
 
 

 
 

The Canadian Light Horse 
 

The 19th Alberta Dragoons  
 
The regiment was formed as the 19th Alberta Mounted Rifles with headquarters at Edmonton effective 
February 1st 1908, being redesignated the 19th Alberta Dragoons in 1911. On the 6th August 1914 Sir Sam 
Hughes named the 19th Alberta Dragoons as the Divisional Cavalry Squadron the only cavalry regiment to 
be selected for service in the CEF. A total of 196 volunteers concentrated at Camp Valcartier with 190 
sailing with the 1st Contingent October 3rd 1914. In England the 1st Divisional Cavalry Squadron was 
located at Bustard Camp and sailed for France on the 9th February 1915. Of the troops of the 1st Division 
the 19th Dragoons was the only Canadian regiment initially equipped with the SMLE (Small Magazine Lee 
Enfield) rifle, and not the longer Ross Mark III. (The only other exception being the PPCLI which served 
with the British Army until 1916). On March 19th 1917 the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Divisional Cavalry Squadrons 
were redesignated as ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ Squadron Canadian Light Horse. 
 
Regimental numbers block for the 19th Dragoons was 1901 - 2100.  
 

The 19th Alberta Dragoons Draft 1917 
 
A reinforcing draft was raised in Canada from the 19th Dragoons in February 1917. Personnel arrived in 
the UK in October 1917 and after a period at quarantine camp were used as reinforcements. Regimental 
numbers block 2,283301 - 2,288300.  
 
In the militia prior to WWI other ranks were only provided with gilding metal collar badges and shoulder 
strap numerals by the government, hat badges, if worn were provided from regimental funds. Photographs 
of one of the troops of the 19th Alberta Dragoons show the shoulder numeral being worn on the upturned 
brim of a fedora, in the picture these being worn by most of the other ranks, the NCOs and officers wearing 
the slouch hat without a badge.  

OVERSEAS 
 

The 1st Divisional Cavalry Squadron (19th Dragoons) 
 

Badges by J.R. Gaunt & son 
19th Alberta Mounted Rifles (First interim issue) 

 
Other ranks 

 
21-1-11-100   Stetson            Gilding metal. Three lug configuration. Gaunt London makers tab 
 
Struck from the pre 1908 dies but with the WWI Gaunt London makers tab 
 

Officers Pre WWI worn as an interim) 



 
 

 
 

 
21-1-11-102   Stetson          Gilt and silver by Gaunt. Maker marked 
 

19th Alberta Dragoons 

 
21-1-11-104   Stetson          Natural brass three lug fasteners. J.R.Gaunt London makers tab  

 
21-1-12-104   Collar               Natural brass. N/S lug fasteners. By J.R.Gaunt but not maker marked   
 

Officers 

 
21-1-11-108   Stetson            Gilt. N/S lug fasteners. Not maker marked   
 
21-1-12-108   Collar              Gilt N/S with J.R.Gaunt Montreal makers tab  
 
21-1-11-110   Stetson/cap?    Oxidized OSD cast flat back two lug fasteners not maker marked  
 
21-1-14-110   Title                Oxidized OSD stamped ‘J.R.Gaunt London’   



 
 

 
 

 
Counterfeit (UK 2018) 

 
21-1-11-109   Stetson            Pressure cast silver. Note the blurred detail and extra metal around the 
design this not found on original die struck examples. 
 

19th Alberta Dragoons 
 

WWI badges by Scully 
 

Other ranks 

 
21-1-11-112   Stetson            Gilding metal. Not maker marked or marked ‘W. Scully’  

 
21-1-12-112   Collar              Gilding metal. E/W lug fasteners. Not maker marked or marked ‘W. 
Scully’  
 
21-1-14-112   Numeral          Gilding metal. ¾” Maker marked ‘W. Scully’  

  
 
21-1-14- 114   Title                Pickled finish. Marked W.Scully Montreal  
‘Made up’ shoulder titles with the ornate ‘XIX’ of the 19th Lincolnshire Regiment braised onto the lower 



 
 

 
 

scroll portion of 2nd Dragoons shoulder titles, this with a pickled finish.  
 

Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son 
 
In 1917 the Canadian Government, for the first time, provided funds for regimental cap badges for both the 
units of the CEF in Europe and Canadian Militia in Canada. In Europe the 1917 issue was supplied by J.W. 
Tiptaft & Son Ltd. The Officers badges were produced by J.R. Gaunt who had made the original 19th 
Alberta Mounted Rifles badges. No examples of Tiptaft pattern collar badges are currently reported. As of 
January 20th 1919 these were 458 cap badges and 500 pairs of collar badges in inventory at the Canadian 
Ordnance Depot at Ashford in Kent, England. It is likely these were not returned to Canada for use by the 
Regiment but sold as scrap.  
 

Other ranks 
 
21-1-11-112   Hat             Gilding metal. 3 Long Tiptaft pattern lugs. Marked ‘Tiptaft B’ham’  
 

1st Hussars 
 
The 1st Hussars were originally raised with headquarters at London, Ontario effective May 31st 1872. In 
WWI the regiment contributed 66 troops to the 1st Infantry Battalion on its formation in August 1914. 
Effective 1st December 1914. (Authorization date being March 15th 1915) The 7th Canadian Mounted 
Rifles, a three squadron regiment was formed from the 1st Hussars. With two squadrons, ‘A’ and ‘B’, at 
London, Ontario, and  ‘C’ Squadron at Toronto. Effective March 30th 1915 ‘C’ Squadron was withdrawn 
from the 7th CMR while ‘A‘ and ‘B’ Squadrons were designated the 2nd Divisional Cavalry Squadron 
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Ibbotson Leonard sailing for England June 9th 1915 without horses. 
After being equipped the regiment sailed for France in mid 1915. 
 
Regimental numbers block for ‘A’ and ‘B’ Squadrons, 7th C.M.R. 7001- 8000 changed to 112001 - 113000  
 
Regimental numbers block for ‘C’ Squadron, 7th Canadian Mounted Rifles 7701-7849 
 
Regimental numbers block for the 1st Hussars Draft 2,517301 - 2,522300 
 

Badges by W.Scully 
 

Other ranks 
 
21-2-11-108   Cap            Gilding metal. Maker marked ‘W.Scully’ 

 
21-2-12-108   Collar         Gilding metal. ‘Fold over’ tang fasteners marked ‘W.Scully Montreal ’ 

 
21-2-12-110   Collar           Gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 



 
 

 
 

21-2-14-112   Title              Straight  ‘HUSSARS’ lower bar only. By Caron not maker marked 
 

Officers(?) 
 
21-2-11-116   Cap              Brown OSD. 

      
21-2-12-116   Collar           Brown OSD 

 
21-2-14-116   Title                  Brown OSD 
 

OVERSEAS 
 

2nd Divisional Cavalry Squadron March 1915 -January 1916 
 

Special Service Squadron First (Canadian) Hussars January 1916 - March 1917 
 
In January 1916 authority was granted for the unit to be designated the Special Service Squadron First 
(Canadian) Hussars. In May 1916 the First Canadian Corps Cavalry Regiment was formed with a 
Headquarters and the three Divisional Cavalry Squadrons then serving in France. Effective March 19th 
1917 the designation of the Special Service Squadron 1st (Canadian) Hussars was altered to ‘B’ Squadron 
Canadian Light Horse (1st Hussars). Each of the cavalry units forming the Canadian Light horse continued 
to wear their Militia period badges on the ‘Slouch hat’ this replaced in the field with the steel helmet in 
1916. (Both 1st and 2nd Divisional Squadrons were formed under authority of Privy Council Order 2067 
and are not specifically named in GO.207/1920.) 
 

Badges by Tiptaft 

 
21-2-11-120   Cap          Gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Maker Marked Tiptaft 
 

Badges by Gaunt 



 
 

 
 

 
21-2-11-122   Cap          Pickled finish.  J.R.Gaunt London makers tab 
 
Cap and collars by Tiptaft are reported but currently unconfirmed 
 

1970s re-strike of above cap badge 
 
Late 20th Century restrikes of the J.R.Gaunt & Son cap badge are noted. Stuck in natural gilding metal 
without an applied finish Real WWI examples are struck in  brass. Compared to the original badges these 
are often found with one of the legs missing from the rearing horse. The detail is ‘blurred’ and not sharp as 
in genuine WWI issues also t counterfeit badges have a copper ‘J.R.Gaunt London’ affixed to the reverse  
tab this not found on any of the original WWI badges to this regiment. 

1970s re-strike  

 
21-2-11-124   Cap          Die struck natural brass. Copper J.R.Gaunt London makers tab 
 

Counterfeit cap badges (Circa 2015) 
 
The cap badges pictured below are counterfeits these offered for sale on the United Kingdom eBay site. 
Note the lack of sharpness and blurred detail, ‘off metals’ and extra metal around the design this not found 
on the original die struck example.  

