         Gilding metal. By Caron Bros. Not maker marked 
 
704-14-108   Numeral        Brown finish. By Caron Bros not maker marked (Not reported) 



 

 

 
704-14-110   Numeral         Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’  
 

Officers 
 
704-11-112   Cap                Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘P.W. Ellis 1916’ 
 
704-12-112   Collar             Pickled finish. E/W Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘P.W. Ellis 1916’ 
 
The 204th Battalion embarked for England March 28th 1917 where the battalion was absorbed into 
the 8th Reserve Battalion. 
 

205th ‘Hamilton Tiger’ (Machine Gun Depot) Canada 1916 - 1918 
 
The 205th (Hamilton Tigers) Battalion was recruited and mobilized at Hamilton under General Order 69 of 
July 15th 1916 under command of Lieutenant-Colonel R.R. Moodie (C.A. Honoury rank) as the Canadian 
Depot for the 86th Machine Gun Battalion, this battalion having been designated as the Canadian Machine 
Gun Depot on its arrival in England in May 1916. The 205th Battalion was one of three battalions to be 
raised by the 13th Regiment Hamilton Light Infantry this regiment previously having contributed 181 
volunteers to the 4th Battalion on its formation at Camp Valcartier in August 1914 later raising the 86th 
and 120th Battalions. The 205th Battalion remained in Canada supplying reinforcing drafts to the Machine 
Gun Depot in England this serving as the reserve and training unit for the 1st and 2nd Motor Machine Gun 
Brigades. (The Canadian Machine Gun School served as the reinforcing unit for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
Battalions, Canadian Machine Gun Corps and the Canadian Cavalry Brigade Machine Gun Squadron.); 
both the Machine Gun Depot and the Machine Gun School were located at Seaford Camp. The 205th 
Battalion became a sub-unit within the 2nd Central Ontario Depot on its formation in March 1918 being 
disbanded under General order 98 of August 1st 1918. The regimental numbers block for the 205th 
Canadian Infantry Battalion was 240001 - 243000. 
 
The 205th Battalion had a brass band with 27 musicians and a bugle band of 29.  
 
There was a considerable amount of controversy over the word ‘Hamilton’ being used in the design of the 
badges of the 205th Battalion. The original sketches were sent to the D.A.A. & Q.M.G. of MD. No.2 on 
March 24th 1916 and passed on to Ottawa for approval which was granted April 8th 1916. However a letter 
from the CO of the 120th (City of Hamilton) Battalion written March 28th 1916 objection to the use of the 
word ‘Hamilton’ claiming “the exclusive privilege of using that name.” After much correspondence back 
and forth and proposed changes in the design of the badge the amended designs were not accepted due to 
the original design with the word ‘Hamilton’ having been approved by the Minister on April 8th 1916.  
 

Badges by G.F. Hemsley Co.  

 
705-11-102   Cap               Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 



 

 

 
705-12-102   Collar            Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

NCOs 

 
705-12-104   Collar             Pickled finish. Pin fastener. Not maker marked 
 

Shoulder strap numerals 

 
705-14-106   Numeral           Brown finish. By Caron Bros not maker marked  
 
705-14-108   Numeral           Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’  
 

Bandsman 
 
705-11-110   Cap               Gilt. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
705-12-110   Collar            Gilt. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Officers 
 
705-11-112   Cap               Brown OSD finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
705-12-112   Collar            Brown OSD finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 



 

 

 
705-11-114   Cap                 Silver overlay on pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
705-12-114   Collar             Silver overlay on pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
705-14-114   Title               Pickled, Lion’s head over ‘205’. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Recruiting Poster 
 

 
 

206th ‘Canadiens Francais’ 1916 (Disbanded)  
 
The 206th (Canadiens Francais) Battalion was authorized to be raised in the Counties of Beauharnois, La 
Prairie and Terrebonne in Quebec by the 85th Regiment under command of Lieutenant-Colonel T. 
Pagnuelo (85th Regiment), with mobilization headquarters at Montreal under General Order 69 of July 15th 
1916. The regiment previously having provided 143 volunteers to the 12th Battalion on its formation at 
Camp Valcartier in August 1914. The regiment also provided volunteers for the 57th, 69th and 163rd 
Battalions. The 206th Battalion was unable to attract enough recruits to sail to England as an independent 
battalion and was therefore disbanded in Canada and the volunteers reassigned to the 157th Battalion to 
bring this up to strength prior to its sailing for England. The 206th Canadian Infantry Battalion was carried 
on the rolls of the CEF being disbanded July 12th 1918 under General Order 98 of August 1st 1918.  
 
The regimental numbers block for the 206th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 243001 - 246000. 
 

Badges attributed to Inglis 
 



 

 

The rib cage on the lion is smooth. Collars do not face on this issue. 
 

Other ranks 

 
706-11-102   Cap                 Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
706-12-102   Collar             Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
706-14-104   Numeral        Gilding metal. Maker marked ‘Caron Bros 1916‘ 

 
706-14-106   Numeral        Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’ (Not reported) 
 

Officers 

 
706-11-108   Cap                  Pickled finish. Non-voided. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
706-12-108   Collar              Pickled finish. Pin fastener. Not maker marked  
 
706-11-110   Cap                  Silver on gilt. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked (Not currently 
confirmed) 
 
706-12-110   Collar              Silver on gilt. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

Badges by G.F. Hemsley.  
 
Prominent rib cage on the lion. Collars  face on this issue. 
 

Other ranks 



 

 

 
706-11-112   Cap                Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
706-12-112   Collar             Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not confirmed  
 

Officers 

 
706-11-114   Cap                Oxidized OSD finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
706-12-114   Collar              Oxidized OSD finish not confirmed 

 
706-11-116   Cap                 Silver overlay on pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
706-12-116   Collar              Silver overlay on pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

Private purchase souvenir issue by Hemsley 



 

 

 
706-11-118   Cap                Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
706-12-118   Collar             Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
The 206th Battalion was unable to attract enough recruits to sail to England as an independent 
battalion and was therefore disbanded in Canada and the volunteers reassigned to the 157th 
Battalion to bring this up to strength prior to its sailing for England.  
 

