
 

 

8th Canadian (CMR) Infantry Brigade, 3rd Division 
 

The Canadian Mounted Rifles 
 
The enormous land mass and relatively small scattered population in Canada‘s west made mounted infantry 
infinitely more practical than regiments of foot. Mounted rifles were trained to fight dismounted, horses 
only being used as transportation unlike the cavalry which was trained to fight from horseback. In the early 
part of the 20th century independent squadrons of light horse were formed all across Canada. When their 
numbers had risen to become viable units these were formed into regiments of either cavalry or mounted 
rifles. Many Cavalry and Mounted Rifles personnel arrived at Camp Valcartier in August 1914 to learn that 
only infantrymen would be allowed to serve in the Canadian Expeditionary Force. Many of these eager to 
join the fray volunteered to serve as infantry the 5th and 6th Battalions being formed almost exclusively 
from Western cavalry regiments. The entry of Turkey and the Ottoman Empire into the war on the side of 
the Central Powers saw the British Government requesting that Canada supply a force of mounted troops 
for service in Egypt, to which the Canadian Government readily agreed. On November 5th 1914 telegrams 
were sent to military Districts 2, 10, 11 and 13 ordering each to mobilize a regiment of mounted rifles for 
overseas service this to be in addition to troops being raised for the Second Contingent. As mounted troops 
the Canadian Mounted Rifles were called regiments and not battalions. These regiments were numbered 
4th, 1st, 2nd and 3rd each with an authorized strength of 544 all ranks. After authorization was received to 
increase the number of troops training in Canada a warning was sent out that an additional nine regiments 
of Mounted Rifle, 5th through 13th were to be raised. The changing situation in the middle east saw the 
original plan to send Canadian troops to Egypt scrapped and the Canadian Mounted Rifles proceeded to 
England the first six regiments in two brigades these arriving in July of 1915. After their arrival in England 
the Canadian Mounted Rifle Regiments volunteered to serve as regular infantry.  
 
The first three CMR regiments (1st CMR Brigade) sailed for England June 12th 1915 followed July 18th 
1915 by the 2nd CMR Brigade with 4th through 6th CMRR. Of the three squadrons forming the 7th CMR, 
‘A’ and ‘B’ Squadrons from London Ontario sailed June 9th 1915 and June 29th 1915 respectively. These 
accompanied with drafts from the 8th through 13th CMR regiments. (Please see below for further details) 
‘C’ Squadron, from Toronto, this having previously sailed for England February 23rd 1915 as the advanced 
party but effective March 30th 1915 was withdrawn from the 7th CMR and designated as the 2nd 
Divisional Cavalry Squadron.  
 

1st Canadian Mounted Rifles Brigade Headquarters 
January 15th 1915 - December 1915 

 
The 1st Canadian Mounted Rifles Brigade Headquarters was formed at Winnipeg January 15th 1915 and 
sailed for England June 12th 1915 with a strength of eight Officers and 48 other ranks with the 1st, 2nd and 
3rd Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiments under its command. No special badges were produced for this 
unit. The 1st CMR Brigade Headquarters was disbanded upon the conversion of the CMR regiments to 
infantry battalions in December 1915.  
 
Corrected regimental numbers block 1st Brigade CMR H.Q. 106001 - 107050 
 

2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles Brigade Headquarters 
January 18th 1915 - December 1915 

 
The 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles Brigade Headquarters was formed at Montreal January 18th 1915 and 
sailed for England June 12th 1915 with a strength of six Officers and 27 other ranks with the 4th, 5th and 
6th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiments under its command. The 2nd CMR Brigade Headquarters sailed 
for France October 24th 1915. The 2nd CMR Brigade Headquarters was disbanded upon the conversion of 
the CMR regiments to infantry battalions in December 1915.  
 
Regimental numbers block  2nd Brigade CMR H.Q. 109051 - 109100 
 

Badges by R.J. Inglis. Motto reads ‘2’ Brigade Mounted Rifles 



 

 

 
300-14-11-100   Cap          All ranks pickled gilding metal stamped R.J. Inglis Limited 

 
300-14-12-100   Collar          All ranks pickled gilding metal Maker marked R.J. Inglis Limited 
 

Officers 

 
300-14-11-102   Cap                  All ranks pickled gilding metal not maker marked 

 
300-14-12-102   Collar              All ranks pickled gilding metal not maker marked   
 

Overseas Mounted Rifles Depot (?) 



 

 

 
300-15-11-100   Cap                 Modified 9th CMR cap badge with brass overlay over numeral. 
 

8th Canadian (CMR) Infantry Brigade, 3rd Division 
 
The 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade was formed under command of Colonel Williams (Adjutant General 
with appropriate rank) December 28th 1916 
 

8th Brigade Headquarters red bar worn above the grey Divisional patch 

 

 
 

1st Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment November 5th 1914 -December 31st 1915 
 
The 1st Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment was authorized to begin recruiting at Brandon, Saskatoon and 
Yorkton with mobilization headquarters at Brandon effective November 5th 1914. The regiment being 
authorized under General Order 36 of March 15th 1915. The regiment sailed for England June 12th 1915 
with 28 Officers and 602 other ranks under command of Lieutenant-Colonel H.I. Stevenson (32nd 
Manitoba Horse). On October 1st 1915 the 1st Canadian Mounted Rifles Headquarters became operational 
in France The 1st CMR having sailed for France September 22nd 1915 assigned as Corps Troops serving 
with the 2nd Division until December 31st 1915 when the regiment was reorganized as an infantry 
battalion absorbing ‘C’, Squadron of the 3rd CMRR which was disbanded.  
 
