
 

 

THE 2nd DIVISION 
 
Even as the 1st Contingent sailed for England in October 1914 the offer of a 2nd Division had been 
accepted by the Imperial Government. A warning for the raising of a second Canadian Division was sent 
out October 7th 1914. Orders being sent out October 18th to recruit a further 14 Infantry battalions these 
numbered 18 to 31. The District Officers Commanding were able to report that sufficient number of 
volunteers were available and a 2nd Division was established November 2nd 1914. An additional battalion, 
the 32nd, was authorized to be organized at Winnipeg. The original intention was that just two infantry 
brigades would be formed in Canada the 5th Brigade to comprise of the 21st, 22nd, 24th and 26th 
battalions and the 6th Brigade to comprise the 18th, 19th, 27th and 29th battalions the remaining seven 
battalions to provide reinforcements. By December 26th 1914 in was evident that the four battalions of the 
4th Brigade of the 1st Division in England would be required to form training and reinforcement battalions 
so the establishment of the 2nd Division was altered to comprise of three infantry brigades; the 4th Brigade 
from Western Ontario comprising of the 18th, 19th 20th and 21st Battalions, the 5th Brigade from Quebec 
and the Maritimes comprising the 22nd, 24th, 25th and 26th Battalions; and the 6th Brigade from Western 
Canada to comprise of the 27th, 28th, 29th and 31st Battalions. The 23rd, 30th and 32nd Battalions being 
designated as training and reinforcing battalions.  
 
Unlike the 1st Contingent the 2nd Division sailed for England in different convoys as space became 
available all having arrived by June 1915. As Canada’s entire inventory of modern artillery had 
accompanied the 1st Division the 2nd Divisional artillery proceeded overseas without gums. The first three 
infantry battalions of the 2nd Division to proceed overseas were the three reserve battalions, the 23rd, 30th 
and 32nd these sailing for England in February 1915. The heavy losses suffered by the Canadian 1st 
Division at the Second Battle of Ypres in Flanders in April/May 1915 saw 2,337 of the 2,884 23rd, 30th 
and 32nd Battalions sent to France as reinforcements by May of 1915. The 2nd Division sailed for France 
in September 1915. 
 

2nd DIVISION FORMATION PATCHES 
 
The introduction of identifying coloured formation patches was discussed in August 1916. The tentative 
colours selected for the three divisions in the field being red for the 1st Division, blue for the 2nd Division 
and white for the 3rd Division. These patches were introduced in September 1916. Initially being worn 
sewn on the back 1-inch below the collar. Within days of being introduced the colour of the 3rd Division 
was changed from white to black. The units of the 2nd Division were given permission to move these to the 
sleeves within days. The formation patches for the officers of the 2nd Division had a Roman numeral ‘II’ 
within the letter ‘C’ in gold wire ‘Bullion‘. Presumably the other divisions also moved the patches from the 
back to the sleeves in the fall of 1916.  
 

2nd Division formation and brigade distinguishing patches introduced 1916 
 

Other ranks 

 
 
460-1-23-100   Divisional Patch         
 

Officers 



 

 

 
460-1-23-101   Divisional Patch         
 

The introduction of metal shoulder strap identifying marks 
 
Militia Order No.11 of January 4th 1915 reads in part: “CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
CLOTHING AND EQUIPPING OF. With reference to Militia Order 524,1914, the following are added to 
the detail of articles authorized for issue to men of the 2nd Division , Canadian Expeditionary Force :- 
NECESSARIES (listed for both Mounted and Dismounted troops) 
 
Identity discs, metal   1 
Badges, bronze: 
 
Cap                   1 
Collars, prs.      1 
 
Shoulder 
Initials, sets       1 
Numerals, sets  1 

Non authorized titles introduced in 1915 
 
An interesting letter is included in the badge files of the 201st Battalion in the Canadian Archives written 
June 18th 1916 by Lieutenant M.K. McKechnie, Scout Officer, 201st Bn. C.E.F. to Lieutenant A.K. 
Coventry D.I.O 2nd Military District that reads in part “, I should be very much obliged if you could inform 
me whether it is permissible for men of the scout section to wear the word SCOUT in metal letters upon 
their shoulder strap after the manner commonly done by signalers (who carry SIGNAL). Some battalions 
are doing this, but before authorizing my men to purchase the badges, I should like this ruling.” The reply 
June 20th 1916 from the D.I.O. reads in part “I have the honour to call your attention to C.E.F. Orders 
(Administrative Staff) No.15 dated June 8th, informing that such practice is not yet permitted.” 
 
An appendix to the C.E.F. Routine Order No.492 of April 26th 1918 listd authorized shoulder titles that 
were approved for soldiers proceeding overseas. These being CAMC, CADC, CASC, CAVC, CE, CFA, 
CGA, and SIGNAL in addition the various Depot Battalion titles. Also “Permanent Force will wear their 
regimental badges.” (RCA, RCHA, RCD, RCR). 
 
In addition to the titles illustrated below others may possibly exist. 
 

Badge by Caron Bros. Not maker marked. 

 
400-1-14 101   Title                   ‘AMB’ (Ambulance) Brown finish.  

 
400-1-14 103   Title                   ‘AMC’ (Army Medical Corps) Brown finish.  



 

 

 
400-1-14-105   Title                   ‘BAND’. Issued with gilt lacquer finish  
 
400-1-14-107   Title                   ‘BUGLE’. Issued with gilt lacquer finish  

 
400-1-14-109   Title                   ‘CE’ (Canadian Engineers). Issued with gilt lacquer finish 

   
400-1-14-111   Title                   ‘ISI’ (Infantry Sanitary Inspector?) Issued with gilt lacquer finish 

 
400-1-14-113   Title                   ‘MGS’ (Machine Gun Section). Brown finish 

 
400-1-14 115   Title                   ‘MT’ (Mechanical Transport). Brown finish 

 
400-1-14-117   Title                   ‘SCOUT’ Gilding metal 

 
400-1-14-119   Title                   ‘SCR’ (Unidentified). Brass with square stops. Maker unidentified  

 
400-1-14 121   Title                   ‘SRE’ (Skilled Railway Employee). Issued with gilt lacquer finish 
 

2nd Division Reserve and Reinforcement Battalions 
 

23rd Infantry Battalion 1914 - 1916 
 
The 23rd Infantry Battalion began recruiting in Montreal and Quebec City October 21st 1914 with 
headquarters at Montreal as a French speaking reinforcing and training battalion for the 4th Canadian 
Infantry Brigade being authorized under General Order 35 of 1915. However the Francophone speakers 
were withdrawn from the battalion and reassigned to the 22nd Battalion to bring this up to strength prior to 
this sailing for England May 20th 1915. The Francophone speakers being replaced with volunteers from 
Western Canada, 200 from Victoria BC, 200 from the 103rd Calgary Rifles in Alberta and a further 100  
from Winnipeg. The 23rd, 30th and 32nd were assigned as reinforcing and training battalions for the 2nd 
Canadian Division sailed for England ahead of the main body of the 2nd Division proceeding to England in 
February 1915. The 23rd Battalion sailed February 23rd 1915 with 35 Officers and 942 OR's under 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel F.W. Fisher (3rd Victoria Rifles). By May of 1915 of the 2.884 all ranks 
of the 23rd, 30th and 32nd Battalions 2337 had been sent to France as reinforcements to replace the 1st 
Division’s losses in the Second Battle of Ypres.  
 
The regimental numbers block for the for the original contingent of the 23rd Canadian Infantry Battalion 



 

 

was 63001 - 65000. 
 