207th ‘Ottawa & Carleton’ (Reinforcing) Battalion 1916 - 1917 
 
The 207th (Ottawa and Carleton) Battalion was recruited in Ottawa and Carleton County with mobilization 
headquarters at Ottawa February 8th 1916 under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916. The battalion was 
raised by the 43rd Duke of Cornwall’s Own Rifles this regiment previously having provided 114 volunteers 
to the 2nd Battalion on its formation at Camp Valcartier in August 1914 and later the 38th Battalion. The 
207th Battalion embarked for England June 2nd 1917 under command of Lieutenant-Colonel C.W. 
McLean (13th Scottish Light Dragoons), with a strength of 27 officers and 652 OR’s where the battalion 
was absorbed into the 6th Reserve Battalion. Being fully depleted of all troops the 207th Canadian Infantry 
Battalion was disbanded effective April 11th 1918 under General Order 82 of June 1st 1918. The 
regimental numbers block for the 207th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 243001 - 248400.  
 
Two patterns of badges were produced for the 207th Battalion. The first issue by Hemsley did not contain 
the word ‘Overseas’ and was withdrawn and replaced with a second authorized ‘OVERSEAS’ pattern by 
Birks this located on the Maple leaf. 
 

Badges by G.F. Hemsley No ‘Overseas’ serif on the figure ‘7’ in the numeral  

 



 

 

707-11-102   Cap                   Voided. Pickled finish. Solid. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
707-12-102   Collar               Voided. Pickled finish. Solid. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

Shoulder strap numerals 

 
707-14-104   Numeral            Gilding metal. By Caron Bros.  
 
707-14-106   Numeral            Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’ (Not reported) 
 

Bandsmen 
 
707-11-108   Cap                   Silver plate. Not maker marked  
 
707-12-108   Collar               Silver plate. Pin fastener. Not maker marked  
 

Cloth shoulder title (Unauthorized) 

 
707-22-110  Cloth Title       ‘CANADA/207‘. Dull red/mauve lettering on black melton 

Officers 

 
707-11-112   Cap                   Pickled finish. Non-voided. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  



 

 

 
707-12-112   Collar               Pickled finish. Non-voided. Lugs or pin fastener. Not maker marked  

 
707-11-114   Cap                   Brown OSD. Non-voided. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
707-12-114   Collar               Brown OSD. Non-voided. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

Badges by Birks (Without Overseas’) 
 

Other ranks 
 
707-11-116   Cap                   Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’ 
 
707-12-116   Collar               Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916 Regd’ 
 

Officers 
 
707-11-120   Cap                   Brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’ 
 
707-12-120   Collar                Brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’ 
 

Second authorized ‘OVERSEAS’ pattern 

 
707-11-122   Cap                   Pickled finish. Flat back. Flat lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
707-12-122   Collar                Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’ 
 

Officers service dress 



 

 

 
707-11-124   Cap                   Brown OSD with silvered numerals. marked ‘Birks Revco 1916’  

 
707-12-124   Collar               Brown OSD with silvered numerals. marked ‘Birks Revco 1916’  
 
707-11-126   Cap                   Silver numeral on pickled. Void. Lug fasteners. Marked ‘Birks Revco 
1916’ 

 
707-12-126   Collar                Silver numeral on pickled. Void. Lug or pin fasteners. Marked ‘Birks 
1916’ 
 

Sweethearts)?) 

 
707-12-128   Collar size             Gilt. Pin fastener. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916 Regd.’ 
 
707-12-130   Collar size             Gilt. Flat back. Pin fastener. No maker marked  
 

Counterfeit cap badges  
 
The cap badges pictured below are counterfeits these offered for sale on the United Kingdom eBay site. 
Note the lack of sharpness and blurred detail, ‘off metals’ and extra metal around the design this not found 



 

 

on the original die struck example.  

         
707-11-130   Cap                   Pressure cast brass.  
 
707-11-132   Cap                   Pressure cast silver.  
 

43rd DUKE OF CORNWALL’S OWN RIFLES REINFORCING DRAFT 
 
The 43rd Duke of Cornwall’s Own Rifles reinforcing draft was authorized under General Order 63 of June 
15th 1917. Being disbanded under General Order 149 of September 15th 1920. The WWI regimental 
badges with a pickled finish by G.F. Hemsley can be considered  CEF issues. The cap badges are slightly 
smaller than the pre WWI Militia pattern with a Tudor crown in place of the Ducal coronet. 
 

Other ranks 

 
707-11-134   Cap                   Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Counterfeit cap badges  
 
The cap badges pictured below are counterfeits these offered for sale on the United Kingdom eBay site. 
Note the lack of sharpness and blurred detail, ‘off metals’ and extra metal around the design this not found 
on the original die struck example.  

         
707-11-130   Cap                   Pressure cast brass.  
 
707-11-132   Cap                   Pressure cast silver.  



 

 

 
The 207th Battalion embarked for England June 2nd 1917 where it was absorbed into the 6th 
Reserve Battalion.  

Recruiting Poster 
 

 
 

208th ‘Canadian Irish’ 1916 - 1918 
 
The 208th (Canadian Irish) Battalion was recruited and mobilized at Toronto February 9th 1916 by the 
110th Irish Regiment under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916. The 110th Irish Regiment was one of a 
number of Militia Regiments raised after the start of WWI. Others include the 55th Irish Canadian Rangers 
and 58th (Westmount) Rifles at Montreal, the 108th Regiment raised at Berlin, renamed Kitchener in 1916, 
and the 109th Regiment also from Toronto. The 110th Irish Regiment also raised the 180th Sportsmen 
Battalion and the 1st Canadian Machine Gun Battalion. The 208th Battalion embarked for England May 
3rd 1917 under command of Lieutenant-Colonel T.H. Lennox (110th Irish Regiment), with a strength of 27 
officers and 686 OR’s ranks. In January 1918 the battalion was split into two drafts one being assigned to 
the 2nd Reserve Battalion and the other to the 8th Reserve Battalion. In February 1918 the 2nd Reserve 
Battalion was absorbed by the 8th Reserve Battalion. The 208th Canadian Infantry Battalion was disbanded 
under General Order 149 of September 15th 1920, but immediately reconstituted as the 2nd (Reserve) 
Battalion the Irish Regiment of Canada. The regimental numbers block for the 208th Canadian Infantry 
Battalion was 249001 - 252000. 
 