The original regimental numbers block for the 1st CMR was included in 1001 - 2000, this later corrected to 
106051 - 107050. 
 
The 1st CMR was unique in the annals of military history by having a mounted pipe band of 8 pipers and 
three drummers. The pipers wearing regular service dress, no special badges or uniforms being worn except 
for Royal Stuart pipe bags and ribbons.  



 

 

 
 

1st Battalion Canadian Mounted Rifles January 1st 1916 - 1918 
 
Now designated as the 1st Battalion, Canadian Mounted Rifles assigned to the newly formed 8th Canadian 
(Mounted) Infantry Brigade, 3rd Canadian Division. After 1916 reinforcements were supplied by the 15th 
Reserve Battalion (Saskatchewan Regiment). The 1st CMR served on the Western Front for the duration of 
WWI being disbanded under General Order 207 of 1920 (Interestingly this being the GO disbanding the 
CEF Cavalry Units).  

Badges by Dingwall 

 
300-1-11-102   Cap                 Chocolate brown. 

 
300-1-12-102   Collar     Chocolate brown. (Non voided crown). Flat back. Not  marked  

 
300-1-14-102   Title        Chocolate brown. Flat back. Not maker marked  
 

NCOs (?) 



 

 

 
300-1-11-104   Cap                 Blackened/pickled finish. 
 

Officers 

 
300-1-11-106   Cap                 Red Brown OSD. 

 
300-1-12-106   Collar        Brown finish. Not maker marked 
 

OVERSEAS 
 

Formation patches introduced September 1916 

 



 

 

 
 

Badges by Tiptaft 
 
The August 1917 Canadian Corps ‘Q’ file listing the unit, maker, present possessor of dies, price paid per 
gross, and the annual requirements of badges. The tools and dies and supplier of the badges are also listed . 
The documentation provided by the 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade has the following notation “ The delay 
in replying to this correspondence (20th August 1917) is regretted. We were unable to secure the 
information required from the 5th C.M.R. Bn. until this evening. A report regarding the delay will be 
forwarded later.”  
 
[a] Tiptaft & Son, Northampton Street, Birmingham, England. 
[b] Cap Badges - 72/- per gross, Collar badges - 90/- per gr. Prs. Shoulder titles 120/- per gr. Prs. 
[c] 1000 cap badges, 1000 prs. collar badges, 1000 prs. Shoulder badges. 
 

Badges by Tiptaft 
 

Other ranks 

 

 
300-1-11-108   Cap            Naming on above badge 



 

 

 
300-1-11-110   Cap            Brown finish. Die struck. Not maker marked 

 
300-1-12-110   Collar        Brown finish. Die struck. Not maker marked 

 

 
300-1-14-110   Titles      Flat back. Maker marked Tiptaft B’ham 

Officers(?) 

 
300-1-11-112   Cap        Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Tiptaft B’ham 



 

 

 
300-1-12-112   Collar        Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Counterfeit badges  
 
The badges pictured below are counterfeit Tiptaft patterns these offered for sale on the United Kingdom 
eBay site. Note the lack of sharpness and blurred detail, ‘off metals’ and extra metal around the design this 
not found on the original die struck examples.  

 
300-1-11-114   Cap        Pressure cast brass. 

 
300-1-12-14   Collar        Pressure cast brass. 

 
300-1-11-116   Cap            Pressure cast silver. 
 
300-1-12-116   Collar        Pressure cast silver. 
 

2nd Battalion Canadian Mounted Rifles December 1915 -1918 
 
Now designated as the 2nd Battalion, Canadian Mounted Rifles and assigned to the newly formed 8th 
Canadian Mounted Infantry Brigade, 3rd Canadian Division. The 2nd CMR served on the Western Front 
for the duration of WWI being disbanded under General Order 207 of 1920.  



 

 

 
Badges attributed to Jacoby Bros. Vancouver 

 
Other ranks 

 
300-2-11-102   Cap           Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
300-2-12-102   Cap         Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
300-2-14-102   Title       Brown finish, rounded corners, brass lugs. Not maker marked 
 

Officers (Type 1) 

 
300-2-11-104   Cap         Brown finish. Flat cut sheet lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

OVERSEAS 
 
The August 1917 Canadian Corps ‘Q’ file listing the unit, maker, present possessor of dies, price paid per 
gross, and the annual requirements of badges. The tools and dies and supplier of the badges are also listed . 
The documentation provided by the 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade has the following notation “ The delay 
in replying to this correspondence (20th August 1917) is regretted. We were unable to secure the 
information required from the 5th C.M.R. Bn. until this evening. A report regarding the delay will be 
forwarded later.”  
 
[a] Metal Badges - Messrs J.W. Tiptaft & Son Ltd. Northampton Street, Birmingham, England. 
Cloth badges - Messrs. Pipe & McGill Ltd. 22 Maiden Lane, London, W.C. 



 

 

[b] Metal badges - Collar -  £4.10.0 gross pairs.  
Cap        £3. 12.0 gross pairs.  Cloth Badges. - Shoulder - £5.2.0 gross pairs [c] About 2000 
 

Badges by J. W. Tiptaft & Son 
 

Other ranks 

 
300-2-11-106   Cap        Brown finish. Slide fastener. Not maker marked 

 
300-2-11-108   Cap         Brown finish. Lug fasteners 

 
300-2-12-108   Collar    Brown finish. Lug fasteners maker marked Tiptaft B’ham 

 
300-2-14-108   Title       Brown finish, sharp corners, copper lugs. Not maker marked 
 

BANDSMAN (?) 