         
21-2-11-126   Cap          Pressure cast brass. 
 
21-2-11-128   Cap           Pressure cast silver.  
 



 
 

 
 

16th Canadian Light Horse 
 
The 16th Canadian Light Horse was organized July 3rd 1905 under the designation of the 16th Mounted 
Rifles with Regimental Headquarters and ‘C’ and ‘D’ Squadrons at Regina, ‘A’ Squadron at Moosamin and 
‘B’ Squadron at Moose Jay. In 1907 ‘D’ Squadron was relocated from Regina to Grenfell. Effective 
October 1st 1908 the designation was altered to the 16th Light Horse. Badges were described under 
General Order 100 of 1907 “16th Mounted Rifles. - A cap and collar badge as described hereunder is 
authorized for the use of the 16th Mounted Rifles. A moose head, with motto “King and Empire’ on a scroll 
underneath.“ It is interesting to note that no metals or sizes are listed. The initial issue of badges were 
gilding metal collar size these worn on both the hat (left side) and the collars.  
 
The squadron sailed for France as Headquarters troops in January 1916 where in May 1916 the three 
divisional cavalry squadrons were amalgamated under the title of the First Canadian Corps Cavalry 
Regiment this designation being changed to the Canadian Light Horse effective March 19th 1917. The 19th 
Alberta Dragoons, formerly the 1st Divisional Cavalry Squadron becoming ‘A’ Squadron CLH. The 2nd 
Divisional Cavalry Squadron (Special Service Squadron First (Canadian) Hussars) becoming ‘B’ Squadron 
CLH. The 3rd Divisional Cavalry Squadron the 16th Canadian Light Horse becoming ‘C’ Squadron CLH. 
(The 4th Divisional Cavalry Squadron authorized under General Order 69 July 15th 1916, this absorbed 
into the Canadian Cavalry Depot in England though not officially disbanded until General Order 207 of 
November 15th 1920.)  
 

Pre WWI badge issues worn between 1908 - 1916 

 
21-3-11/12-100   Cap/collar        Brass. Attributed to Herbert Bushe Montreal 
 
In WWI the regiment provided 290 other ranks to the 5th (Western Cavalry) Battalion on its formation at 
Camp Valcartier in August 1914. The 5th Battalion sailed with a strength of 1564 personnel well over the 
usual 1050 CEF Infantry Battalion establishment. After its arrival in the UK the 16th CLH personnel were 
assigned to the Canadian Cavalry Depot where in December 1915 they were designated the 3rd Divisional 
Cavalry Squadron (16th Canadian Light Horse) this authorized Under General Order 151 of December 
22nd 1915.  
 

OVERSEAS 
 

3rd Divisional Cavalry Squadron (16th CLH) December 1915 -May 1916 
 

Officers shoulder titles 

 
21-3-14-102   Title             Gilt. Flat back. Maker currently unidentified 
 

 
 
21-3-14-104   Title             Bronzed OSD. Flat back. Maker currently unidentified  
 

‘C’ Squadron Canadian Light Horse (16th CLH) May 1916 - November 1918 



 
 

 
 

 
21-3-11-106   hat          Brass. ‘Hicks & Sons London’ copper tab on the reverse   

 
21-3-12.106   Collar     Brass with ‘Hicks & Sons London’ copper tab on the reverse   
 
21-3-14-106   Title       Gilding metal ‘CLH’ stamped ‘Hicks & Sons London’  
 

Officers (Maker unidentified) 

 
21-3-11-108   Cap            Silver overlay on gilt. Die cast pin fastener. Not maker marked 
 
21-3-12-108   Collar         Silver overlay on gilt. Die cast pin fastener. Not maker marked 

 
21-3-11-110   Cap            Brown die cast OSD. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
21-3-12 110   Collar         Silver overlay on brown die struck OSD. Not maker marked  
 

Badges by Tiptaft 
 

Other ranks 



 
 

 
 

 
21-3-11-112   Cap             Blackened. Maker marked Tiptaft B’ham 
 
21-3-12-112   Collar          Blackened. Collars face. Maker marked Tiptaft B’ham 
 

Officers 

 
21-3-1-11-114   Cap            Pickled finish. Maker marked Tiptaft B’ham 
 
21-3-1-12-114   Collar        Pickled finish. Maker marked Tiptaft B’ham (not confirmed) 
 