The Battalion had a brass band of 31 musicians, a bugle band of 27, and a pipe band with eight pipes and 
thee drummers. 

Badges by G.F. Hemsley.  
 

Other ranks 
 
The cap badges are usually encountered with the pickled finish polished off 



 

 

 
708-11-102   Cap            Pickled finish. (Finish worn) Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
708-12-102   Collar        Natural gilding metal collars of the 110th Regiment  
 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
708-15-104   Numeral       Gilding metal 208. Maker marked ‘Caron Bros 1916’ 
 
708-14-106   Numeral       Brown finish 208. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’ (Not reported) 
 

Officers 
 
Collars of the 110th Regiment pattern 

 
708-11-108   Cap           Brown OSD. finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 



 

 

 
708-12-108   Cap           Brown OSD. finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
708-14-108   Title          Darkened finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
708-14-109   Title          Darkened finish. Lug fasteners. Birks numeral on Tiptaft CANADA 

 
708-11-110   Cap           Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Nor maker marked 

 
708-13-110   Collar       Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
708-11-112   Cap           Pickled finish with silver overlay on harp & 208. Lug fasteners. Not maker 
marked  
 
708-13-112   Collar       Pickled finish with silver overlay on harp & 208. Lug fasteners. Not maker 
marked  



 

 

 
Bandsman (?) 

 
708-11-114   Cap               Gilt finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
708-12-114   Collar            Gilt finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

Pipers (?) 
 
708-11-116    Cap               Silver plate. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
708-12-116   Collar            Silver plate. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked (Not reported) 
 

Officers 
 
708-11-118    Cap               Gilt. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
708-12-118   Collar            Gilt. (Harp pattern. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
708-14-118   Title          Gilt. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Eaton’s Stores ‘Sweetheart’ badges 
 
Sweetheart or souvenir badges were very popular amongst wives and mothers with husbands and sons 
serving with the CEF. These were produced both in Canada and England in various materials including 
gold, silver and often with elaborate multi-colour enamels. T.E. Eaton’s stores sold a series of cap badge 
size badges mostly fitted with pin fasteners but occasionally with lugs, as souvenir pieces. These are 
believed to have been produced by Caron Bros. Montreal.  
 
708-11-120   Sweetheart badge. Pickled finish. Lugs or pin fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
708-11-122   ‘Sweetheart’ badge. Pickled finish. White metal centre. Pin fastener. Not maker marked 
 

Counterfeit cap badges  
 
The cap badges pictured below are counterfeit badges these offered for sale on the United Kingdom eBay 
site. Note the lack of sharpness and blurred detail, ‘off metals’ and extra metal around the design this not 
found on the original die struck examples.  



 

 

         
708-11-124    Cap               Pressure cast brass detail 
 
708-11-126    Cap               Pressure cast silver.  
 

209th ‘Swift Current’ (Reinforcing) Battalion 1916 - 1917 
 
The 209th (Swift Current) Battalion was recruited in Southwestern Saskatchewan with mobilization 
headquarters at Swift Current February 10th 1916 under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916. The battalion 
was raised by the 27th Light Horse this regiment previously having contributed 243 volunteers to the 5th 
Battalion on its formation at Camp Valcartier in August 1914. The 209th Battalion embarked for England 
November 3rd 1916 under command of Lieutenant-Colonel W.O. Smyth (27th Light Horse), with a 
strength of 29 officers and 915 OR’s where in January 1917 it amalgamated with other prairie battalions to 
form the 21st Reserve Battalion. The 209th Canadian Infantry Battalion was disbanded effective June 1st 
1917 under General Order 63 of June 15th 1917.  
 
The regimental numbers block for the 209th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 252001 - 255000. 
 
Two issues of cap badges are noted both apparently from the same obverse die. 
 

Badges by R.J. Inglis Ltd.  
 

Other ranks 

 
709-11-102   Cap                   Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  



 

 

 
709-12-102   Collar               Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

Shoulder strap numerals 

 
709-14-104   Numeral           Brown finished gilding metal by Caron Bros.  
 
709-14-106 Numeral               Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’  
 

Officers  

 
709-11-108   Cap                   Brown OSD finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
709-12-108   Collar               Brown OSD finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
709-11-110   Cap                 Gilt wash on silver finish. Pin fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
709-12-110   Collar             Gilt wash on silver finish. Pin fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

OVERSEAS 
 
Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son. Ltd. Only collar badges with tall narrow figures in the numeral. 



 

 

 
Other ranks 

 
709-12-112   Collar            Blackened/pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
The 209th Battalion embarked for England November 3rd 1916 where in January 1917 amalgamated 
with other prairie battalions to form the 21st Reserve Battalion. 
 

210th ‘Frontiersmen of Western Canada’ (Reinforcing Bn. 1916 - 1917 
 
The 210th (Frontiersmen) Battalion was recruited and mobilized at Moose Jaw under General Order 69 of 
July 15th 1916. The 210th Battalion embarked for England April 11th 1917 with a strength of 18 officers 
and 462 other ranks under command of Lieutenant-Colonel W.E. Seaborn (60th Rifles of Canada). The 
battalion was absorbed into the 19th Reserve Battalion, it is known that a contingent of 86 volunteers from 
the Moose Jaw Frontiersmen had previously joined the PPCLI in August 1914. Being fully depleted of all 
ranks the 210th Canadian Infantry Battalion was disbanded effective September 1st 1917 under GO.82 of 
June 1st 1918.  
 
The regimental numbers block for the 210th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 255001 - 226190 (258000). 
 
The first pattern badges worn were the Frontiersmen pattern. WWI uniforms with collars also worn on the 
shoulder straps. 