 



 

 

300-2-12-110   Collar    White metal plated. Lug fasteners maker marked Tiptaft B’ham 
 

Formation patches, regimental ribbon and shoulder titles 
 

Other ranks 

 
 

Officers 

 



 

 

 
300-2-11-114   Cap         Red brown finish. Lug fasteners not maker marked  

 
300-2-12-114   Collar       Red brown finish. Lug fasteners not maker marked  

 
300-2-11-116   Cap           Gilt. Pin fastener. Maker marked Tiptaft 
 
300-2-12-116   Collar        Small crown and lettering. Flat back. Pin fastener 

 
300-2-11-120   Slouch hat   Gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Tiptaft 
 
300-2-11-122   Slouch hat   Gilding metal. Slide fastener. Not maker marked 
 

4th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment November 1914 - December 1915 
 
The 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment was authorized to begin recruiting in Central Ontario with 



 

 

mobilization Headquarters at Hamilton effective November 5th 1914. The regiment being authorized under 
General Order 36 of March 15th 1915. The regiment sailed for England July 18th 1915 with 31 Officers 
and 602 other ranks under command of Lieutenant-Colonel S.F. Smith (G.G.B.G.) assigned along with the 
5th and 6th CMR Regiments to the 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles Brigade. The 4th CMRR sailed for 
France September 22nd 1915 assigned as Corps Troops serving with the 2nd Division until December 31st 
1915 when the regiment was reorganized as an infantry battalion  
 
The original regimental numbers block for the 4th CMR was included in 4001 - 5000, this later corrected to 
109101 - 110000. 
 

4th Battalion Canadian Mounted Rifles January 1916 - 1918 
 
Effective January 1st 1916 the 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment was designated as the 4th Battalion 
Canadian Mounted Rifles assigned to the newly formed 8th Canadian Mounted Rifle Brigade, 3rd 
Canadian Division. No mention is made in the War Diary of the 4th Battalion CMR on its absorbing the 
troopers from the 6th Canadian Mounted Rifles but the diary of the 5th CMR says they absorbed H.Q. ‘A’ 
and ‘C’ Squadrons. ‘B’ and the ‘MG’ Squadrons of the 6th CMRR on these being allocated to the 4th 
Battalion. The 4th Battalion Canadian Mounted Rifles served on the Western Front for the duration of 
WWI being disbanded under General Order 207 of 1920 (Interestingly this being the GO disbanding the 
CEF Cavalry) 
Apparently the 4th CMR adopted regimental pattern cap badges before applying for approval, on February 
4th 1915 permission was denied, with the notation “Special badges for units of the CEF are not permitted”.  
 

1st unauthorized pattern cap badges ‘4 CMR OVERSEAS’  
 

Other ranks (Attributed to Ellis Bros.) 

 
300-4-11-102   Cap            Brown finish. Flat lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Officers(?) 

 
300-4-11-104   Cap           Example with natural brass finish (Brown finish polished off) 
 

Authorized ‘4 C.M.R.R. OVERSEAS’ pattern cap badges  
 

Prototype sample(?) 



 

 

 
Framed motto ribbons with four point right antler. 

 
300-4-11-106   Cap           Poor quality illustration in B/W. Appears to have dark brown finish. 
The August 1917 Canadian Corps ‘Q’ file listing the unit, maker, present possessor of dies, price paid per 
gross, and the annual requirements of badges. The tools and dies and supplier of the badges are also listed . 
The documentation provided by the 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade has the following notation “ The delay 
in replying to this correspondence (20th August 1917) is regretted. We were unable to secure the 
information required from the 5th C.M.R. Bn. until this evening. A report regarding the delay will be 
forwarded later.”  
 
[a] J.W. Tiptaft & Sons  Northampton Street, Birmingham, England. 
[b] Cap badges - £3.12.0 per gross . Collar badges - 360 shillings per gross pairs. 
[c] About 3,000 sets per annum, depending on casualties & reinforcements. 
 

Badges by J.W. Tiptaft  
 

Other ranks 
 
300-4-11-108   Cap           Brown finish. With slide 

 
300-4-11-110   Cap           Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
300-4-12-110   Collar       Gilding metal 

 
300-4-14-110   Title          Gilding metal. By Tiptaft Not maker marked  
 



 

 

Officers 

 
300-4-11-112   Cap             Red brown finish. Maker marked Tiptaft B’ham 

 
300-4-12-112   Collar          Red brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
300-4-11-114   Cap             Gilt. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
300-4-12-114   Collar           Gilt. Flat back. N/S lugs. Not maker marked 
 

3rd Battalion, 8th Brigade, 3rd Division formation patches 



 

 

 
 

300-4-23-116   Formation patch 
Titles 

 
 
300-4-22-118   Title               Red lettering woven through khaki worsted 

 
300-4-14-120   Title           Brass title. Field made title from shell casing 
 

Officers(?) 

 
300-4-11-122   Cap             Pickled finish. Lug fasteners not maker marked. 



 

 

 
300-4-14-122   Title           Pickled finish with round loop wire lug fasteners, not maker marked.  
(Please note this title is the same style and fabric of a similar pattern for the 10th Mounted Rifles. 
Interestingly this 10th Mounted Rifles title is pictured in Cox but (wrongly) described as a South African 
badge.  