Canadian Light Horse 
 
In May 1916 the First Canadian Corps Cavalry Regiment was formed with a Headquarters and the three 
Divisional Cavalry Squadrons then serving in France The designation being changed to the Canadian Light 
Horse with a strength of 36 Officers and 600 troopers effective March 19th 1917. The 19th Alberta 
Dragoons, formerly the 1st Divisional Cavalry Squadron becoming ‘A’ Squadron CLH. The 2nd Divisional 
Cavalry Squadron  (Special Service Squadron First (Canadian) Hussars) becoming ‘B’ Squadron CLH. 
The 3rd Divisional Cavalry Squadron the (16th Canadian Light Horse) becoming ‘C’ Squadron CLH. (The 
4th Divisional Cavalry Squadron authorized under General Order 69 July 15th 1916, was absorbed into the 
Canadian Cavalry Depot in England but not officially disbanded until General Order 207 of November 15th 
1920.) Each squadron was under command of a Major and divided into four Troops of about 35 all ranks. 
Each Troop had a mounted Hotchkiss machine gun section in addition troopers carried swords in addition 
to Lee-Enfield rifles Officers and NCO automatic pistols. (In October 1918 a RNWMP Squadron was 
attached to the Canadian Light Horse please see Canadian Military Police for details (10-6). Each of the 
cavalry units forming the Canadian Light horse continued to wear their Militia period badges on the cap or 
‘Slouch hat’ this replaced in the field in 1916 with the steel helmet. The troopers of the Canadian Light 
horse were also identified by a broad strip of ribbon worn on the left shoulder strap this being a broad pale 
blue strip over a narrow red stripe over a broad dark blue strip. The Canadian Light Horse was disbanded 
under General Order 207 of November 15th 1920. (The 1st and 2nd Divisional Squadrons being formed 
under authority of Privy Council Order 2067 are therefore not specifically named in GO. 207/1920.) 



 
 

 
 

 
 
21-1-23-140   Shoulder strap (Worn on left shoulder only) Worn with Tiptaft CLH title.  

 
21-1-14-142   Title       Gilding metal. ‘CLH’ without periods. By Tiptaft but not maker marked 

 
21-1-14-144   Title       Cut sheet brass maker not identified 
 
21-1-14-146   Title       Brown OSD with periods maker not identified  
 

Royal North West Mounted Police in WWI 
 
The North West Mounted Police became the Royal North West Mounted  Police June 24th 1904 and by an 
Order in Council dated January 27th 1920 became the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 
 
In May 1916 the First Canadian Corps Cavalry Regiment was formed with a Headquarters and the three 
Divisional Cavalry Squadrons then serving in France (The 4th Divisional Cavalry Squadron authorized 
under General Order 69 July 15th 1916, was absorbed into the Canadian Cavalry Depot in England though 
not officially disbanded until General Order 207 of November 15th 1920.) The First Canadian Corps 
Cavalry Regiment was redesignated the Canadian Light Horse effective March 19th 1917.  
 
The Royal North West Mounted Police was finally granted permission to raise a cavalry draft in May 1918 
with regimental numbers block 2,683711 - 2,685710. The RNWMP Draft enlisted 12 officers and 231 
Other ranks under command of Inspector (Rank of Major) G.L. Jennings being joined by 495 other recruits 
(Many of these retired former members of the RNWMP.) From these ‘A’ Squadron was formed this sailing 
for England June 6th 1918 with 6 Officers and 154 troopers where it was assigned to the Canadian Reserve 
Cavalry Regiment being formed into four troops ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’ and ‘D’ for service with the Canadian Light 
Horse in France. ‘B’ Troop under command of  Lieutenant T. Dann and C’ Troop under command of 
Lieutenant S.T. Wood sailed for France on October 6th 1918, ‘A’ and ‘D’ Troops were amalgamated and 
sailed for France on November 4th 1918 just days before the Armistice. The ‘Special Squadron RNWMP’ 
did not serve as a unit but as general reinforcements for the CLH where it is reported the personnel were 
reassigned to Corps Headquarters serving as dispatch riders. The CEF component of the R.N.W.M.P. was 
disbanded under General Order 207 of November 15th 1920. 
 

‘A’ Squadron Royal North West Mounted Police 
 

‘A’ Troop RNWMP Canadian Light Horse 



 
 

 
 

 
21-1-14-150   Title              Gilding metal. 3 lugs. Not maker marked 
 
In Canada in the autumn of 1918 Force under General Order 128 of November 1918 a further six officers 
and 181 other ranks were recruited to serve in ‘B’ Squadron for the Canadian Siberian Expeditionary. The 
RNWMP Draft was disbanded under General Order 215 of November 1920. 
 