 
710-11-102   Slouch Hat        Brass. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 

 
710-12-102   Collar                Brass. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 
710-11-104   Slouch Hat        Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 
710-12-104   Collar                Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 



 

 

710-14-104   Shoulder strap   Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 
The battalion pattern badges ordered through Critchton likely stuck by R.J. Inglis and the enameling 
finished by Critchton. This issue was ordered by the Battalion but objection to its use was made by the 
Senior Officer of the Frontiersmens’ Headquarters  in London, who objected to both the name and use of 
the badge. An extract from a letter dated March 24th 1917 reading “With reference to the use of 
“FRONTIERSMEN” and the Legion badge by the 210th Battalion C.E.F., I have not received a reply from 
Lieutenant-Colonel W.E. Seaborn to my letter of 23rd January 1917, a copy of which is enclosed. I have 
received a report from Legion Captain B. Oxley of Medicine Hat, and under the circumstances I should not 
consider the application from Lieutenant- Colonel Seborn for recognition as a “FRONTIERSMEN” 
Battalion or permission to use the title or Badge of the Legion. Colonel Seaborn is not a member of the 
Legion and has no authority whatever to associate himself with it, and I respectfully suggest for your 
consideration that all signs of the Legion of Frontiersmen from the Title and Badge of the 210th Battalion 
C.E.F., be removed.” 
 
The reply dated April 18th 1917 from Major General W.G. Gwatkin Chief of the General Staff, Canada 
reads “Sir, In answer to your letter dated 24th ultimo: I much regret the annoyance you have been caused 
by the assumption of the sub-title “Frontiersmen” by the 210th Battalion C.E.F. But I think it not unlikely 
that before long the battalion in question will cease to exist as a separate unit. It embarked on the 11th 
instant for England where, I have reason to believe, it will, be broken up, and used for the purpose of 
supplying reinforcements to battalions serving at the front. I have the honour etc.” 
 
It should be remembered that the Battle of Vimy Ridge had just taken place and this martinet in charge of a 
para military entity had taken the time to bother the General Staff regarding the title and badges worn by a 
single reinforcing battalion likely having worked his way up throughout the entire chain of command in 
both Great Britain and Canada. 

Other ranks 

 
710-11-108   Cap                    Bronze and enamels. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 

 
710-12-108   Collar                Bronze and enamels. Flat back. N/S Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 



 

 

 
710-14-108   Title                  Brown finish. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
710-14-112   Numeral        Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’.  
 

NCOs 

 
710-11-114   Cap                Brass and enamels. Pin fastener. Not maker marked. 

 
710-17-114   Collar            Brass and enamels. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Officers 

 
710-11-116   Cap                 Silver plate and enamels. Pin fastener. Not maker marked. 



 

 

 
710-12-116   Collar              Silver plate and enamels. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 

Sweetheart 

 
710-17-118   Collar            Gilt plate and enamels. Flat back. Pin fastener. Not maker marked. 
 
The 210th Battalion embarked for England April 11th 1917 where it was absorbed into the 19th 
Reserve Battalion. 
 

211th ‘Alberta Americans’ (Railway Construction) Bn. 1916 - 1917 
 
The 211th (Alberta Americans) Battalion was recruited in the Western provinces of British Columbia and 
Alberta with mobilization headquarters at Vancouver under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916. 
Volunteers being attested at Victoria, Vancouver and Calgary. The 211th Battalion embarked for England 
December 20th 1916 under command of Lieutenant-Colonel W.M. Sage (103rd Calgary Rifles), with a 
strength of 25 officers and 662 other ranks. On arrival the battalion was absorbed into the Canadian 
Railway Troops Depot at Purfleet merging with the 218th Battalion and drafts of skilled railway troops sent 
from Canada to form the 8th Battalion Canadian Railway Troops. The 8th Battalion Canadian Railway 
Troops embarked for France on April 17th 1917 serving on the Western Front until the Armistice in 
November 1918. The 8th Railway Troops were disbanded along with the rest of the Canadian Railway 
Troops under General Order 196 of November 1st 1920. The 211th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 
disbanded under General Order 149 of September 15th 1920.  
 
The regimental numbers block for the 211th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 258001 - 259033. (These 
numbers apparently used, with the number 261000 listed in parentheses presumably available for use in the 
different cities where the volunteers attested). 
 
Although no documentation is currently located it would appear that the commanding officers of the five 
battalions of expatriate US volunteers, (apparently not all volunteers, were of American birth or domicile); 
corresponded with regard to the formation of an all American infantry brigade to be called the ‘American 
Legion’ with each battalion wearing similar patterns of badges. The files regarding the design and 
authorization of badges for most of the units raised in Military District No.2 are documented in the 
Canadian Archives but unfortunately those for other Military Districts are not known. A sketch of the 
proposed design for the badges of the 213th Battalion (St Catharines) was submitted for approval to the 
A.A.G. & Q.M.G. on April 29th 1916, presumably those for the 211th, 212th and 237th being made at the 
same time to their respective Military District A.A.G. & Q.M.G’s, these with ‘AMERICAN LEGION’ 
motto ribbons. Although badges with the ‘AMERICAN LEGION’ motto were struck for most of the five 
U.S. Volunteer battalions the use of this motto was denied, being replaced in May 1916 with the authorized 
motto ‘ACTA NON VERBA’. Interestingly the motto ‘AMERICAN LEGION‘ had been authorized for the 
97th Battalion in January 1916, but this naming was rescinded in April 1916. An interesting footnote the 
badges of the five American volunteer battalions incorporated the Coat-of-Arms of George Washington as 
the main element of their design. 

American Legion 
 
Pattern or proto-type 211th (‘American Legion) motto badges. Maker not identified  
 
711-11-102   Cap                 Pickled finished. (Reported not confirmed). 
 
711-12-102   Collar             Pickled finished. (Reported not confirmed). 
 



 

 

711-14-102   Title               Elliptical ‘CANADA/211/AMERICAN LEGION’. Lug fasteners 
 

Acta non Verba 
 
Authorized pattern 211th (‘Acta non Verba) motto badges. Blunt Maple leaf, the motto ribbons with small 
lettering. It is reported that the dies were cut by Geo. Lees badges being struck by both P.W.Ellis and 
Hemsley.  