Counterfeit cap badges  
 
The genuine cap badge illustrated above was used to make a mould for counterfeit badges these offered for 
sale on the United Kingdom eBay site. Note the fourth point of the moose’s right antler is bent. The same 
appearing on the counterfeits pictured below. Also note the blurred detail, ‘off metal’ and extra metal 
around the design this not found on the original die struck example. Brass examples will also exist. 

 
300-4-11-124   Cap           Silver plate 

 
300-4-11-126   Cap           Pressure cast silver.  

Sweetheart 

 
300-4-12-128   Collar           Silver plate with gilt wash on motto. N/S lugs. Not maker marked 
 

Recruiting poster (4th CMR) 



 

 

 
 
Please note ‘Headquarters, Hamilton, Ont.” (Headquarters of the 4th CMR.) 
 

5th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment December 1st 1914 - December 31st 1915 
 
The 5th Canadian Mounted Rifle Regiment was authorized to begin recruiting in Quebec with mobilization 
headquarters at Sherbrooke effective December 1st 1914. The regiment was authorized under General 
Order 36 of March 15th 1915. The 5th CMR sailed for England June 12th 1915 with 35 officers and 601 
other ranks under command of Lieutenant-Colonel G.H. Baker (13th Scottish Light Dragoons). The 
regiment sailed for France September 22nd 1915 as Corps troops under command of the 2nd CMR Brigade 
Headquarters this having sailed for France October 24th 1915.  
 
On formation the 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment in Canada asked for authorization to adopt 
regimental pattern badges. Permission was denied June 29th 1915 (At Canadian Military Headquarters in 
Ottawa). with the reason being given as the design did not contain the word ‘Overseas’. However 
‘corrected’ patterns were purchased from R.J. Inglis prior to the regiment sailing for England. 
 
The original regimental numbers block for the 5th CMR was included in 5001 - 6000, this later corrected to 
110001 - 111000. 
 

Badges by R.J. Inglis Limited  
 
Pointed maple leaf with plain ribbons 
 
300-5-11-102   Cap           Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Plain or maker marked R.J. Inglis Limited 

 
300-5-12-102   Collar        Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Plain or maker marked R.J. Inglis Limited 
 

NCOs 



 

 

 
300-5-12-104   Collar        Pickled finish. Pin fastener. Plain or maker marked R.J. Inglis Limited 
 

OVERSEAS 
 

5th Canadian Mounted Rifles Battalion January 1st 1916 - 1918 
 
Effective January 1st 1916 the 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment was designated as the 5th Battalion 
Canadian Mounted Rifles assigned to the newly formed 8th Canadian Mounted Rifle Brigade, 3rd 
Canadian Division. The War Diary of the 5th CMR states it absorbed H.Q. ‘A’ and ‘C’ Squadrons and ‘B’ 
and the ‘MG’ Squadrons of the 6th Canadian Mounted Rifles when this was disbanded December 31st 
1915. The 5th CMR served on the Western Front for the duration of WWI being disbanded under General 
Order 207 of 1920  
 
The August 1917 Canadian Corps ‘Q’ file listing the unit, maker, present possessor of dies, price paid per 
gross, and the annual requirements of badges. The tools and dies and supplier of the badges are also listed . 
The documentation provided by the 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade has the following notation “ The delay 
in replying to this correspondence (20th August 1917) is regretted. We were unable to secure the 
information required from the 5th C.M.R. Bn. until this evening. A report regarding the delay will be 
forwarded later.” This report states [a] Messrs. R.J. Inglis, Montreal Canada. [b] $50 per gross sets (1 cap 
and 2 collar). [c] 1,000 sets annually. However it is likely that this was a quick ‘fix’ for the report. It 
appears that after its arrival badges were supplied by J.R.Gaunt and after 1917 by J.W.Tiptaft. 
 

Badges by J.R. Gaunt & Son 
 

Other ranks 

 
300-5-12-106   Cap            Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. J.R. Gaunt makers tab. 

 
300-5-12-106   Collar        Pickled finish. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Marked J.R. Gaunt London 
 

Officers 



 

 

 
300-5-12-108   Cap              Gilt. Lug fasteners. J.R. Gaunt makers tab. 

 
300-5-12-108   Collar         Brown OSD 
 

4th Battalion, 8th Brigade, 3rd Division formation patches 

 

 
 

Bandsman(?) 

 
300-5-12-110   Collar         White metal. Lug fasteners. J,R, Gaunt London makers tab 
 

Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son  



 

 

 
300-5-12-112   Cap           Pickled finish. Flat Back. Maker marked Tiptaft B’ham 

 
300-5-12-114   Cap            Pickled finish. Not maker marked  

 
300-5-12-114   Collar        Pickled finish. Not maker marked  
 
300-5-14-114   Title         ‘5/CMR/CANADA’ Flat back. Some stamped Tiptaft B’ham. 
 