The 23rd Battalion sailed for England with General Service Maple Leaf pattern badges, these being worn 
until 1916. 1915 Elkington type 2 and post September 1915 Elkington type 3 collar badges being the only 
regimental distinctive currently identified. Between its arrival in England in February and September 30th 
1915 the establishment of the 23rd Battalion fluctuated from a low of 35 officers and 360 OR's in June 
1915 to a high of 92 Officers and 2,045 OR’s as the battalion absorbed reinforcing drafts from infantry 
battalions forming in Canada. 

Overseas 

 
523-12-102   Collar             Brass. Elkington pattern (Type 2) 

 
523-12-104   Collar             Brass. Elkington pattern (Type 3) 
 

Reinforcing drafts for the 23rd Overseas Battalion 1915 
 
Three reinforcing drafts of replacements for the 23rd, 30th and 32nd Battalions and PPCLI were dispatched 
to England in 1915 all being raised from McGill University. The first No.2 University Company with six 
officers and 264 other ranks sailed June 29th 1915, No.3 University Company sailed September 4th with 
four officers and 323 other ranks , and No.4 University Company on November 27th 1915 with five 
officers and 250 other ranks. Over the course of 1915 the establishment of the 23rd Battalion fluctuated 
from a low of 35 officers and 360 other ranks in June 1915 to a high of 92 Officers and 2,045 other ranks 
by September 30th 1915. 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
A directive issued in Canada, Militia Order No.164 of 29th March 1915, lists ‘Canadian Expeditionary 
Force - Clothing and Equipment. Badges- cap 1, collar, prs 1. Shoulder- Canada prs 1, Initials sets 1, 
Numerals- sets 1.’.  
 
It is currently undetermined if or when the numeral and initial sets were introduced into France for wear but 
orders of May 25th 1916 list that battalion numerals and ‘INF’ titles were available for issue in both 
England and France.  

 
523-12-106   Numeral               Maker not currently identified possibly by Scully 

 
523-12-108   Numeral               Gilt lacquer on gm. Hemsley pattern lugs by Caron Bros 

 
523-12-110   Numeral                Copper on gm. Maker marked ‘P.W. Ellis & Co. Ltd. 1915’ 



 

 

 
523-12-112   Numeral                 Copper. Marked Birks 1916. Flat cut sheet copper lugs 
 

Officers badges attributed to Tiptaft 
 
This pattern is of the same design as a number of similar  badges believed adopted in early 1916. 
 
523-11-114   Cap                 Brown finish, semi flat back with pin fastener. 

 
523-12-114   Collar         Die cast semi-hollow reverse. Pin fastener. By Tiptaft not maker marked 
 

23rd Reserve Battalion 1916- 1917 
 
In April 1916 the 23rd Infantry Battalion was designated as the 23rd Reserve Battalion to serve as a 
reinforcing battalion for the Anglophone battalions from Quebec serving on the Western Front. During this 
period of operations the 23rd Reserve Battalion absorbed drafts from the 105th and the 117th, 142nd 
Battalions. Reserve Battalions unlike the training and reserve infantry battalions were permanent 
establishments. 

 
523-11-116   Cap                     Brass 

 
523-14-116   Title                        Brass. Numerals added over ’CANADA’ title 
 

Officers 



 

 

 
523-11-118   Cap                     White metal plated brass overlay . Lug fasteners. Not maker 
marked 

 
523-12-118   Collar                      Brown finish   
 

23rd (Montreal) Reserve Battalion 1917- 1918 
 
In the January 1917 reorganization of the CEF and Canadian Militia the 23rd Reserve Battalion was 
designated as the 23rd (Montreal) Reserve Battalion as the reinforcing battalion for the 14th and 24th 
Infantry Battalions and the 4th Canadian Labor Battalion serving on the Western Front and for the 199th 
Battalion in England assigned to the 15th Brigade, of the proposed 5th Canadian Division. During this 
period of its operations the 23rd Reserve Battalion absorbed the 244th and 245th Infantry Battalions and 
the Jewish Infantry Company. In May 1917 the 23rd Reserve Battalion absorbed the 22nd Reserve 
Battalion this having been the reinforcing battalion for the 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles and the 87th 
Battalion Serving on the Western Front. In early 1918 the 4th Canadian Labor Battalion was absorbed into 
the Canadian Engineers and the 23rd (Montreal) Reserve Battalion absorbed the 199th Battalion from the 
5th Division on this being declared moribund. The Quebec Regiment was authorized under General Order 
77 of May 15th 1918 with the 10th, 20th 22nd, and 23rd Reserve Battalions providing reinforcements to the 
Quebec battalions serving on the Western Front. As components of the Quebec Regiment all four reserve 
battalions were all disbanded under General Order 213 of November 15th 1920.  

 



 

 

523-11-122   Cap                     Brass. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
523-12-122   Collar                      Gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
523-12-124   Collar        Brass. Maker marked ‘Tiptaft B’ham’  
 

Bandsman 
 
523-11-126   Cap            Silver plate. Lug fasteners. 
 
523-12-126  Collar         Silver plate 

 
 

Officers badges attributed to Tiptaft 
 
523-11-128   Cap            Brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
523-12-128   Collar        Brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
523-11-130   Cap            Brown OSD with silver numerals. Flat back with ‘fold over’ tang fasteners 



 

 

 
523-12-130   Collar        Brown OSD with silver numerals. Flat back with ‘fold over’ tang fasteners 
 
A number of regimental depots purchased badges with regimental funds around the time of their formation 
in 1917 and then applied for permission to have these officially approved. Letters rejecting these, one dated 
January 23rd 1918 stating ‘The Minister does not concur in the issue of special badges‘. Another dated July 
15th 1918 states ‘Special badges for Depot Battalions is disapproved. ‘Canadian Expeditionary Force 
Routine Order 492 of April 25th 1918 ‘Authorized badges only to be worn by Drafts proceeding overseas: 
Drafts proceeding overseas will wear only the authorized C.E.F. badges of the arm of the service to which 
they belong, as detailed in the appendix to Orders of this date. It will be distinctly understood that the 
wearing of special badges is not permitted except as laid down in General Instruction No.150, issued with 
Militia Order 369-371.’ The appendix lists the only universal maple leaf pattern cap and collar badges, 
Engineers and CFA cap badges with small grenade collars; and CASC collar badges. Initial shoulder titles 
are listed for the Corps troops and  the various Depot Battalion shoulder titles for the infantry. Finally 
details of the Permanent Force will wear their own regimental badges. 

 
80-4-23-11-102   Cap       Brown and enamels. By Tiptaft. Not maker marked 
 

Please see Garrison and Reserve section for further details 
 

30th (British Columbia ) Battalion (Training & Reserve)  
(October 27th 1914 -1917) 

 
The 30th Canadian Infantry Battalion began recruiting in British Columbia with mobilization headquarters 
at Victoria October 27th 1914 being authorized under General Order 142 of July 5th 1915. The battalion 
was raised by the 68th Regiment (Earl Grey’s Own Rifles) this regiment later raising the 102nd Battalion. 
The 30th Battalion sailed for England February 23rd 1915 with a strength of 35 officers and 980 OR's 
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel J.A. Hall (88th Victoria Fusiliers). The 23rd, 30th and 32nd 
Battalions had originally been assigned as the reinforcing and training battalions for the 2nd Division in a 
role similar to that played by the 9th, 11th, 12th and 17th in the 1st Division, however by May of 1915 
within weeks of their arrival 2337 of the 2.884 all ranks of the 23rd, 30th and 32nd Battalions had been sent 
to France as reinforcements to replace the 1st Division’s losses in the Second Battle of Ypres. After its 
ranks were replenished the 30th Infantry Battalion served as a reserve and training battalion for CEF 
battalions from British Columbia serving with the Canadian Corps on the Western Front. During this period 
of its operations absorbed the 62nd and 88th Battalions on their arrival from Canada. The corrected 
regimental numbers block for the for the 30th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 77001 - 79000. 
 