 
711-11-104   Cap                  Pickled finished silver numeral only. Lug fasteners. Not marked. 

 
711-12-104   Collar            Pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 
711-14-104   Title      Gilding metal 211/INF/CANADA. Unit made 
Made up title with cut sheet brass ‘211’ numeral braised over ‘INF’ and voided ‘CANADA’ title. 
 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
711-14-106   Numeral        Gilding metal. By Caron Bros. Not maker marked. 

 
711-14-108   Numeral       Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’.  
 

Officers 

 
711-11-110   Cap         Silver overlay on pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 



 

 

 
711-12-110   Collar    Silver overlay on pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 

 
711-14-110   Title      Silver overlay on pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
711-11-111   Cap         Silver overlay on brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 
711-12-111   Collar      Silver overlay on brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 

Bandsman (?) 

 
711-11-112   Cap             White metal overlays on gilt. Lug fasteners. Not marked. 
 

OVERSEAS 
 
Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son. Ltd. Pointed Maple leaf, the motto ribbons with large lettering. 
 

Other ranks 
 
711-11-114   Cap           Blackened/pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
711-12-114   Collar        Blackened/pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 



 

 

The 211th Battalion embarked for England December 20th 1916 where on arrival was absorbed into 
the Canadian Railway Troops Depot at Purfleet merging with the 218th Battalion and drafts of 
skilled railway troops sent from Canada to form the 8th Battalion Canadian Railway Troops.  
 

212th ‘Manitoba Americans’ 1916 (Disbanded) 
The 212th (Manitoba Americans) Battalion was authorized to be raised in Manitoba with mobilization 
headquarters at Winnipeg under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916 under command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
B.C. Pitman (106th Winnipeg Light Infantry). The 212th Battalion however was unable to attract enough 
recruits to sail to England as an independent battalion and was disbanded in Canada and the volunteers 
reassigned to the 97th Battalion to bring this up to strength prior to its sailing for England September 19th 
1916. The 212th Canadian Infantry Battalion disbanded October 8th 1916 under General Order 114 of 
December 1st 1916. The regimental numbers block for the 212th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 261001 - 
264000 for personnel attested in Winnipeg, and 2,621801 - 2,626800 for volunteers attested at Calgary. 
 

First unauthorized pattern badges with ‘AMERICAN LEGION’ motto ribbon.  
This issue is fitted with very small, narrow copper wire, lug fasteners. 

 
Other ranks 

 
712-11-102   Cap                Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
712-12-102   Collar           Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
712-14-104   Numeral        Gilding metal. By Caron Bros. Not maker marked. 

    
712-14-106   Numeral        Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’ 
 

Officers 



 

 

 
712-11-108   Cap                Gilt finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
712-12-108   Collar           Gilt finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Badges by Geo. H. Lees / P.W.Ellis Co.’ (Struck by P.W. Ellis for Lees). 
Second authorized pattern badges with ‘ACTA NON VERBA’ motto ribbon.  

 
Other ranks 

 
712-11-110   Cap                Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked 

 
712-12-110   Collar            Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked 
 

Officers 
 
712-11-112   Cap               Silver plate. Lug fasteners. Maker marked 
 
712-12-112   Collar           Silver plate. Lug fasteners. Maker marked 
 

Counterfeit 



 

 

 
712-11-114   Cap               Silver plate. Lug fasteners. Maker marked 
 
The 212th Battalion was unable to attract enough recruits to sail to England as an independent 
battalion and was disbanded in Canada the volunteers reassigned to the 97th Battalion to bring this 
up to strength prior to its sailing for England September 19th 1916.  
 

213th ‘Toronto Americans’ (Reinforcing) Battalion 1916 - 1917 
 
The 213th (Toronto Americans) Battalion was recruited in the Niagara peninsular with mobilization 
headquarters at Toronto under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916. The battalion embarked for England 
January 21st 1917 with 463 all ranks under command of Lieutenant-Colonel B.J. McCormick (44th Lincoln 
and Welland Regiment), where the battalion was absorbed into the 4th Reserve Battalion. The 213th 
Canadian Infantry Battalion was disbanded under General Order 149 of September 15th 1920.  
 
The regimental numbers block for the 213th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 264001 - 267000. 
 

First pattern ‘AMERICAN LEGION’ motto.  
Maker marked ‘Geo. H. Lees / P.W. Ellis & Co.’ 

 
Other ranks 

 
713-11-102   Cap                Antique copper finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked and dated 1916 
 
713-12-102   Collar             Antique copper finish. N/S Lug fasteners. Maker marked  
 
 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
713-14-104   Numeral        Gilding metal. By Caron Bros. Not maker marked. 

 
713-14-106   Numeral        Brown finish 213. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’.  
 

Officers 
 
713-11-108   Cap                 Silver. Lug fasteners. Maker marked and dated 1916 
 
713-12-108   Collar             Silver. N/S Lug fasteners. Marked ‘Geo. H. Lees Co / Ellis Bros’. 
 
713-11-110   Cap                Gilt and enamels (Reported not confirmed possibly a sweetheart) 
 
713-12-110   Collar             Gilt and enamels (Reported not confirmed possibly a sweetheart) 
 

Second pattern ‘ACTA NON VERBA’ motto.  
The badges are maker marked ‘Geo. H. Lees Co / Ellis Bros’. 



 

 

Other ranks 

 
713-11-112   Cap               Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Marked ‘Geo. H. Lees Co / Ellis Bros’. 

 
713-12-112   Collar           Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Marked ‘Geo. H. Lees Co / Ellis Bros’. 

 
713-11-114   Cap               Colour variation with blackened finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked 
 
713-12-114   Collar           Blackened finish. Single stud fastener. Maker marked 
 

Officers 

 
713-11-116   Cap               Antique copper finish. Lug fasteners. Marked ‘Geo. H. Lees Co / Ellis 
Bros’. 