Depot Regiment Canadian Mounted Rifles February 23rd 1st 1915 - 1918 
 

7th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment December 1st 1914 
 
The 7th Canadian Mounted Rifle Regiment was authorized to begin recruiting at Toronto, London, Sarnia, 
Windsor and Amherstburg (this from ‘D’ Troop, 1st Hussars); December 1st 1914 with ‘A’ and ‘B’ 
Squadrons mobilizing at London, Ontario and ‘C’ Squadron at Toronto, this under authority of General 
Order 36 of March 15th 1915. The officers of 7th Canadian Mounted Rifles purchased regimental pattern 
cap and collar badges before authority to adopt these was granted. Permission was denied April 21st 1915 
as the design did not incorporate the word ‘Overseas’. A published photograph (R. Russell collection), of a 
group of seven officers taken at Queen’s Park in London, Ontario, (this picture includes W.A. (Billy) 
Bishop (later RFC and RAF), served as a Lieutenant in ‘A’ Squadron 7th CMR. Bishop wearing the cap 
badge of the Royal Military College). Another shows one officer wearing the badges of the 2nd Dragoons 
the other five wearing the 7th Mounted Rifles Regiment collar size badges on the forage cap. The example 
in the Bill Bird collection was recorded in his notes as being given to him by the lady who acted as the 
secretary for the 7th Canadian Mounted Rifles, she being given it as a keepsake. In the photograph there is 
no snow on the ground so this must have been taken after the winter in the late spring of 1915. Apparently 
the officers continuing to wear their battalion badges without authorization. Other ranks wore General 
Service maple leaf pattern badges these 1914 or 1915 dated patterns. 
 



 

 

The original regimental numbers block for the 7th CMR was included in 7001 - 8000, this later corrected to 
112001 - 113000. The original regimental numbers block for the ‘C’ Squadron 7th CMR was 7701 - 7849. 
 

‘A’ Squadron, 7th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment 
 
Effective March 30th 1915 ‘A’ Squadron was withdrawn from the 7th CMR and designated as the 2nd 
Divisional Cavalry Squadron, this sailing for England June 9th 1915 without its horses. (‘A’ Squadron was 
drawn predominately by the 1st Hussars) . OR’s wore the GS Maple Leaf pattern badges. 
 

Officers 
 
This large size cap badge is believed to be a prototype.  

 
300-7-11-102   Cap                Brown OSD. Flat back ‘Gallantry, Right & Duty’ 

 
300-7-12-102   Cap/Collar       Brown OSD. Flat back ‘Gallantry, Right & Duty’ 

 
300-7-14-102   Title                  Brown finish 
 

‘C’ & ‘B’ Squadrons, 7th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment 
 
‘C’ Squadron sailed for England February 23rd 1915 with six officers and 154 other ranks under command 
of Major E.L. McColl (G.G.H.G.) where it formed the CMR Depot being joined by ‘B’ Squadron with 
seven officers and 159 other ranks which embarked for England June 29th 1915. During 1915 the CMR 
Depot received advanced drafts from the six CMR Regiments then in formation in Canada. On the 
conversion of the Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiments to infantry battalions January 1st 1916 the CMR 
Depot was redesignated as the Depot Regiment Overseas Canadian Mounted Rifles, this authorized 
December 22nd 1915. The Depot absorbed five of the six remaining CMR regiments as they arrived from 
Canada during 1916 (The 10th CMR being absorbed by the Cavalry Depot). The personnel being used to 
reinforce the four CMR Battalions serving in the 8th Brigade, 3rd Division. After January 1917 
reinforcements were provided by the (Infantry) Reserve Battalions. The 1st CMR being reinforced initially 
by the 19th Reserve Battalion until this was absorbed into the 15th Reserve Battalion which henceforth 
supplied the 1st CMR reinforcements. The 2nd CMR being reinforced initially by the 16th Reserve 
Battalion until this was absorbed into the 3rd Reserve Battalion which henceforth supplied the 2nd CMR 
reinforcements. The 4th CMR was reinforced by the 3rd Reserve Battalion; and the 5th CMR by the 23rd 



 

 

Reserve Battalion. The Depot Regiment Overseas Canadian Mounted Rifles was disbanded under General 
Order 207 of November 15th 1920.  
 

Canadian Mounted Rifles Depot 
 
Apparently after its formation overseas the CMR Depot purchased badges from P.W. Ellis in Canada then 
requested of Canadian Military Headquarters in Ottawa for permission to adopt these. Three requests dated 
June 2nd, July 4th and August 16th 1915 were made before permission was denied stating “the maple leaf 
should be sufficient for any depot.”. It is likely the Regiment Canadian Mounted Rifles Depot was closed 
and personnel reassigned to either 8th Brigade Headquarters or possibly the Canadian Cavalry Depot in 
December 1915. The Depot Regiment Overseas Canadian Mounted Rifles was officially disbanded under 
General Order 207 of November 15th 1920.  

 
300-7-11-104   Cap            Pickled finish. Maker marked Ellis Bros 

 
300-7-12-104   Collar         Pickled finish. Not maker marked 

 
300-7-11-106   Cap            Brown finish. Maker marked Ellis Bros 
 

Officers 



 

 

 
300-7-11-108   Cap             Silver. Flat lugs. Marked Sterling  & Ellis Bros 

 
300-7-11-108   Cap             Detail of naming on the above badge 

 
300-7-12-108   Collar         Silver. Flat lugs. Marked Sterling  & Ellis Bros 
 

Sweetheart (?) 

 
300-7-12-110   Collar        Gilt. With silver wash on crown and motto. Pin fastener Marked Ellis Bros  
 

OVERSEAS 
 

Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son 
 

Other ranks 
 
300-7-11-112   Cap              Blackened finish 
 
300-7-11-112   Collar           Blackened finish  
 

Unauthorized Territorial Reserve Battalion badges 
 
A letter written March 3rd 1917 by the officer commanding the Canadian Training Division in England to 
the headquarters of the Overseas Military Forces Canada suggesting that the Territorial Reserve Battalions 
in England be allowed to adopt regiment pattern badges was dismissed. However prior to this date Tiptaft 



 

 

had supplied a number of reserve battalions with badges. On being denied permission many of these were 
converted to menu holders. These badges are usually encountered with additional metal on the reverse. 
 