The 30th Battalion being the second battalion raised in British Columbia used the designation of the 2nd 



 

 

British Columbia in 1917 adopting badges with this title. 
 

OVERSEAS 
 
The 30th Battalion proceeded overseas wearing General Service pattern badges. No Elkington pattern C 
over numeral collar badges are currently reported for the 30th Battalion.. Cap and collar badges struck in 
brass were procured, probably in mid 1915, from J.W. Tiptaft this issue not being maker marked. These 
badges are noted in two different finishes one in natural brass the other in darkened brass. 
 

Badges attributed to Tiptaft 
 

Other ranks 

 
530-11-102   Cap                     Brown finish. Tiptaft pattern lugs. Not maker marked 

Natural brass finish 
 
It is thought that the brass pattern was not issued due to the adoption of the second pattern badges 

 
530-11-104   Cap                     Brass . Tiptaft pattern lugs. Not maker marked 

 
530-12-104   Collar                 Brass . Tiptaft pattern lugs. Not maker marked 
 

Officers 



 

 

 
530-11-106   Cap                     Red/Brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Cloth Shoulder title 
 
Cloth shoulder titles were produced for a number of the battalions of the 1st Contingent and 2nd Division. 
Photographs extant show these worn on the Canadian seven button tunic. It is likely they were worn only in 
England prior to the CEF being re-equipped with the British five button tunic before sailing for France in 
February 1915. All are extremely rare. 

 
530-22-102   Cloth shoulder title with red lettering woven through green cloth and white backing cloth  
 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
A directive issued in Canada, Militia Order No.164 of 29th March 1915, lists ‘Canadian Expeditionary 
Force - Clothing and Equipment. Badges- cap 1, collar, prs 1. Shoulder- Canada prs 1, Initials sets 1, 
Numerals- sets 1.’.  
 
It is currently undetermined if or when the numeral and initial sets were introduced into France for wear but 
orders of May 25th 1916 list that battalion numerals and ‘INF’ titles were available for issue in both 
England and France.  

 
523-12-108   Numeral         Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
523-12-110   Numeral        Brown finish. Maker marked ‘P.W. Ellis & Co. Ltd. 1915’ 
 
523-12-112   Numeral        Brown finish. Flat cut sheet copper lugs. Maker marked Birks 1916.  

 
523-12-113   Numeral        Gilt by Tiptaft. (It is not confirmed that this numeral should be attributed to 
the 30th Battalion.) 

Officers (Proto-type) 



 

 

 
This badge was not approved being similar in design to the Brigadiers pattern cap badges with a lion 
surmounting the Tudor crown, A letter from the Commanding Officer dated November 25th 1916 claims 
that approval for the battalion badge was given by the General Officer Commanding the Canadian Training 
Depot March 15th 1915. However this pattern was ordered removed and is now considered one of the 
rarities of the CEF series. This issue was possibly produced by J.R. Gaunt.  

 
530-11-114   Cap                     Darkened brass. Flat back. Lug fasteners lugs not maker marked    

 
530-12-114   Collar                 Darkened brass. Flat back. Lug fasteners lugs not maker marked. 
 

Second pattern badges 
 
New pattern badges were adopted in 1917 comprising of a maple leaf with the numeral ‘2‘ over ‘British 
Columbia’ ribbon. This reflects that the 30th Battalion was the second battalion raised in British Columbia 
to proceed overseas. (The first being the 7th Battalion, ‘1st British Columbia’).  
 

Badges by Tiptaft 
 

Type 1 with pointed maple leaf and wide blunt ‘2’ 

 
530-11-116   Cap            White metal. Slide plain or marked ‘J.W.Tiptaft & Son Birmingham’  



 

 

 
530-12-116   Collar        White metal. Lug fasteners 
 
530-14-116   Numeral     Gilding metal ‘30‘. Maker marked ‘Tiptaft B’ham’ 

 
530-11-118   Cap                   Modified with motto ribbon carefully cut off. (By Tiptaft not maker 
marked) 

 
530-12-118   Collar                 Brass. Tiptaft lugs maker marked Tiptaft B;ham 
 

Officers 

 
530-11-120   Cap              Red brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 



 

 

530-12-120   Collar             Die cast sterling silver. Flat back. Marked Sterling, not maker marked     

 
530-11-122   Cap                   Modified with motto ribbon carefully cut off. (By Tiptaft not maker 
marked) 
 

Officers (?) By unidentified maker 
 
Broad numeral ‘2’ 

 
530-11-124   Cap              Brown finish on brass (finish polished off numeral). Lug fasteners. Not  
marked 

 
530-12-124   Collar           Brown finish on brass (finish polished off numeral). Lug fasteners. Not  
marked 
 

Type 3 with tall narrow maple leaf by Tiptaft 



 

 

 
530-11-126   Cap                     White metal. By Tiptaft not maker marked. Lug fasteners 

 
530-12-126   Collar                 White metal. Lug fasteners    
 

Reserve Battalions of British Columbia 
 
In January 1917 the 30th Battalion amalgamated with other BC Battalions in England to form the 1st 
Reserve Battalion this one of three reserve battalions established in January 1917 to provide reinforcements 
to CEF battalions raised in Military District No.11 and then serving in France and Flanders. In May 1917 
the 1st Reserve Battalion absorbed the 24th Reserve Battalion and in February 1918 the 15th Reserve 
Battalion becoming the sole reinforcing battalion for the British Columbia Regiment, this authorized under 
General Order 77 of April 15th 1918 to supply reinforcements to the 7th, 29th and 72nd Infantry Battalions 
serving with the Canadian Corps on the Western Front. Being fully depleted of all ranks effective 
September 1st 1917 the 30th Battalion was disbanded under General Order 82 of 1918 
 

Please see Garrison and Reserve section for further details 
 

32nd Battalion (Manitoba & Saskatchewan) 1915 - 1917 
 
The 32nd Canadian Infantry Battalion began recruiting in Western Manitoba and Saskatchewan with 
mobilization headquarters at Winnipeg October 27th 1914 the battalion was raised by the by the 12th 
Manitoba Dragoons being authorized under General Order 142 of July 5th 1915. The regiment had 
previously contributed 201 volunteers to the 5th Battalion on its formation at Camp Valcartier in August 
1914. The 32nd Battalion sailed for England February 23rd 1915 with 35 officers and 962 OR's under 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel H.J. Cowan (R.C.R). The 23rd 30th and 32nd Battalions were allotted as 
reinforcing and training units for the three infantry brigades of the 2nd Division in a role similar to that 
played by the 9th, 11th, 12th and 17th Battalions in the 1st Division. The 23rd, 30th and 32nd Battalions 
preceded the rest of the 2nd Division sailing for England in February 1915 but by May of 1915 the 
desperate need of trained reinforcements to replace the Canadian losses suffered by the 1st Division in the 
Second Battle of Ypres saw 2337 of the 2.884 all ranks of the three battalions sent to France as 
reinforcements. A replenished 32nd Infantry Battalion served as a reserve and training battalion for CEF 
Battalions raised in Saskatchewan serving on the Western Front. During the period of its operations the 
32nd Battalion absorbed the 68th, 94th Infantry Battalions on their arrival from Canada. In January 1917 
the 32nd Battalion merged with the other Saskatchewan Battalions in England to form the 15th Reserve 
Battalion. The regimental numbers block for the 32nd Canadian Infantry Battalion was 81001 - 83000. 
 
It is believed that the 32nd Battalion proceeded overseas wearing General Service pattern badges. The first 



 

 

issue of badges were produced by W.J. Dingley, 77 Warston Lane, Birmingham.  
 

OVERSEAS 
 

Badges by W.J. Dingley 
 
The stalk on the maple leaf is curved and the top of the numeral ‘2’ is pointed with ball on the tail the 
numerals touch. 