‘B’ Troop RNWMP Canadian Light Horse 

 
21-2-14-152   Title                   Gilding metal. 3 lug configuration. Not maker marked 
 

‘C’ Troop RNWMP Canadian Light Horse 

 
21-3-1-14-154   Title             Oxidized. 3 lug configuration. Not maker marked 
 

‘D’ Troop RNWMP Canadian Light Horse 
 
21-3-1-14-156   Title               Oxidized. 3 lug configuration. Not maker marked. 
 

Canadian Siberian Expeditionary Force 
 
Under General Order 128 of 1918 an expeditionary force was authorized for service in Siberia. The G.O. 
detailing the various units to comprise the force the preamble reading ‘His Excellency the Governor in 
Council has been pleased to authorize for dispatch for duty in Siberia of the following and other Corps or 
Details and Detachments thereof, and such other personnel as the circumstances require for Headquarters, 
Base, Record, Remount and other like duties:’ Commissioner Perry was ordered to recruit a cavalry 
squadron to assist the CSEF six Officers and 181 other ranks embarked for Russia as ‘B’ Squadron 
RNWMP serving until returning to Canada in May 1919. 
 

‘B’ Squadron R.N.W.M.P. 
 

Other ranks Formation Patch sign worn above purple patch 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Officers Formation Patch. The star sewn onto the purple patch 
 

‘B’ Squadron RNWMP September 1918 
 

 
 

Corps of Guides 
 
The Corps of Guides was an elite mounted corps of the non-permanent militia formed by the Dominion 
Government following the experience gained during the Boer War. The purpose of the Corps of Guides 
was to be familiar with the terrain of Canada so as to render vital intelligence to any forces sent to defend 
Canadian Territory from an invading force. The Corps was established in under General Order 61 of April 
1903 with companies serving under Headquarters of both Commands and Districts. Officers badges were 
authorized under General Order 85 of 1905 and shoulder badges for other ranks under General Order 165 
of 1912. Under General Order 55 of 1913 the establishment was set at 40 all ranks for each company. On 
the outbreak of WWI the Corps of Guides sent 235 personnel to Camp Valcartier in August 1914.  
 
With the exception of the Indian Army ‘Guides’ were not carried on the establishment of the British Army, 
this the basis on which the 1st Contingent was formed. The troopers then volunteered for other units then 
being formed at Camp Valcartier. Including the R.C.D., L.S.H., 1st Divisional Cavalry Squadron and the 
1st Divisional Cyclist Company. The title ‘Corps of Guides’ is also emblazoned on the badge of the 5th 
(Western Cavalry) presumably a large contingent transferred to the 5th Battalion after its arrival in Great 
Britain. During WWI as the use and reliability of motorized vehicles saw the need for mounted troops 
decline and in the post WWI reorganization of the Canadian Militia the Corps of Guides were reorganized 
into cyclist companies. Effective March 31st 1929 the Corps of Guides was disbanded and the personnel 
absorbed into the non-permanent Canadian Corps of Signals. 
 

The Corps of Guides 1907 - 1920 
 
Paragraph 15 of the 1907 Dress Regulations states “Puggaree - If worn to be white, (unless otherwise 
authorized) (The puggaree authorized for the Corps of Guides was ‘Muslin, 6 folds, the two centre folds 
scarlet the other four outside folds khaki‘.); it is not to be worn with the helmet plate. If a badge is worn it 



 
 

 
 

is to be similar in design to the field cap badge authorized, and must be so fitted as not to perforate either 
the puggaree or helmet.”  
 

Other ranks  
 
22-1-12-100   Collar     Gilding metal. Fully struck up reverse. N/S Scully type 2 lugs. Not maker 
marked  
 

Badges by P.W. Ellis 

 
22-1-11-102   Cap             Gilding metal. Flat back. E/W Flat lugs. Marked ‘P W Ellis & Co 1914’  

 
22-1-12-102   Collar         Gm. Fully struck up reverse. E/W Flat metal lugs. Marked ‘P W Ellis 1915’   
 
Like many Canadian made CEF badge issues the second issue of Corps of Guides badges by P.W.Ellis was 
originally issued with an applied gilt lacquer finish. This finish was usually removed after the initial 
parades when the badges were first worn. Between 1904 and 1917 the Canadian Government supplied the 
Militia only with collar badges and shoulder numerals, cap badges if worn being paid for with regimental 
funds. In 1917 the government agreed to authorize henceforth the payment of regimental pattern cap 
badges for both the CEF and the Canadian Militia. The 1917 issue militia badges usually issued with a 
‘pickled’ finish. 
 