300-7-11-114   Cap            Gilt and enamels. By  Tiptaft  
 

Canadian Mounted Rifles reinforcing battalions 
 
The first three CMR regiments (1st CMR Brigade) sailed for England June 12th 1915 followed July 18th 
1915 by the 2nd CMR Brigade with 4th through 6th CMRR. Of the three squadrons forming the 7th CMR, 
‘A’ and ‘B’ Squadrons from London Ontario sailed June 9th 1915 and June 29th 1915 respectively. These 
accompanied with drafts from the 8th through 13th CMR regiments. (Please see below for further details) 
‘C’ Squadron, from Toronto had previously sailed for England February 23rd 1915 as the advanced party 
but effective March 30th 1915 was withdrawn from the 7th CMR and designated as the 2nd Divisional 
Cavalry Squadron.  

Generic CMR titles 

 
300-14-14-101   Title       Gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
300-14-14-103   Title       Brown finish. Lug fasteners. By Tiptaft. Not maker marked 
 

Boer War title to the Cape Mounted Rifles 

 
300-14-14-105   Title       Cut sheet brass. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
This title is often mistaken for a CEF title but was worn by the Cape Mounted Rifles during the Boer War 
in South Africa. The unit contained many Canadian volunteers that were not chosen to join the Canadian 
Contingent likely why this title turns up so often in Canada. 
 

3rd Battalion Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment 1915 - 1918 
 

OVERSEAS 
 

Badges by Tiptaft 

 
300-3-11-104   Cap             All ranks pickled gilding metal by Tiptaft 
 
300-3-12-104   Collar          Not currently reported 



 

 

 
300-3-14-106   Title           Gilding metal 
 

Cloth Shoulder Title 

 
 

6th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment December 1st 1914 - 1916 
 
The 6th Canadian Mounted Rifle Regiment was authorized to begin recruiting in Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island with mobilization headquarters at Amherst, Nova Scotia effective 
December 1st 1914. The regiment being authorized under General Order 36 of March 15th 1915. The 6th 
CMR was raised from the VIII Princess Louise (NB) Dragoon Guards, 14th King’s Canadian Hussars, 28th 
New Brunswick Dragoons and the 36th PEI Light horse. The 6th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment 
sailed for England July 18th 1915 with 32 officers and 598 other ranks under command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel R.H. Ryan (14th King’s Canadian Hussars). The 6th CMR sailed for France September 
22nd 1915 assigned as Corps troops serving with the 2nd Division when the 2nd CMR Brigade 
Headquarters became operational this having sailed for France October 24th 1915. The 6th Canadian 
Mounted Rifles Regiment was disbanded effective midnight December 31st 1916 with H.Q. ‘A’ and ‘C’ 
Squadrons being absorbed by the 5th Battalion Canadian Mounted Rifles. ‘B’ and the Machine Gun 
Squadrons being absorbed by the 4th Battalion Canadian Mounted Rifles. The 6th Canadian Mounted Rifles 
was disbanded under General Order 82 of June 1918. The original regimental numbers block for the 8th 
CMR was included in 8001 - 9000, this later corrected to 113051 - 114000. 

Badges by R.J. Inglis Limited 
 

Other ranks 

 
300-6-11-102   Cap            Pickled finish. Some maker marked R.J. Inglis Limited.  



 

 

 
300-6-12-102   Collar         Pickled finish. Flat back. Maker marked R.J. Inglis Limited 
 

Officers 
 
300-6-11-104   Cap            Copper lacquer finish. Flat back. Maker marked R.J. Inglis Limited 

 
300-6-12-104   Collar         Copper lacquer finish. Flat back. Maker marked R.J. Inglis Limited 
 

OVERSEAS 
 

Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son 
 

Other ranks 

 
300-6-11-106   Cap             Blackened/brown finish. Slide fastener. Not maker marked 
 

Officers 

 
300-6-11-108   Cap               Gilt finish. Slide fastener. Not maker marked 
 



 

 

8th Canadian Mounted Rifles December 1st 1914 - 1916 
 
The 8th Canadian Mounted Rifle Regiment was authorized to begin recruiting at Ottawa, Peterborough and 
Toronto with mobilization headquarters at Ottawa effective December 1st 1914. The regiment being 
authorized under General Order 36 of March 15th 1915. Prior to sailing for England October 9th 1915 the 
regiment provided three drafts to the CEF. The first of one officer and 50 Other ranks sailed on June 10th 
1915. The second of three officers and 150 other ranks July 17th 1915, a third of two officers and fifty 
other ranks August 23rd 1915. The 8th Canadian Mounted Rifles embarked for England October 9th 1915 
with 31 Officers and 601 other ranks under command of Lieutenant-Colonel J.R. Munro (5th Princess 
Louise Dragoon Guards). Effective March 2nd 1916 the regiment was absorbed by the Depot Regiment 
Overseas Canadian Mounted Rifles and used as reinforcements for the C.M.R. battalions serving in the 8th 
Brigade, 3rd Canadian Division on the Western Front. The 8th Canadian Mounted Rifles was disbanded 
under General Order 82 of June 1918. 
 
The original regimental numbers block for the 8th CMR was included in 8001 - 9000, this later corrected to 
113051 - 114000. 
 