 
532-11-102   Cap            Dark brown Small ½ round copper wire lugs. Not maker marked 

  
532-12-102   Collar         Dark brown Small ½ round copper wire lugs. Not maker marked 
 

NCOs (?) 
 
532-11-104   Cap             Pickled finish. Not maker marked 

 
532-12-104   Collar          Pickled finish. Not maker marked 
 

Officers 



 

 

 
5  Cap                Hall marked sterling silver. Pin fastener 
 
Between February and May of 1915 officers badges were purchased from W.J. Dingley. Hallmarked 
sterling silver mark ‘JWD’ year date 1914/15 (Hallmarks continue to be dated from March to March).  
 

Bandsman (?) 

 
532-12-108   Collar        Gilt. Die cast. Small Dingley pattern copper lugs. 

 
532-11-109   Cap                Blackened white metal with finish polished off numerals 
 

Reinforcements for the PPCLI, 23rd, 30th and 32nd Overseas Battalions 1915 
 
Three reinforcing drafts for the PPCLI, 23rd, 30th and 32nd Battalions were dispatched to England in 1915 
all being raised from McGill University. The first No.2 University Company with six officers and 264 OR's 
sailed June 29th 1915, No.3 University Company sailed September 4th with four officers and 323 OR's, 
and No.4 University Company on November 27th 1915 with five officers 
and 250 OR's.  

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
A directive issued in Canada, Militia Order No.164 of 29th March 1915, lists ‘Canadian Expeditionary 
Force - Clothing and Equipment. Badges- cap 1, collar, prs 1. Shoulder- Canada prs 1, Initials sets 1, 
Numerals- sets 1.’.  



 

 

 
It is currently undetermined if or when the numeral and initial sets were introduced into France for wear but 
orders of May 25th 1916 list that battalion numerals and ‘INF’ titles were available for issue in both 
England and France.  

 
532-12-110   Numeral      Copper. Maker marked ‘P.W. Ellis & Co. Ltd. 1915’ 
 
532-12-112   Numeral      Copper. Marked Birks 1916. Flat cut sheet copper lugs 
 
In January 1917 the 32nd Battalion amalgamated with the 53rd, 188th and 195th Battalions and a draft from 
the 152nd battalion to form the 15th Reserve Battalion under command of Lieutenant-Colonel F.J. Clark, 
this supplying reinforcements to the 5th and 28th Battalions serving on the Western Front. During its period 
of operations the 15th Reserve Battalion absorbed 214th, 232nd, 243rd and 249th Infantry Battalions. In 
October 1917 the 15th Reserve Battalion absorbed the 19th Reserve Battalion becoming the sole 
reinforcing battalion for the Saskatchewan Regiment, this authorized under General Order 57 of May 15th 
1918 and providing reinforcements to the 5th, 28th 45th and 1st CMR Battalions serving with the Canadian 
Corps on the Western Front. The Saskatchewan Regiment was disbanded under General Order 213 of 
November 15th 1920. The 15th Reserve battalion apparently continued to wear 32nd Battalion pattern 
badges although orders stated that only the General Service pattern badges were to be worn by reserve 
battalions. 

Badges by Tiptaft 
 
Cap badges with blunt ‘2’ and straight stem on maple leaf. Collars with curved stem and small ‘Canada‘.  

 
532-11-116   Cap             Natural gilding metal. Slide fastener marked J.W. Tiptaft & Son Ltd. 
Birmingham 

 
532-12-116   Collar        Natural gilding metal. Maker marked Tiptaft  



 

 

 
532-11-118   Cap              Natural gilding metal. Slide fastener Not maker marked 

 
532-12-118   Collar      Natural gilding metal finish. Large brass wire lugs Not maker marked 

 
532-11-120   Cap              Natural gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
532-12-120   Collar          Brass small ‘C’ over ‘32’. Maker marked ‘Tiptaft B‘ham’ 
 

Officers 



 

 

 
532-11-122   Cap             Silver plate. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
532-12-122   Collar         Silver plate. With lug fasteners  
 
532-11-124   Cap            Hall marked sterling silver. Reported not verified 
 
532-12-124   Collar        Hall marked sterling silver. With horizontal pin fastener  

 
532-11-126   Cap         Brown OSD finish. Tiptaft pattern lugs. Not maker marked 
 

‘Made up’ cap badge 

 
532-11-128   Cap           Made up cap badge with lugs added to unfinished planchette 

Counterfeit cap badges  
 
The genuine other ranks Tiptaft cap badge illustrated above was used to make a mould for counterfeit 
badges these offered for sale on the United Kingdom eBay site. Note the blurred lettering, ‘off metals’ and 
extra metal around the design this not found on the original die struck example.  
 



 

 

532-11-130   Cap           Pressure cast brass. 

 
532-11-132   Cap           Pressure cast silver 
 

2nd DIVISION CORPS TROOPS 
 

2nd Canadian Division Unit of Supply (CASC) circa 1916/17 

 
 
460-1-23-102   Formation sign  ‘Made up’ example. Genuine patch has a black felt shamrock sewn onto 
the red 1st Division patch. (A genuine example of this formation patch was held in the Major John Waring 
collection.) 

CANADIAN MACHINE GUNS IN WWI 
 
Three different Machine Gun elements served in the CEF. The Motor Machine Guns, Light Machine Gun 
and Heavy Machine Gun each being under separate commands with different roles and different weaponry.  
 

MACHINE GUN SECTIONS 
 
On the outbreak of WWI the Canadian armed forces had a total of 35 Maxim (these obsolescent), three 
Vicar’s, three French Laird Mentyne Dagaille and two Colts, the RNWMP also had three Vickers. An 
outstanding order for 50 Vickers was in place but never delivered to Canada as all output from the factory 
was requisitioned by the British Government. On its formation in 1914 the prescribed compliment for each 
CEF Battalion was for two machine guns and to meet this need an order was placed with Colt to purchase 
50 guns in September 1914 and a further order for 250 in October 1914. The first contingent sailed with the 
20 guns that Colt could provide. After the arrival of the first Contingent in England the compliment for 
each battalion was increased from two to four machine guns. A further request to Vickers for 30 Light 
Machine Guns to meet the shortfall was made but could not be filled. The Company offering instead 30 
Maxims which were declined. Only an additional 51 Colts were shipped to England before the 1st Division 
sailed for France in February 1915. 
 
Each Infantry Battalion had a Light Machine Gun Section armed with Hotchkiss and later Lewis Guns and 
brigade heavy machine gun sections armed with the Vicker‘s machine guns. These evolving into Brigade 
Machine Gun Companies and eventually Divisional Machine Gun Battalions these in 1917 being grouped 



 

 

under overall command of the Canadian Machine Gun Corps. Unauthorized M.G. brigade badges were 
adopted in 1916 these being replaced with authorized patterns after the inception of the Canadian Machine 
Gun Corps.  
 
The Canadian Machine Gun Depot was formed at Seaford Camp in May 1916 from the 86th Machine Gun 
Battalion CEF. The 86th Battalion was raised with headquarters at Hamilton Ontario effective December 
22nd 1915 and sailed for England May 22nd 1916 where on its arrival was reorganized to form the 
Canadian Machine Gun Depot. Being fully depleted of all ranks the 86th Infantry Battalion was officially 
disbanded effective September 1st 1917 under General Order 82 of 1918. The Canadian Machine Gun 
Depot acted as a training depot for the Lewis and Hotchkiss light machine guns operated by the Light 
Machine Gun Section of each infantry battalion. Also the Vickers heavy machine guns operated by the 
Canadian Machine Gun Companies later the CMGC and the Motor Machine Gun Brigades. In addition the 
Canadian Machine Gun Depot served as the reserve unit for the 1st and 2nd Motor Machine Gun Brigades 
and the Canadian Machine Gun School, a sub unit of the Canadian Machine Gun Depot, and the Reserve 
unit of the Canadian Machine Gun Corps reinforcing the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Machine Gun Battalions as 
well as the Machine Gun Squadron of the Canadian Cavalry Brigade. 
 