Shoulder titles 
 
22-1-14-102   Title      Brass 39 x 8 mm. Hollow back. Flat cut sheet copper lugs. (P.W.Ellis (?) 
 
22-1-14-104   Title      Brass 56 x 12 mm deep curve. Gaunt pattern lugs not maker marked 
 

Other ranks 



 
 

 
 

 
22-1-11-106   Cap                Gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Gaunt London 

 
 
22-1-14-106   Title              Gilding metal. Deep curve. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Gaunt London 
 

Officers 
 
22-1-11-108   Cap                Wm. overlay on gilding metal. Gaunt type lugs. Not maker marked   
 
22-1-10-109   Puggaree        Similar but with pin fastener      
 
22-1-12-110   Collar    White metal. Flat back. E/W Large thick Gaunt pattern lug, Not maker marked   
 
22-1-12-112   Collar     Silver plate. Flat back. E/W Large thick Gaunt pattern lug, Not maker marked     
 
Paragraph 30 of the ‘Dress Regulations for the Officers of the Canadian Militia 1907’ specifies ‘Guides - 
Scarlet cloth shoulder straps with Guides in gilding metal and gilt badges of rank.  

 
22-1-14-114   Title                  Gilt 56 x 12 mm shallow curve. Gaunt pattern lugs not maker marked 
 

Officers Mess Dress 
 
The officers silver mess dress collar badges illustrated below are struck from distinctive dies and not those 
used to produce the overlays found on the officers cap badges. Mess dress was discontinued during WWI. 
 
22-1-12-216   Collar    Silver. Partially struck up reverse. Small N/S Scully type 2 lugs. Not marked  
 

The Corps of Guides 1917 - 1920 
 
22-1-11-218   Cap                 Pickled finish. Fully struck up reverse. Hemsley pattern lugs. Not 
marked 
 

Post WWI  
 
Under General Order 75 of 1920 in the 1920 post WWI reorganization of the Canadian Militia the Corps of 
Guides was reorganized to comprise of twelve cyclist companies. Under G.O. 163 of 1920 the 
establishment of each of these was set at 103 all ranks. Two companies being allotted to M.D. No.2 and one 
company to each of the other 11 military districts in Canada.  



 
 

 
 

 

Canadian Cyclist Corps 
 
The Canadian Corps Cyclist Battalion was formed May 16th 1916 when the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Divisional 
Cyclist Companies were amalgamated this authorized under General Order 63 1917. 
 

1st Divisional Cyclist Company 
 
Authority was issued on September 14th to form a cyclist company for inclusion in the 1st Contingent this 
raised from volunteers at the Cyclist Depot. Five officers and 78 OR’s were selected forming the 1st 
Canadian Division Cyclist Company this sailed with 1st Contingent in October 1914 being billeted at 
Bustard Camp, where they were to spend the next four months under canvas. In December 1914 the 
establishment of the 1st Divisional Cyclist Company in England was increased by adding 200 more 
personnel these being obtained from volunteers in England. The Cyclist Company of the 1st Divisional 
Mounted Troops sailed for France on the 8th February 1915 with a total of eight officers and 195 OR’s 
(and two horses). The additional troops formed the Canadian Reserve Cyclist Company at the British Army 
Cyclist Depot at Hounslow attached to the British Army Cyclist Corps. The badges being worn by the 1st 
Divisional Cyclist Company on sailing to England were likely the 1914 dated General Service Maple Leaf 
patterns. The 1st Divisional Cyclist Company was disbanded under General Order 208 of November 15th 
1920. 
 

1st Divisional Cyclist Company 1914 -1916 
 

Badges by Roden Bros 

 
23-1-11-102   Cap                  Darkened pickled finish. Flat cut sheet lugs. Marked Roden Bros 
1917 

 
23-1-11-104   Cap                  Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. 