Badges by Birks 
 

Other ranks 

 
300-8-11-102   Cap               Brown finish. Not maker marked 
 
300-8-12-102   Collar           Brown finish 
 

OVERSEAS 
 

Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son 
 

Other ranks 

 
300-8-11-104   Cap             Brown finish. Slide fastener 



 

 

 
300-8-12-104   Collar         Brown finish 
 

Officers 

 
300-8-11-106   Cap             Oxidized. Lug fasteners.. Not maker marked 
 
300-8-12-106   Collar          Oxidized. Lug fasteners.. Not maker marked 
 

Bandsman (?) 

 
300-8-11-108   Cap             Gilt. Pin fastener. Not maker marked 
 
300-8-12-108   Collar          Matching pin back collars 

 
300-8-14-110   Title           Gilt on brass 

 
300-8-14-112   “Made up’ gold plated, Scully Ltd marked with Caron Bros numeral ‘8’ attached. Pin back 
 



 

 

9th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment 1914 - 1916 
 
The 9th Canadian Mounted Rifle Regiment was authorized to begin recruiting at Lloydminster, Saskatoon, 
North Battleford, Swift Current and Battle Creek with mobilization headquarters at Lloydminster effective 
December 1st 1914. The regiment being authorized under General Order 36 of March 15th 1915. The 
badges being approved June 12th 1915. Prior to sailing for England November 23rd 1915 the 9th CMR had 
provided two reinforcing drafts to the CEF. The first of one officer and 50 other ranks embarking June 29th 
1915, a second of two officers and 46 other ranks on August 23rd 1915. The 9th CMR sailed for England 
November 23rd 1915 with 27 officers and 599 other ranks under command of Lieutenant-Colonel G.C. 
Hodson (22nd Saskatchewan Light Horse). Effective February 8th 1916 the regiment was absorbed by the 
Depot Regiment Overseas Canadian Mounted Rifles and used as reinforcements for the C.M.R. battalions 
serving in the 8th Brigade, 3rd Canadian Division on the Western Front. The 9th Canadian Mounted Rifles 
were disbanded under General Order 207 of 1920. 
The original regimental numbers block for the 9th CMR was included in 9001 - 10000, this later corrected 
to 114001 - 115000. 

Badges by Dingwall (Large numeral ‘9’) 

 
300-9-11-102   Cap              Brown finish. Slide fastener. Not maker marked 

  
300-9-12-102   Collar           Brown finish. Flat Back. Lug fasteners. Marked Dingwall Winnipeg 
 

Officers 

 
300-9-11-104   Cap               Dull gilt. Slide fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
300-9-12-104   Collar           Dull gilt. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Marked Dingwall Winnipeg 



 

 

 
300-9-14-104   Title             Gilt. Lug fasteners. 
 

Badges by R.J. Inglis Limited 
 

Other ranks 

 
300-9-11-106   Cap               Brown finish. Not maker marked 

 
 
300-9-12-106   Collar           Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked R.J.Inglis Limited 

 
300-9-14-106   Title             Brown finish. Maker marked R.J.Inglis Limited 
 

Officers 



 

 

 
300-9-11-108   Cap               Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
300-9-12-108   Collar           Pickled finish. Not maker marked 
 

10th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment December 1st 1914 - 1917 
 
The 10th Canadian Mounted Rifle Regiment was authorized to begin recruiting at Regina, Moosomin, 
Grenfel and Indian Head, Lloydminster, Saskatoon, North Battleford, Swift Current and Battle Creek with 
mobilization headquarters at Regina December 1st 1914. The regiment being authorized under General 
Order 36 of March 15th 1915. Prior to sailing for England May 1st 1916 the 10th CMR provided two 
reinforcing drafts to the CEF. The first of these sailed with one officer and 50 other ranks June 29th 1915, a 
second of two officers and 50 other ranks August 23rd 1915. It is believed these were absorbed by the 
Depot Regiment Overseas Canadian Mounted Rifles. The 10th Canadian Mounted Rifles embarked for 
England May 1st 1916 with 23 officers and 395 other ranks under command of Major C.F. Washington 
(20th Border horse) This unit was considered a draft only, hence being taken overseas by a Major and not 
Lieutenant-Colonel. On arrival the 10th CMR were absorbed into the Canadian Cavalry Depot and used as 
reinforcements for the Divisional Cavalry Squadrons serving on the Western Front. Being fully depleted of 
all ranks the 10th Canadian Mounted Rifles were disbanded effective July 19th 1917 under General Order 
82 of June 1918. The original regimental numbers block for the 10th CMR was included in 10001 - 11000, 
this later being corrected to 115001 - 116000. 
 

Badges by Dingwall 
 

Other ranks 

 
300-10-11-100   Cap                Brown finish. Ghost naming 



 

 

 
300-10-12-100   Collar             Brown finish. Pin fasteners. Maker marked Dingwall Winnipeg 

 
300-10-12-104   Collar             Brown finish. Tang fasteners. Maker marked Dingwall Winnipeg 
 

Badges by R.J. Inglis Limited 

 
300-10-14-106   Title           Brown finish. Maker marked R.J. Inglis Limited 

 
300-10-14-108   Title          Pickled finish. Pin fastener. Not maker marked.  
 

OVERSEAS 
 

Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son 

 
300-10-11-110   Cap         Brown finish. Slide fastener. Not maker marked 



 

 

 
300-10-12-110   Collar         Brown finish.  
 