THE CANADIAN MACHINE GUN CORPS 1917 - 1918 
 
The Canadian Machine Gun Corps was organized in France April 16th 1917 bringing all Canadian machine 
gun units under its command; this authorized under Routine Order 558 of February 22nd 1917. A machine 
gun depot having been organized at Seaford in England on January 4th 1917. In September 1917 the 
machine gun companies were detached from the Infantry Brigades and redesignated as Divisional Machine 
Gun Companies each under command of a Lieutenant-Colonel at this time the personnel of each machine 
gun battalion was increased to eight officers and 1100 OR’s. In January 1918 an additional machine gun 
company was added to the compliment of each of the machine gun battalions these usually being formed 
with an echelon withdrawn from the existing machine gun companies with additional personnel from 
disbanded infantry battalions or from the Machine Gun Pool.  
 
In 1918 the Divisional Heavy Machine Guns were organized into four battalions each of four companies 
with four batteries each of eight machine guns. Each Battalion was under command of a 
Lieutenant-Colonel the batteries being self contained in regards to transportation and command. The 
Machine Gun Battalions were not authorized by General Order but organized under the Order In Council 
P.C. 2067 of August 6th 1914. All were disbanded under General Order 209 of November 15th 1920. 
Initially the heavy Machine gun was an integral part of the infantry battalion but the role was changed with 
the increase in numbers and the development of tactics. By 1918 each of the Machine Gun Battalions were 
under the nominal command of a Divisional Headquarters. During active operations the Battalion 
Commander served at Divisional HQ, the Company Commanders at Brigade Headquarters with Companies 
attached to Infantry Brigades or Battalions as necessary. 
 

Brigade Machine Gun Sections and Companies 1915 - 1918 
 

4th Canadian Infantry Brigade Machine Gun Company 
January 1st 1916 - July 1916 

 
The 4th Canadian Infantry Brigade Machine Gun Company was formed in Belgium from the machine gun 
sections of the 4th Infantry Brigade under command of Captain J.M.C. Edwards C.O. until October 1916. 
In July 1916 the 4th Canadian Infantry Brigade Machine Gun Company was redesignated the 4th Canadian 
Machine Gun Company. In October 1916 command passed Major W.J. Forbes-Mitchell C.O. until 
September 1917 when Major W.M. Pearce (previously C.O. with the 1st Canadian Machine Gun 
Company) took command when the 4th Machine Gun Company was detached from the 4th Infantry 
Brigade and assigned as the 4th Machine Gun Company 2nd Division being redesignated on reorganization 
March 27th 1918 as the 4th Company, 2nd Battalion, Canadian Machine Gun Corps. This under command 
of Lieutenant- Colonel J.G. Weir. 
 

4th Canadian Machine Gun Company 2nd Division  



 

 

Formation patches worn between fall 1916 and April 1918 

 

 
 

5th Canadian Infantry Machine Gun Company December 1915 - July 1916 
 
The 5th Canadian Infantry Brigade Machine Gun Company was formed in Belgium in December 1915 
from the machine gun sections of the 5th Infantry Brigade under command of Lieutenant S.W. Watson (5th 
RH of C) being redesignated as the 5th Canadian Machine Gun Company July 1916. On August 25th 1916 
command passed to Captain J.E. McCorkell, C.O. until November 7th 1916 when command passed to 
Major S. W. Watson , C.O. until July 27th 1917 when command reverted to Captain J.E. McCorkell. In 
September 1917 the 5th Machine Gun Company was detached from the 5th Infantry Brigade and assigned 
as the 5th Machine Gun Company 2nd Division being redesignated on reorganization March 27th 1918 as 
the 5th Company, 2nd Battalion, Canadian Machine Gun Corps under command of Lieutenant F.L. Much. 
 

5th Company, 2nd Battalion, Canadian Machine Gun Corps 
Formation patches worn between fall 1916 - March 1918 

 

 
 

6th Canadian Infantry Machine Gun Company December 1915 - July 1916 
 
The 6th Canadian Infantry Brigade Machine Gun Company was formed in Belgium in December 1915 
from the machine gun sections of the 6th Infantry Brigade under command of Captain T.A.H. Taylor. (6th 
DCOR), C.O. until April 11th 1916 when command passed to Captain A. Eastham. In July 1916 on being 
redesignated the 6th Canadian Machine Gun Company July 1916 command passed to Captain T.A.H. 
Taylor, C.O. until November 16th 1916 when now Major A. Eastman again took command until September 
1917 when the 6th Machine Gun Company was detached from the 6th Infantry Brigade and assigned as the 
6th Machine Gun Company 2nd Division under command of Major C.V. Grantham on September 29th 



 

 

1917. On March 27th 1918 as the 6th Company, 2nd Battalion, Canadian Machine Gun Corps. 
 

6th Canadian Machine Gun Company 2nd Division  
Formation patches worn between fall 1916 - March 1918 

 

 
 

14th Canadian Machine Gun Company January 1917 - September 8th 1917 
 
The 14th Canadian Machine Gun Company, 2nd Division was formed in January 1917 at Floringham under 
command of Major J. Barcevi (14th CLH) with personnel from the 4th and 5th Machine Gun Companies 
with additional personnel from the Machine Gun Depot. On March 27th 1918 the 4th, 5th and 6th machine 
gun companies amalgamated with the 14th Machine Gun Company as the 2nd Battalion, Canadian 
Machine Gun Corps 

14th Canadian Machine Gun Company 2nd Division  
Formation patches worn between January 1917 - March 1918 

 

 
 

2nd Battalion, Canadian Machine Gun Corps 
Formation patches worn between March 1918 and November 1918 



 

 

 
 
460-1-23-150   Divisional patch    Crimson or red arrow worn sewn on the blue divisional patch 

 
 
460-1-23-151   Divisional patch. Red arrow sewn on blue divisional patch 
 

Canadian (Infantry Brigade) Light Trench Mortar Batteries 1915 
 
A letter from GHQ of December 15th 1915 authorized the formation of two light trench mortar batteries, 
equipped with 2 inch Stokes Mortars, for each Infantry Brigade in Canada’s three Divisions. (The 4th 
Division was formed in England in April 1916 from units already there or soon to arrive from Canada.) The 
Light Trench Mortars batteries were organized within the brigade structure from trained infantry personnel 
and not the gunners of the medium and heavy trench mortar batteries of the Divisional Artillery. It appears 
that January 1st 1916 a number of light trench mortar brigades were almost immediately created for each of 
the three infantry divisions as War Diaries exist from January 1st to February 29th 1916 listing entries for 
these short lived mortar batteries. Each of these apparently under command of a lieutenant and conforming 
with the number of an infantry battalion in the 1st, 2nd or 3rd Infantry Divisions, the 14th Battalion in the 
1st Division (14th Canadian Light Mortar Battery under command of Lieutenant H.C. Higginbotham (30th 
Wellington Rifles, 34th Bn.CEF). Two in the 2nd Division the 25th Trench Mortar Battery formed in 
December 1915 initially under command of Lieutenant W.S. Tuck (HQ staff CFA). Later R.M. Fair, War 
Diaries from December 18th 1915 to March 31st 1916 becoming the 5th Light Trench Mortar Battery 
September 29th 1916. (Captain Fair was killed in action September 6th 1916) The 35th Battalion in the 2nd 
Division (35th Canadian Light Mortar Battery) no commanding officer listed; and the 46th Battalion in the 
3rd Division (46th Canadian Light Mortar Battery).Under command of Lieutenant W.E. McIntyre 8th RRC  
23rd Bn.CEF. These light mortar battery designations were apparently rendered defunct February 29th 
when number/letter/number designations were authorized. Another GHQ letter (9th September 1916) 
authorized that the two brigade batteries be combined, taking the brigade number for the new battery 
designation. The establishment apparently consisting of the officers commanding (a captain), four section 
officers (lieutenants) and 60 other ranks. These being raised from infantry personnel within each brigade no 
regimental numbers blocks were used for these light trench mortar batteries. 
 