 
 

 
 

 
23-1-12-106-   Collar            Brown finish. N/S lug fasteners. Marked Tiptaft B’ham 
 

Officers 
 
23-1-11-106   Cap                  Reported , not confirmed 

 
23-1-12-108   Collar            Gilt on browning gilding metal. Converted to pin fastener. Tiptaft B’ham  

 
23-1-14-108   Title            Gilt. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

2nd Divisional Cyclist Company 1914 -1916 
 
The Cyclist Company of the 2nd Divisional Mounted Troops was raised at the Canadian Cyclist Depot at 
Camp Valcartier in November 9th 1914 with a strength of 200 All Ranks. Each Military District, with the 
exception of the 1st, 5th and 13th contributing a platoon. Most of the 2nd Division Cyclist Company sailed 
for England May 16th 1915 with a final platoon sailing on June 15th 1915 the Company settled at Dibgate 
Camp under canvas 

Badges by F.T. Proctor Toronto 
 

Other Ranks 

 
23-2-11-102   Cap               Gilding metal. Not maker marked 
 
23-2-12-102   Collar            Gilding metal. N/S lug fasteners.. Maker marked Proctor Toronto.  
 

NCOs 



 
 

 
 

 
23-2-12-103   Collar            Brass. Pin back. Maker marked Proctor Toronto.  

 
23-2-14-104   Title              Natural gilding metal by Caron Bros. not maker marked    
 
23-2-11-106   Cap                Browning gilding metal F.T. Proctor  
 

Officers 
 
23-2-11-108   Cap               Brown OSD finish.  

 
23-2-12-108   Collar            Brown OSD finish. N/S lugs. Maker marked Proctor Toronto.  
 

 
 

OVERSEAS 
 

Badges by Tiptaft 



 
 

 
 

 
23-2-11-110  Cap                  Gilding metal. Slide fastener. Not maker marked 
 

Officers  

 
23-2-11-112  Cap                  Oxidized white metal with numeral polished off. Not maker marked 

 
23-2-11-114  Cap                  Dark brown finish. Lug fastener maker marked Tiptaft  

 
23-2-12-114   Collar              Brown OSD. Not maker marked  



 
 

 
 

 
23-2-12-116   Collar              OR’s Browning gilding metal. N/S lugs. Maker marked Tiptaft B’ham    
 
23-2-11-118   Cap                   Silver plate Tiptaft B’ham         

 
23-2-12-118   Collar              Officers Silver plate Tiptaft B’ham         
 
23-2-11-120   Cap                  Gilt on browning gilding metal Tiptaft B’ham         
 
23-2-12-120   Collar               Gilt on browning gilding metal Tiptaft B’ham          
 

‘Made up’ pattern cap badges  

 
23-2-11-122   Cap                  F.T. Proctor collar applied over maple leaf.   

‘Made up’ pattern cap badges  
 
23-2-11-124   Cap                  Tiptaft collar applied over maple leaf.   
 

3rd Divisional Cyclist Company 1916 
 
The Cyclist Company of the 3rd Divisional Mounted Troops was raised in February 1916 from the 
Canadian Reserve Cyclist Company in England which was being replenished by volunteers from the 
Canadian Overseas Cyclist Depot in Canada. The infantry battalions of the 3rd Division sailed for France in 
the fall of 1915 followed in the spring of 1916 by the 3rd Divisional Cavalry and Cyclist Where almost 
immediately, in May 1916 (authorized under General Order 63 1917), the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Divisional 
Cyclist Companies were amalgamated to form the Canadian Corps Cyclist Battalion. The 3rd Divisional 
Cyclist Company was disbanded under General Order 208 of November 15th 1920. 
 
Badges attributed to P.W. Ellis but this unlikely as the unit was formed in England 



 
 

 
 

 
Other Ranks 

 
23-3-11-102   Cap                   Flat brown finish. Flat cut sheet copper lugs. Not maker marked 

 
23-3-12-102   Collar                 Flat brown finish. E/W flat cut sheet copper lugs. Not maker marked 

 
23-3-14-104   Shoulder title          Dark brown finish by Caron. Not maker marked  
 
23-3-14-106   Title         ‘3’ over  ‘CYCLIST’ gilt lacquered gilding metal by Caron Bros. 
 

Officers  
 
23-3-11-108   Cap                  Brown OSD with N/S round copper lugs 

 
23-3-12-108   Collar                 Brown OSD with N/S round copper lugs 
 
23-3-11-110   Cap                     Silver plate 

 
23-3-12-110   Collar                 Silver plate 
 

Canadian Corps Cyclist Battalion 1916-1918  



 
 

 
 

 
Effective May 16th 1916 the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Divisional Cyclist Companies were amalgamated to form the 
Canadian Corps Cyclist Battalion, (authorized under General Order 63 1917) The 4th Divisional Cyclist 
Battalion in England was disbanded and the troops assigned to the Canadian Reserve Cyclist Company as 
reinforcements. The formation patch for the Canadian Corps cyclist was a triangle of Red, Royal blue and 
French Grey representing the colours of the Division patch of the three Divisional Cyclist Companies 
forming the unit. The Canadian Corps Cyclist Battalion was disbanded under General Order 208 of 
November 15th 1920. 