11th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment December 22nd 1914 - 1917 
 
The 11th Canadian Mounted Rifles were authorized to begin recruiting at Vancouver December 22nd 1914. 
The regiment being authorized under General Order 36 of March 15th 1915. Prior to sailing for England 
July 16th 1916 the 11th CMR provided two reinforcing drafts to the CEF. The first with one officer and 50 
other ranks this embarked June 29th 1915, the second with two officers and 50 other ranks on August 29th 
1915. The 11th CMR sailed for England July 16th 1916 with 34 officers and 883 other ranks under 
command of Lieutenant Colonel G.H. Kirkpatrick (72nd Seaforth Highlanders). In January 1917 the 11th 
Canadian Mounted Rifles amalgamated with other B.C. infantry battalion to form the 24th Reserve 
Battalion. In May 1917 the 24th Reserve Battalion was absorbed by the 1st Reserve Battalion this 
becoming the sole reinforcing battalion for the British Columbia Regiment. The 11th Canadian Mounted 
Rifles were disbanded under General Order 101 of August 15th 1918.  
 
The original regimental numbers block for the 11th Mounted Rifles was 11001 - 12000 this ‘corrected’ to 
116001 - 117000. 

Badges by Jacoby Bros 
 

Other ranks 
 
300-11-11-102   Cap            Type 1. Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
300-11-11-104   Cap               Type 2. Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
300-11-12-104   Collar           Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
300-11-14-104   Title             Brown finish. Not maker marked  



 

 

 
Officers 

 
300-11-11-106   Cap                Gilt on silver wash. Pin fastener. Not maker marked 
 
300-11-12-106   Collar            Gilt on silver wash. Pin fastener. Not maker marked 
 
300-11-11-108   Cap               Sterling silver 
 
300-11-12-108   Collar           Sterling silver 
 
300-11-14-108   Title             Sterling silver 
 

12th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment December 22nd 1914 - 1916 
 
The 12th Canadian Mounted Rifles were authorized to begin recruiting December 22nd 1914 at Calgary 
and Red Deer with mobilization headquarters at Calgary. The regiment being authorized under General 
Order 36 of March 15th 1915. Prior to sailing for England October 9th 1915 the 12th CMR provided two 
drafts to the CEF. The first of these with one officer and 50 other ranks embarked June 10th 1915, the 
second with two officers and 50 other ranks August 23rd 1915. The 12th Mounted Rifles sailed for England 
with 27 Officers and 541 other ranks under command of Lieutenant-Colonel G. MacDonald (15th Light 
horse). The regiment was absorbed into the Depot Regiment Overseas Canadian Mounted Rifles (see 
above), and used as reinforcements for the C.M.R. battalions serving in the 8th Brigade, 3rd Canadian 
Division on the Western Front. The 12th Canadian Mounted Rifles were disbanded under General Order 
207 of November 15th 1920. The original regimental numbers block for the 12th CMR was included in 
12001 - 13000, this later being corrected to 117001 - 118000. 
 

Badges by R.J. Inglis Limited 
 
Pointed maple leaf. Pointed serif on numeral ‘2’ 
 

Other ranks 

 
300-12-11-102   Cap              Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked R.J. Inglis Limited 



 

 

 
300-12-11-104   Cap               Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked R.J. Inglis Limited 

 
300-12-12-104   Collar          Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Officers 

 
300-12-11-106   Cap             Brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Not maker markd 

 
300-12-12-106   Collar         Brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Not maker markd 

 
300-11-14-106   Title             Brown OSD finish Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

OVERSEAS 
 

Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son 
 



 

 

Other ranks 
 
300-12-11-108   Cap               
 
300-12-12-108   Collar           
 

13th Canadian Mounted Rifles Regiment December 22nd 1914 - 1916 
 
The 13th Canadian Mounted Rifle Regiment was authorized to begin recruiting December 22nd 1914 at 
Pincher Creek, Macleod and Cardston with mobilization headquarters at Pincher Creek. The regiment being 
authorized under General Order 36 of March 15th 1915. Prior to sailing for England on June 29th 1916 the 
13th CMR provided two reinforcing drafts to the CEF. The first of these with one officer and 50 other 
ranks embarked June 10th 1915, the second with two officers and 50 other ranks on June 29th 1915. The 
13th Canadian Mounted sailed for England Rifles with 34 officers and 933 other ranks, by far the largest of 
all of the CMR Regiments. The regiment was absorbed into the Depot Regiment Overseas Canadian 
Mounted Rifles and used as reinforcements for the C.M.R. battalions serving in the 8th Brigade, 3rd 
Canadian Division on the Western Front. The 13th Canadian Mounted Rifles were disbanded under 
General Order 82 of June 1918. 
 
The original regimental numbers block for the 13th CMR was included in 13001 - 14000, this later being  
corrected to 118001 - 119000. 
 

Badges by D.E. Black (Manufactured by R.J. Inglis) 
 

Other ranks 

 
300-13-11-102   Cap               Pickled finish. Die struck. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
300-13-12-102   Collar           Pickled finish. Flat back. Lug fasteners 

 
300-13-12-104   Collar         Pickled finish.  
 



 

 

Officers 

 
300-13-11-106   Cap            Brown finish. Die struck. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
300-13-12-106   Collar           Brown Finish. Flat back. Marker marked R.J. Inglis Limited 

 
300-13-11-108   Cap            Copper OSD finish 
 

OVERSEAS 
 

Badges by Service Supply, Rochester, Kent UK 
 
Blunt Maple leaf with framed mottos. 
 
300-13-11-110   Cap                
 
300-13-12-110   Collar            
 
300-13-14-110   Title             Made up ‘13’ numeral over Tiptaft ‘C.M.R’. title  