Formation patches worn between 1916 and March 1918 
4th Brigade, Light Trench Mortar Battery 

 
Formed in France March 1916 from the 4th Canadian Infantry Brigade with two batteries 4/C/1 and 4/C/2 
under command of Captain A.S. Morrison (40th Northumberland Regiment). In September 1916 being 
amalgamated and designated the 4th Light Trench Mortar Battery in September 1916. The battery served 
with the 4th Brigade. War Diary entries cease August 31st 1916, Operations summaries continue to January 
17th 1917. 



 

 

 
460-1-23-152   Brigade designator worn above blue divisional patch 
 

5th Brigade, Light Trench Mortar Battery 
 
Organized in France from the 5th Canadian Infantry Brigade December 1915 with two batteries under 
command of Lieutenant R.M. Fair (McGill COTC) (Captain Fair was killed in action September 6th 1916) 
The batteries being designated 5/C/1 and 5/C/2 February 29th 1916. In September 1916 the batteries were 
amalgamated and designated as the 5th Light Trench Mortar Battery under command of Captain W.H. 
Carling (7th Fusiliers, 70th Bn.CEF, 26th Bn.CEF). The battery served with the 5th Brigade. War diary 
entries continue to November 16th 1918. 

 
460-1-23-154   Brigade designator worn above blue divisional patch 
 

6th Brigade, Light Trench Mortar Battery 
 
Organized in Flanders from the 6th Canadian Infantry Brigade in February with two batteries, 6/C/1 and 
6/C/2 under command of Lieutenant R. Pouncy (103rd Calgary Rifles). In September 1916 the batteries 
were amalgamated and designated as the 6th Light Trench Mortar Battery under command of Captain R. 
Pouncy. Later commanded by Captain J.W. Reith M.C. (enlisted 27th Bn 1914 previous service 79th 
Cameron Highlanders). The battery served with the 6th Brigade. War Diary entries cease August 31st 1916 
but Operations Orders show the unit was involved in the capture of Hill 70 in August 1917.  

 
460-1-23-156   Brigade designator worn above blue divisional patch 
 

Canadian Divisional Mortar Groups  
(Medium and Heavy) Trench Mortar Batteries  



 

 

 
The medium and heavy batteries were combined under the designation the  1st Canadian Divisional 
Mortar Group March 1st 1916, the first War Diary entry being March 3rd 1916. Apparently like the light 
trench mortar batteries the medium batteries were numbered before March 1916 although no War Diaries 
are known for these with the exception of the 53rd. Number/letter/number battery designations were used 
from the beginning of March 1916. ‘C’ designations being used for light trench mortar batteries, ‘X’ and 
‘Y’ for medium (4.7 to 6-inch) and ‘Z’ (9.5 inch) heavy. Initially a ‘W’ designation appears in the 
organizational chart of the 2nd Canadian Divisional Trench Mortar Group. The medium and heavy trench 
mortar batteries retained the ‘X’. ‘Y’ and ‘Z’ designations for the duration of WWI. The light trench mortar 
batteries adopted brigade numbered battery trench mortar designations in June 1916 these becoming Light 
Mortar Trench batteries in September 1916. 
 

Formation patches worn between 1916 and March 1918 
First pattern September 1916 - 1917 

 

 
 
460-1-23-161   Divisional designator. Black grenade worn above a black divisional patch 
 

Second pattern September 1917 - 1918 

 

 



 

 

 
THE 2nd DIVISIONAL ARTILLERY HEAVY & FIELD December 1914 

 
2nd Canadian Division Ammunition Sub-Park (CASC) 1915 - April 1918 

 
On July 7th 1915 the 2nd Canadian Divisional Ammunition Park was reorganized as the 2nd Canadian 
Division Ammunition Sub-Park and the establishment reduced to six officers and 232 other ranks with 83 
lorries. This in preparation for the formation of the Canadian Corps Ammunition Park formed September 
15th 1915.  

Formation patch worn circa 1916 - 1917 

 
 
460-1-23-104   Formation Patch        Red shell on navy blue rectangle 
 

Proposed Composition of the 2nd Canadian Divisional Artillery December 1914 
 
Formation of the 4th, 5th and 6th Field Artillery Brigades commenced December 17th 1914 with Brigade 
Headquarters and the 2nd Divisional Ammunition Column. Though Canada had sufficient gunners for the 
2nd Divisional Field Artillery there were no modern 18 pounder field guns available these all having been 
sent overseas with the 1st Contingent in October 1914. However the Imperial Government agreed to 
provide field guns to the 2nd Divisional Artillery after its arrival in England. The 2nd Divisional Artillery 
initially began forming like that of the 1st Divisional Artillery with three Brigades each of six gun batteries 
but almost immediately changed to conform to that of the British Royal Artillery with four batteries each of 
four 18 pounders and with an attached Brigade Ammunition Column. The establishment was completed with 
the 2nd Canadian Heavy Battery this with its own Ammunition Column but this, like the 1st Heavy Battery, 
was to serve with the British Army until 1917.  
 

2nd Division Heavy Battery  
 
The 2nd Heavy Battery mobilized at Halifax during the winter of 1914/15 being formed with troops from 
garrison artillery batteries from Cobourg, Montreal, Quebec, Levis, Saint John and Prince Edward Island. 
The 2nd Heavy Battery sailed for England on June 15th 1915 under command of Lieutenant-Colonel J.W. 
Odell being issued with six remaining 4.5 inch Howitzers all available 60 pounders having been sent 
overseas with the 1st Heavy Battery. The 2nd Heavy Battery sailed for France in September 1915 under 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel W.G. Scully serving with the British Army until early 1917 when the 1st 
and 2nd Heavy Artillery Groups commenced operations with the CEF in France.  
 
2nd Division Heavy Battery and Ammunition Column. Regimental numbers block 1 - 400. 
 

The No.2 Heavy Battery (Depot) (See Siege Artillery) 
The No. 2 Heavy Siege Battery (Depot) was authorized June 30th 1915 being raised with gunners of heavy 
batteries from Prince Edward Island with mobilization headquarters at Charlottetown with regimental 
numbers block between 92701 - 93700. The unit sailed for England with seven officers and 273 OR’s 
November 27th 1915 as the 2nd Canadian Siege Battery under command of Lieutenant-Colonel A.G. 
Peake. 
 
Until sufficient Howitzers were available to form a Canadian Howitzer Brigade medium artillery support 
was provided by the Imperial Forces.  



 

 

 
On formation the field batteries for the 2nd Division were like those of the 1st raised as three 6 gun 
batteries but almost immediately changed to four batteries each of four guns. The composition of the 2nd 
Divisional Field Artillery on formation was Headquarters and Divisional Ammunition Column, the 2nd 
Heavy Battery and the 4th, 5th and 6th Artillery Brigades each with its own brigade ammunition column. 
 
The 2nd Divisional Artillery Headquarters MD. 6. Regimental numbers between 87351 - 87400 
 
2nd Divisional Ammunition Column was recruited from the 3rd (N.B.) Regiment C.G.A.  
No.1 Section Regimental numbers between 1 and 200 
No.2 Section Regimental numbers between 201 and 350 
No.3 Section Regimental numbers between 251 and 500 
No.4 Section Regimental numbers between 501 and 700 
 
The 4th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade.  
The 5th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade.  
The 6th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade.  
 