 

 

 
713-12-116   Collar           Antique copper finish. Lug fasteners. Marked ‘Geo. H. Lees Co / Ellis 
Bros’. 

 
713-11-118   Cap               Silver plate. Lug fasteners. Marked ‘Geo. H. Lees Co / Ellis Bros’. 
 
713-11-120   Cap               Gilt and enamels (Reported not confirmed probably a sweetheart) 
 
713-12-120   Collar           Gilt and enamels (Reported not confirmed probably a sweetheart) 
 

Counterfeit cap badges  
 
These counterfeit badges are offered for sale on the United Kingdom eBay site. Note the blurred detail, ‘off 
metals’ and extra metal around the design this not found on the original die struck example above.  

                       
713-11-122   Cap               Pressure cast brass. Blurred detail. Lug fasteners 
 
713-11-124   Cap               Pressure cast brass. Blurred detail. Lug fasteners 
 
The 213th battalion embarked for England January 21st where the battalion was absorbed into the 
4th Reserve Battalion 
 

214th ‘Saskatchewan’ (Reinforcing) Battalion 1916 - 1917 
 
The 214th (Saskatchewan) Battalion was recruited in the Mackenzie and Humboldt districts of 
Saskatchewan with mobilization headquarters at Wadena under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916. The 
214th battalion embarked for England April 18th 1917 with a strength of 20 officers and 595 other ranks 
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel J.H. Hearn (Honoury rank), where the battalion was absorbed into 
the 15th Reserve Battalion. Being fully depleted of all ranks the 214th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 



 

 

disbanded effective July 27th 1917 under General Order 89 of September 1st 1917.  
 
The regimental numbers block for the 214th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 267001 - 268229. (To 
number 270000 listed, these likely assigned for possible different attestation centres). 
 

Badges by Dingwall 
 
First pattern badges. Die 1 badges. Narrow cap badge 44mm in height maker marked ‘DINGWALL’.  
 

Other ranks 

 
714-11-102   Cap                  Pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Impressed ‘Dingwall‘ makers mark 

 
714-12-102   Collar                 Pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Impressed ‘Dingwall‘ makers mark 
 

NCOs 

 
714-12-104   Collar                 Pickled finished. Pin fastener. Impressed ‘Dingwall‘ makers mark 
 

Second issue badges. Broad tall cap badge 48mm raised ‘DINGWALL’. 
 
714-11-106   Cap                Pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Raised ‘Dingwall‘ makers mark 



 

 

 
714-12-106   Collar            Pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Raised ‘Dingwall‘ makers mark 
 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
714-14-108   Numeral        Gilding metal. By Caron Bros. Not maker marked. (Not reported) 

 
714-14-110   Numeral       Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’.  
 

Officers 
 
714-11-112   Cap                Silver overlay on pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Raised ‘Dingwall’ 
mark 
 
714-12-112   Collar            Silver overlay on pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Raised ‘Dingwall’ mark 
 

Collar badges with tall thin numeral ‘214” 
 
714-11-114   Cap                Red brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Raised ‘Dingwall’  

 
714-12-114   Collar            Red brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Raised ‘Dingwall’ mark 
 
714-12-115   Collar            Red brown OSD. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Incuse ‘Dingwall’ mark 
 
The 214th battalion embarked for England April 18th where it was absorbed into the 15th Reserve 
Battalion. 
 

215th ‘Saskatchewan’ (Reinforcing) Battalion 1916 - 1917 
 
The 215th Battalion was recruited in Southern Ontario Counties of Brant, Norfolk and Haldimand with 
mobilization headquarters at Brantford under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916 under command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. Cockshutt whose family crest was used for the design of the badges. (Colonel 
Cockshutt was the Honoury Colonel of the 25th Brant Dragoons.) The 215th Battalion embarked for 
England April 29th 1917 with just 16 officers and 327 other ranks under command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
H.E. Snider where it was absorbed into the 8th Reserve Battalion. Being fully depleted of all ranks the 
215th Canadian Infantry Battalion was disbanded under General Order 81 of June 1st 1918. The regimental 
numbers block for the 215th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 270001 - 273000. 
 
The 215th Battalion had a brass band of 20 bandsmen and a bugle band of 17. No specific bandsman 
badges are currently known. 
 



 

 

Badges by Birks. 
 

Other ranks 

 
715-11-102   Cap              Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked. ‘Birks 1916’ 

 
715-12-102   Collar           Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked. ‘Birks 1916’ 
 

Shoulder strap numerals and title 

 
711-14-104   Numeral        Gilding metal. By Caron Bros. Not maker marked. 

 
711-14-106   Numeral       Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’.  
 
711-14-108   Title             Caron Bros. ‘215’ numeral braised on voided ‘CANADA’ title 
 

Officers 

 
711-11-110   Cap               Silver numerals on brown finish. Lug fasteners. Marked ‘Birks 1916‘ 



 

 

 
711-12-110   Collar           Silver numerals on brown finish. Lug fasteners. Marked ‘Birks 1916‘ 
 
711-14-110   Title              Half griffon over numeral ‘215’ pickled finish. Lug fasteners 
 

Overseas 
 
711-11-112   Cap              Hall marked sterling silver (1918) no recent sales reported) 

 
711-12-112  Collar            Hall marked sterling silver (1918)  
 
The 215th Battalion embarked for England April 29th 1917 where it was absorbed into the 8th 
Reserve Battalion.  

Recruiting poster 

 
 

216th ‘Toronto Bantams’ (Reinforcement) Bn. 1916 - 1917 
 
The 216th (Toronto Bantams) Battalion was recruited and mobilized with headquarters at Toronto February 
17th 1916 under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916. On the outbreak of WWI strict regulations for height, 
age, weight, marital status and health were established amongst the volunteers trying to join the CEF. As 
the war progressed and as casualties mounted by 1916 the flow of recruits had almost dried up and the 
standards were progressively lowered and a number of ‘bantam’ battalions were formed from men of small 
stature who had previously been rejected. The 216th Battalion embarked for England April 18th 1917 
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel F.L. Burton (2nd Queen’s Own Rifles), with a strength of 30 
officers and 783 OR’s where the battalion was absorbed into the 3rd Reserve Battalion. Being fully 
depleted of all ranks the 216th Canadian Infantry Battalion was disbanded effective September 1st 1917 
under General Order 82 of June 1st 1918. The regimental numbers block for the 216th Canadian Infantry 



 

 

Battalion was 273001 - 276000. 
Badges by P.W. Ellis Co.  