Formation patch 

 
 
23-3-22-100   Sleeve patch         Red, Royal blue and French grey  triangle   
 

Canadian Divisional Cyclists 
 

Badges by J.R. Gaunt 
 

Other ranks 

 
23-5-11-102   Cap                   Natural brass. Lug fasteners with J.R.Gaunt makers tab    

 
23-5-12-102   Collar                Natural brass. Lug fasteners with J.R.Gaunt makers tab   
 

 
23-5-14-102   Title                  Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 



 
 

 
 

 
Officers 

 
23-5-11-104   Cap                  Red Brown OSD finish. Lug fasteners with J.R.Gaunt makers tab    

 
23-5-11-108   Collar               Red Brown OSD finish. Lug fasteners with J.R.Gaunt makers tab  

 
23-5-11-106   Cap                  Chocolate Brown OSD finish. Lug fasteners with J.R.Gaunt makers 
tab    
 

Badges by W.J. Tiptaft 
 

Other ranks 
 

Canadian Corps Cyclists 

 
23-5-11-108   Cap             Natural brass.  



 
 

 
 

 
23-5-11-108   Collar                        Natural brass. 29 x 35mm. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked      

 
23-5-14-112   Title               Curved ‘CYCLIST’ brass by Tiptaft       
 

Officers 
 
23-5-11-114   Cap                Gilt . By Tiptaft B’ham   
 
23-5-12-114   Collar            Gilt . By Tiptaft B’ham   
 

4th Divisional Cyclist Company  
 

Formed in England April 1916 disbanded May 1916 
 
The 4th Cyclist Company Divisional Mounted Troops was raised from the Canadian Reserve Cyclist 
Company in England in April 1916 being authorized under General Order 63 1917 with other personnel in 
Canada ready to sail. A shortage of accommodation in England restricting the movement of these troops 
from Canada. Effective May 16th 1916 the 1st 2nd and 3rd Divisional Cyclist Companies were 
amalgamated to form the Canadian Corps Cyclist Battalion, (authorized under General Order 63 1917), at 
this time the 4th Divisional Cyclist Battalion was disbanded and the troops in England re-assigned to the 
Canadian Reserve Cyclist Company as reinforcements. Those in Canada to the Canadian Divisional Cyclist 
Depot. The 4th Divisional Cyclist Company was disbanded under General Order 208 of November 15th 
1920. 
 

Badges by Bailey 
 

Other ranks 

 
23-4-11-100   Cap                   Browning or blackened gilding metal. Flat cut sheet brass lugs.  
 
23-4-12-100   Collar                Browning gilding metal      
 

Officers 



 
 

 
 

 
23-4-11-102   Cap                  Red brown finish (OSD?) by Bailey  
 
23-4-12-102   Collar              Red brown finish (OSD?) by Bailey  
 
23-4-11-104   Cap                  Gilt on gilding metal by Bailey     
 
23-4-12-104  Collar               Gilt on gilding metal by Bailey 
 
23-4-11-106   Cap                  Silver plate on gilding metal by Bailey  
 
23-4-12-106   Collar              Silver plate on gilding  metal by Bailey 
 

Canadian Cyclist Draft 
 
The Canadian Cyclist draft was raised in Military District 2 with cyclists slated for 1st through 4th 
Divisional Cyclist Companies. The date of the formation of the Draft is uncertain but as reference is made 
to the 4th Division in the regimental block numbers listing likely early in 1916. Only cap badges and 
shoulder titles are currently noted both by Birks . 

 
23-6-11-100   Cap          Browning gilding metal flat back marked Birks  
 
23-6-14-100   Title         Brass ‘CYCLISTS’ over ‘CANADA” by Birks but not maker marked    
 

5th Divisional Cyclist Company 1916 
 
The 5th Canadian Division was formed in England in 1916 and disbanded early in 1917 with the exception 
of the Divisional Artillery and 5th Divisional Machine Gun Battalions. Although authorized the 5th Cyclist 
Company Divisional Mounted Troops was never formed. 
 