The 4th Brigade Canadian Field Artillery December 1914 
 
The 4th Brigade Canadian Field Artillery was formed under command of Lieutenant-Colonel W.J. Brown 
May 20th 1915 to July 19th 1916, command passing briefly to Lieutenant-Colonel G.A. Carruthers July 
1916 to July 25th 1916. To Lieutenant-Colonel C.H.L. Sharman July 25th 1916 to March 19th 1917 to 
Lieutenant-Colonel J.S. Stewart March 19th 1917 to December 29th 1917 and to Lieutenant-Colonel M.N. 
Ross December 29th 1917 until demobilization. Headquarters, and the 4th Brigade Ammunition Column. 
The 10th, 11th and 12th (six gun) Batteries CFA were all raised as four gun batteries from Militia Batteries 
from central Canada. The initial three batteries of the 4th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade assembled at the 
Canadian National Exhibition Grounds in Toronto in mid December 1914.  
 
4th CFA Brigade Headquarters and 4th Brigade Ammunition Column  
10th Battery CFA  
11th Battery CFA  
12th Battery CFA  
In December 1914 the batteries were renumbered 13th, 14th and 15th Batteries CFA and a fourth battery, 
the 16th, added to the Brigade. 
 

The 4th Brigade Canadian Field Artillery January 1915 
 
4th CFA Brigade Headquarters and 4th Brigade Ammunition Column Toronto, St Catharines and London 
arrived in England on May 30th 1915 and France September 15th 1915 serving  as a component of the 2nd 
Divisional Artillery. The brigade ammunition columns were absorbed into divisional ammunition columns 
in the spring 1916 on the reorganization of the Divisional Artillery. Regimental number block 83001 - 
83600. 
 
10th Battery CFA was formed from the 32nd Battery (Brantford) and the 33rd (Howitzer) Battery 
(Hamilton) Regimental number block 83001 - 83600. The 13th Battery CFA. (the renumbered 10th 
Battery) arrived in England on May 30th 1915 and France September 15th 1915 and served as a component 
of the 2nd Divisional Artillery until June 20th 1917 when the 13th Battery CFA was transferred to the 4th 
Divisional Artillery where it served until the Armistice. The battery was demobilized at Toronto May 28th 
1919 under G.O. 191 November 1st 1920. 
 
11th Battery CFA was formed from the 7th Battery (St.Catharines) and the 9th Battery (Toronto) 
Regimental number block 83601 - 83850. The 14th Battery CFA (the renumbered 11th Battery) The battery 
arrived in the UK June 8th 1915 and France September 15th 1915 serving as a component of the 4th 
Brigade, 2nd Divisional Artillery until May 22nd 1916 when the battery was disbanded on the spring 
reorganization of the Divisional Artillery. 
 
12th Battery CFA was formed from the 4th Battery (Hamilton) and the 9th Battery (Toronto). Regimental 



 

 

number block 83851 - 84001. The 15th Battery CFA (the renumbered 12th Battery) The battery arrived in 
the UK June 8th 1915 and France September 15th 1915 serving as a component of the 4th Brigade, 2nd 
Divisional Artillery until May 22nd 1916 when it was reallocated to the 6th Brigade, 2nd Divisional 
Artillery. On March 19th 1917 the battery absorbed one two gun section of the 29th Battery CFA from the 
disbanded 7th Brigade, 3rd Divisional Artillery. The battery was demobilized at Toronto May 25th 1919 
under G.O. 191 November 1st 1920. 
 
16th Battery CFA Mobilized at Guelph being raised from the militia 6th Battery (London), the 16th Battery 
(Guelph) and the 30th Battery (Aylmer). The battery assembled at the Armoury at Guelph in January 1915 
where it received a complete issue of four 18 pounders. (The only battery to be so equipped. The remainder 
of the 4th Brigade at Toronto training on obsolete 12 pounders.) The battery arrived in the UK June 8th 
1915 and France September 15th 1915 serving as a component of the 4th Brigade, 2nd Divisional Artillery 
until May 22nd 1916 when the battery was reassigned to the 6th Brigade CFA. Regimental numbers block 
84101 - 84350.  
 
The 4th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade sailed for England May 20th 1915 and to France in September 
1915 with the 2nd Division. The 5th and 7th Field Brigades did not sail for England until August 1915 and 
did not join the 2nd Division in France until January 1916 along with the 6th Howitzer Brigade. 
Headquarters for this was formed at Shorncliffe in September 1915 under the designation of the 8th 
Howitzer Brigade this being changed to the 6th Howitzer Brigade shortly thereafter.  
 

The 5th Brigade Canadian Field Artillery December 1914 
 
The 5th Brigade Canadian Field Artillery was formed under command of Lieutenant-Colonel W.O.H. 
Dodds September 6th 1915 serving until September 28th 1915 when command passed to 
Lieutenant-Colonel G.A. Carruthers who commanded between March 11th 1916 and May 21st 1916 when 
Lieutenant-Colonel W.O.H. Dodds again took command until September 20th 1916. Lieutenant-Colonel 
R.H. Britton took command between September 20th 1916 and May 2nd 1917 then Lieutenant-Colonel 
C.F. Constantine from May 3rd 1917 until demobilization. (It should be noted that many of the officers 
commanding the early batteries and brigades due to their experience were given command of larger or 
newly formed units as the number and size of the Canadian Field Artillery increased in size and scope.) 
 
The 5th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade was formed from militia batteries from Western Canada. The unit 
gathering in mid December 1914 at the Exhibition Grounds at Winnipeg. The 5th Brigade Canadian Field 
Artillery comprised of the 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th Batteries Canadian Field Artillery.  
 
Headquarters 5th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade and Ammunition Column was formed at Winnipeg. 
86001 - 86600.  
17th Battery CFA was formed from the 13th (Winnipeg) Independent Battery. 86001 - 86600. 
18th Battery CFA was formed from the 26th (Regina) Independent Battery. 86001 - 86850. 
19th Battery CFA was formed from the 13th (Winnipeg) Independent Battery 86851 - 87100. 
20th Battery CFA was formed from the 25th (Lethbridge) Independent Battery and Edmonton and Calgary 
batteries. 87101 - 87350. 
 
The 5th and 7th Canadian Field Artillery Brigades sailed for England in August 1915. 
 
An urgent request from England for the need for a ‘6th C.F.A.’ the 6th Brigade Canadian Field Artillery 
sailed for England February 23rd 1915. On its arrival it was discovered that the request referred for a 6th 
Canadian Field Ambulance. The unattached artillery brigade was assigned the Reserve Brigade CFA (This 
later designated as the Canadian Reserve Artillery) located at Shorncliffe. The place of the 6th Field 
Artillery Brigade in the 2nd Divisional Artillery being taken by the 7th Field Artillery Brigade. Please see 
below for details. The batteries of the 6th Field Brigade were designated as Howitzer Batteries in 
September 1915 assigned as the Howitzer Brigade for the 2nd Divisional Artillery. 
 

THE 6th BRIGADE CANADIAN FIELD ARTILLERY 1914 - 1915 
 
The 6th Brigade Canadian Field Artillery was formed under command of Lieutenant-Colonel E.W. 



 

 

Rathburn March 1st 1915 serving until September 17th 1915 when command passed to Lieutenant-Colonel 
W.B.M. King until August 19th 1917 then to Lieutenant-Colonel J.K.McKay commanding until May 8th 
1918. Then Major E. Flexman to August 6th 1918. And finely to Lieutenant-Colonel J.F. McParland from 
August 6th 1918 until demobilization. 
 
The recruiting and assembly of the 6th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade commenced in mid December 
1914 at the Exhibition Grounds at Montreal, this being formed from Militia Batteries from Quebec, Ontario 
and the Maritimes. The 6th Brigade Canadian Field Artillery comprised of the 21st, 22nd, 23rd and 24th 
Batteries Canadian Field Artillery.  
 