 
Wide Tudor crown. The letter ‘A’ in ‘CANADA‘ is pointed. Collars do not face. 

 
716-11-102   Cap                Pickled finish. Ellis flat copper lugs. Not maker marked 

 
716-12-102   Collar             Pickled finish. N/S Ellis flat copper lugs. Not maker marked 

 
716-11-104   Cap                Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Marked ‘P.W. Ellis Co‘ 

 
716-12-104   Collar             Blackened/brown finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Ellis Bros‘ 
 

Shoulder strap numerals and title 

 
716-15-106   Numeral          Brown finish on gilding metal. By Caron Bros. Not maker marked.  
 
716-14-108   Numeral            Brown finish 216. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’.  



 

 

 
716-14-110   Title                  Gilding metal ‘216 over CANADA’. Lug fasteners 
 

Officers title (?)   
 
Single piece large size 28mm x 31mm ‘B’ (Bantams) over ‘216’. 
 
716-14-112   Title          Dark brown finish ‘B’ over ‘216’. Lug fasteners 
 

Officers 

 
716-11-114   Cap                    Silver plate. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked.  

 
716-12-114   Collar                Silver plate. Pin fastener. Maker marked ‘Ellis Bros’ 
 
716-11-116   Cap                  Sterling silver.  

 
716-12-116   Collar        Sterling silver. N/S Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Ellis Bros’ 
 
716-11-118   Cap          Gilt and enamels. (Not confirmed possibly a sweetheart pin) 
 
716-12-118   Collar       Gilt on sterling. N/S Lug or pin fasteners. Maker marked ‘P.W. Ellis Co‘ 
 

Badges by G.F. Hemsley.  
 
Tall Tudor crown. The letter ‘A’ in ‘CANADA‘ with flat top. Officers badges with a silver overlay are 
reported but currently not confirmed. 



 

 

 

 
716-11-120   Cap                   Pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
716-12-120   Collar               Pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Eaton’s Stores ‘Sweetheart’ badges 
Sweetheart or souvenir badges were very popular amongst wives and mothers with husbands and sons 
serving with the CEF. These were produced both in Canada and England in various materials including 
gold, silver and often with elaborate multi-colour enamels. Stores sold a series of cap badge size badges 
mostly fitted with pin fasteners but occasionally with lugs, as souvenir pieces. These are believed to have 
been produced by Caron Bros. Montreal.  

 
716-11-124   Cap size ’sweetheart’ badge. Pickled finish. Lugs or pin fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
716-11-126   Cap size ’sweetheart’ badge. Pickled finish. White metal centre. Pin fastener. Not marked 
 
The 216th Battalion embarked for England April 18th s where the battalion was absorbed into the 
3rd Reserve Battalion.  
 

217th ‘Qu’Appelle’ (Reinforcing) battalion 1916 - 1917 
 
The 217th (Qu’appelle) Battalion was recruited in southern Saskatchewan with mobilization headquarters 
at Moosomin under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916. The 217th Battalion embarked for England June 
2nd 1917 under command of Lieutenant-Colonel A.B. Gillis (Honoury rank), with a strength of 24 officers 
and 634 other ranks where the battalion was absorbed into the 15th Reserve Battalion. Being fully depleted 
of all ranks the 217th Canadian Infantry Battalion was disbanded under General Order 82 of June 1st 1918.  
 
The regimental numbers block for the 217th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 276001 - 279000.  



 

 

 
Badges attributed to G.F. Hemsley  

 
Other ranks 

 
717-11-102   Cap                    Pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
717-12-102   Collar                Pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
717-14-102   Title                  Pickled finish. Lug fasteners 
 
A cloth shoulder title was authorized for the 217th Battalion on September 29th 1916. Currently no details 
or examples are known.  
 
717-22-104   Cloth title                  Pickled finish. Lug fasteners 

NCOs 
 
717-12-106   Collar                Pickled finished. Pin fastener. Not maker marked  
 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
717-14-108   Numeral           Gilding metal. By Caron Bros. Not maker marked. Not reported 

 
717-14-110   Numeral            Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’.  
 

Officers 
 
717-11-112   Cap                     Brown OSD finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 
717-12-112   Collar                 Brown OSD finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 
717-11-114   Cap                    Silver overlay on pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 



 

 

 
717-12-114   Collar                Silver overlay on pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 
The 217th Battalion embarked for England June 2nd 1917 where the battalion was absorbed into the 
15th Reserve Battalion.  
 

218th ‘Edmonton Irish’ (Railway Troops) 1916 - 1917 
 
The 218th (Edmonton Irish) Battalion was recruited and mobilized at Edmonton under General Order 69 of 
July 15th 1916. The battalion embarked for England February 17th 1917 with 32 officers and 883 other 
ranks under command of Lieutenant-Colonel J.K. Cornwall (101st Edmonton Fusiliers), where it was 
absorbed into the Canadian Railway Troops Depot at Purfleet merging with the 211th Battalion and drafts 
of skilled railway troops sent from Canada to form the 8th Battalion Canadian Railway Troops. The 8th 
Battalion Canadian Railway Troops embarked for France on April 17th 1917 serving on the Western Front 
until the Armistice in November 1918. The 8th Railway Troops were disbanded along with the rest of the 
Canadian Railway Troops under General Order 196 of November 1st 1920. The 218th Canadian Infantry 
Battalion was disbanded under General Order 60 of April 15th 1918. The regimental numbers block for the 
218th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 279001 - 282000. 
 

Initial issues(?) 
 