6th CFA Brigade Headquarters & Ammunition Column Montreal. Regimental numbers 85001 - 85300.  
21st Battery CFA Montreal. Regimental numbers block 85001 - 85300. 
22nd Battery CFA Montreal. Regimental numbers block 85301 - 85500. 
23rd Battery CFA Montreal. Regimental numbers block 85501 - 85750. 
24th Battery CFA Fredericton. 85751 - 86050. (This battery exceeded its allotted numbers by 50 without 
authorization.) 
 

Composition of the 2nd Canadian Divisional Artillery April 1915 
 
The 2nd Divisional Artillery Headquarters  
The 4th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade.  
The 5th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade.  
The 7th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade.  
2nd Divisional Ammunition Column  
2nd Division Heavy Battery and Ammunition Column.  
 

The 7th Brigade Canadian Field Artillery on formation 
 
After the 6th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade sailed for England a new CFA Brigade, the 7th, was 
authorized to complete the establishment of the 2nd Divisional Artillery The 7th Brigade Canadian Field 
Artillery comprised of the 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th Batteries Canadian Field Artillery. Both 5th and 7th 
CFA Brigades sailed for England on August 9th 1915. (The 4th having sailed previously in May 1915) 
Regimental numbers for 7th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade Headquarters were between 89001 and 
89600.  
 
The 7th Brigade Canadian Field Artillery was formed under command of Lieutenant-Colonel J.S. Stewart 
August 10th 1915 to October 31st 1916 command passing to Lieutenant-Colonel J.K. McKay November 
1st 1916 to January 19th 1917 then reverting to Lieutenant-Colonel J.S. Stewart January 27th 1917 
commanding until Match 19th 1917 when the Brigade was disbanded upon reorganization. The regimental 
numbers block for Headquarters 7th Brigade is  225001 - 225100.  
 
7th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade Headquarters & Ammunition Column Ottawa. 89001 - 89600.  
25th Battery CFA was recruited at Ottawa and at the University of Toronto. 89001 - 89600. 
26th Battery CFA was recruited at the University of Toronto and at Peterborough and Bellville. 89601 - 
89850. 
27th Battery CFA was recruited at Montreal. 89851 - 90100. This unit requested a further block of numbers 
and was told to repeat the sequence with a ‘B’ prefix. 
28th Battery CFA was recruited at Fredericton. 90101 - 90350. 
 

8th (Howitzer) redesignated as the 6th (Howitzer) Brigade 
 
In September 1915 the 8th (Howitzer) Brigade was formed at Shorncliffe with three batteries of 4.5 
Howitzers from the three field batteries of the 6th Brigade which since its premature arrival in February 
1915 had formed the Canadian Reserve Artillery Brigade at Shorncliffe. The 8th (Howitzer) Brigade was 
redesignated as the 6th (Howitzer) Brigade prior to sailing for France as the 2nd Divisional Howitzer 
Brigade with the 21st, 22nd and 23rd (Howitzer) Batteries these converted from the 21st, 22nd and 23rd 
Field Batteries. The 6th Howitzer Brigade sailed for France along with the 5th and 7th Field Brigades in 



 

 

January 1916. Prior to this the 2nd Divisional Artillery had been supported by the 3rd Indian (Lahore) 
Divisional Artillery to which the 4th Canadian Field Artillery Brigade had been attached. 
 
21st (Howitzer) Battery CFA 
22nd (Howitzer) Battery CFA  
23d (Howitzer) Battery CFA  
 
An exhaustive search of available documents online at the Canadian Archives show a few key documents 
with the numbers 21st, 22nd or 23rd crossed out and with PENCILED numbers 29, 30, or 31 added later. 
As the 29th, 30th and 31st Field Batteries were in formation in Canada at that time but did not arrive in 
England until March 1916 after the batteries of the 6th (Howitzer) Brigade had sailed for France in January 
1916 these appear unauthorized alterations to the official documents and probably made after WWI by 
someone researching the archives. (In Canada the 29th Battery was designated as a howitzer battery prior to 
sailing for England one of four assigned to an 11th (Howitzer) Brigade along with the 35th, 36th and 43rd 
Batteries but the 1916 reorganization saw the howitzer brigades disbanded and the batteries merged into 
mixed field/howitzer brigades It appears that a number of later historians mistakenly used these incorrect 
designations in published books and papers causing much confusion for future researchers.  
 

Reorganization of the Divisional Artillery May/June 1916 
 
Between May and June 1916 the Canadian Divisional Artillery was reorganized. Prior to this the Divisional 
Artillery had comprised of three brigades of four 18 pounder field guns with a brigade of three batteries of 
four 4.5 howitzers. The new establishment became one three battery field brigade and three mixed brigades 
each with three 18 pounder field guns and a four gun 4.5 howitzer battery. At this time a number of the 
batteries were shuffled between the brigades and the Brigade Ammunition Columns were disbanded and 
absorbed into Divisional Ammunition Columns. (This with the exception of the 8th Army Brigade that 
served as an independent Artillery Brigade under (Canadian) Army Headquarters .) 
 

Composition of the 2nd Canadian Divisional Artillery June 1916 
 

4th Brigade, 2nd Divisional Artillery  
 
13th Battery C.F.A.  
14th Battery C.F.A. (Disbanded in March 1917) 
19th Battery C.F.A.  
 

5th Brigade, 1st Divisional Artillery July 1916 
 
17th Battery C.F.A.  
18th Battery C.F.A.  
20th Battery C.F.A.  
23rd (Howitzer) Battery C.F.A.  
 

6th Brigade, 1st Divisional Artillery July 1916 
 
In this reorganization the 6th (Howitzer) Brigade was converted to a field artillery brigade 
 
15th Battery C.F.A. 
16th Battery C.F.A. 
28th Battery C.F.A. 
22nd (Howitzer) Battery C.F.A. 
 

7th Brigade, 1st Divisional Artillery July 1916 
 
23rd Battery C.F.A. 
26th Battery C.F.A. 
27th Battery C.F.A. 



 

 

21st (Howitzer) Battery C.F.A.  
 

Reorganization of the Divisional Artillery March 1917 
 
In March 1917 another reorganization of all Divisional Artillery took place within the armies of the 
Commonwealth forces due to the losses of experienced officers in the 1916 Somme offensive the number 
of brigades within each Divisional Artillery was reduced from four to three. In the 2nd Divisional Artillery 
this saw the 7th Brigade disbanded and its batteries redistributed. Each of the reorganized brigades now 
with three six gun 18 pounder field and one six gun howitzer battery. A number of batteries being shuffled 
and others reorganized.  
 

4th Brigade, 2nd Divisional Artillery July 1917 
 
13th Battery C.F.A. Absorbed a newly formed two gun section  
19th Battery C.F.A. Absorbed a two gun section from the disbanded 14th Battery 
27th Battery C.F.A. Absorbed a two gun section from the disbanded 14th Battery 
21st (Howitzer) Battery C.F.A. (Initially continued as a four gun battery) 
 

5th Brigade, 2nd Divisional Artillery July 1917 
 
17th Battery C.F.A. Absorbed a two section from the disbanded 26th Battery 
18th Battery C.F.A. Absorbed a two section from the disbanded 26th Battery 
20th Battery C.F.A. Absorbed a two gun section from the disbanded 8th Battery  
23rd (Howitzer) Battery C.F.A. Absorbed a newly formed two gun section  
 

6th Brigade, 2nd Divisional Artillery July 1917 
 
15th Battery C.F.A. Absorbed a two gun section from the disbanded 28th Battery 
16th Battery C.F.A. Absorbed a two gun section from the disbanded 28th Battery 
25th Battery C.F.A. Absorbed a two gun section from the disbanded 8th Battery  
22nd (Howitzer) Battery C.F.A. Absorbed a newly formed two gun section  
 