A series of similar badges were produced for the 63rd, 66th, 138th 151st; 194th, 202nd, 218th and 233rd 
Battalions all mobilized at Edmonton. All are rare and are thought issued on the formation of the various 
battalions prior to battalion badges being authorized. The maker is believed to be Jackson Bros.  
Motto reads ‘Irish Guards Edmonton’ the same title found on the recruiting poster (illustrated below) 
 
718-11-102   Cap                     Brown finish. Not maker marked 

 
718-13-102   Collar        Brown finish. Not maker marked 
 

Badges marked ‘Jackson Bros. made under contract by Inglis 
 

Other ranks 

 
718-11-104   Cap                     Pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Jackson Bros 



 

 

 
718-13-104   Collar        Pickled finished. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Jackson Bros 

 
718-15-104   Title         Pickled finish . Maker marked ‘Jackson Bros’ 
 

Shoulder strap numerals and title 

 
718-14-106   Numeral       Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’. Not reported 
 
718-14-108   Title             Unit made ‘218’ braised to voided ‘CANADA’. Not maker marked 
 

Officers 

 
718-11-110   Cap                       Antique copper finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Jackson 
Bros 
 
718-12-110   Collar                   Antique copper finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Jackson Bros 

 
718-15-110   Title                      Antique copper finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Jackson Bros 
 
718-11-112   Cap                       Sterling silver. Maker marked ‘Jackson Bros’ ‘Sterling’ 
 
718-12-112   Collar                   Sterling silver. Maker marked ‘Jackson Bros’ ‘Sterling’ 
 

Bandsman (?) 
 



 

 

718-11-114   Cap                       Gilt finish. Maker marked ‘Jackson Bros’  

 
718-12-114   Collar                   Gilt finish. Maker marked ‘Jackson Bros’  
 
Sweetheart pin. By Jackson ‘218’ on long ‘CANADA’ scroll over a small maple leaf with pin fastener. 
 
718-17-120   Sweetheart      Gilt with pin fastener. By Jackson not maker marked. 
 
The 218th Battalion embarked for England February 17th where it was absorbed into the Canadian 
Railway Troops Depot at Purfleet merging with the 211th Battalion and drafts of skilled railway 
troops sent from Canada to form the 8th Battalion Canadian Railway Troops.  
 

Recruiting Poster 
 

 
 

219th ‘Nova Scotia Highlanders’ (Reinforcing) Bn. 1916 - 1917 
 
The 219th (Nova Scotia Highlanders) Battalion was recruited was raised by the 69th Annapolis and 75th 
Lunenburg Regiments in Nova Scotia with mobilization headquarters at Halifax under General Order 69 of 
July 15th 1916. These regiments previously having provided 35 and 28 volunteers respectively to the 14th 
Battalion on its formation at Camp Valcartier in August 1914 and later help raise the 112th Battalion. The 
219th battalion embarked for England October 12th 1916 under command of Lieutenant-Colonel W.H. 
Moorhead (16th Infantry Brigade), with a strength of 33 officers and 997 other ranks where the battalion 
was absorbed into the 17th Reserve Battalion. The 219th Canadian Infantry Battalion being fully depleted 
of all ranks was disbanded effective September 15th 1917 under GO 82 June 1st 1918.  
 
The regimental numbers block for the 219th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 282001 - 285000. 



 

 

 
The 219th Battalion had a pipe band. Only officers and pipers wore highland garb, other ranks wore regular 
infantry uniform with a Balmoral cap this with a brown turkey feather hackle blue feather centre behind the 
badge.  
 

Badges by George Hemsley.  
 
Voided area between the small shield bearing the arms of Nova Scotia and the motto ribbon.  
 

Other ranks 

 
719-11-102   Balmoral      Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 

 
719-12-102   Collar          Pickled finish. Serifs on numerals. Not maker marked. 

NCOs 

 
719-11-104   Balmoral      Pickled finish. Centre polished off. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 
719-12-104   Collar          Pickled finish scroll pattern. Pin fastener. Not maker marked. 
 

Shoulder strap numerals 



 

 

 
719-14-106   Numeral       Gilding metal. By Caron Bros. Not Maker marked. (Not Reported) 

 
719-14-108   Numeral       Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’  

Officers Forage cap/collar (?) 
 
It is now believed that the maple leaf collar size badges were possibly worn on the forage cap. 

 
719-13-110   Cap/collar     Pickled finish. Flat cut sheet brass lug. Not maker marked. 
 

Officers 
 
Two piece badges white metal overlay on pickled finish this pattern with scroll pattern collars badges. 

 
719-11-112   Glengarry      Silver overlay on brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 

 
719-12-112   Collar            Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 

Bandsmen 
 
719-11-114   Balmoral      White metal overlay on gilt. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 



 

 

 
719-12-114   Collar            Gilt. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 

Pipers 
 
719-11-116   Glengarry       Silver plate. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked.  
 
719-12-116   Collar             Silver plate. (not confirmed) 
 

Private purchase souvenir by Hemsley 

 
719-11-118   Glengarry       Natural brass. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked.  
 

Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son.  
 
The area around the small shield bearing the arms of Nova Scotia on the Balmoral badges is not voided. 
Collars bear Arabic numerals without serifs and the motto ribbons are framed. 
 

Other ranks 
 
719-11-120   Balmoral      Darkened finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 

 
719-12-120   Collar             Darkened finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. 
 

Eaton’s Stores ‘Sweetheart’ badges 
 
Sweetheart or souvenir badges were very popular amongst wives and mothers with husbands and sons 
serving with the CEF. These were produced both in Canada and England in various materials including 
gold, silver and often with elaborate multi-colour enamels. T.E. Eaton’s stores sold a series of cap badge 
size badges mostly fitted with pin fasteners but occasionally with lugs, as souvenir pieces. These are 
believed to have been produced by Caron Bros. Montreal.  
 
719-11-130            ‘Sweetheart’ badge. Pickled finish. Lugs or pin fasteners. Not maker marked 
 



 

 

719-11-132            ‘Sweetheart’ badge. Pickled finish. Lugs or pin fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
The 219th battalion embarked for England October 12th where in January 1917 was absorbed into 
the 17th Reserve Battalion. 
 


