11th CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE

The 11th Canadian Infantry Brigade was established January 9th 1916 initially under command of Colonel
C.A. Smart who was replaced by Brigadier General F.O W. Loomis February 6th 1916. The composition of
Headquarters, with the 54th, 75th, 87th and 102nd Overseas Battalions. Uniforms in the Victor Taboika
collection and the Glenbow Museum show both the ‘C’ over ‘54’ and ‘C’ over ‘102’ badges being worn on
the shoulder straps. Uniforms of the 75th and 87th Battalions only with shoulder titles, (°75” over ‘Canada‘
and ‘G.G.” over ‘Canada’), being worn. Of the 1000 pairs of each of the C over numeral badges supplied to
the Canadian Ordnance Depot, located at Ashford in Kent, England by Tiptaft in August 1918, a large
majority for all four battalions were still listed as being in inventory in January 1919.

11th Brigade Headquarters

480-1-23-118  Brigade bar red bar worn above the green Divisional patch

54th Overseas (Kootenay) Battalion 1915 -1917

The 54th Infantry Battalion, nicknamed ‘Kemball’s Kootenay Kougars’ was raised effective May 1st 1915
by the 107th East Kootenay Regiment being recruited in the Southern British Columbia interior with
headquarters at Nelson, the battalion mobilizing at Vernon under General Order 86 of July 1st 1915. A
large detachment from both the East and West Kootenay’s had provided 310 volunteers to the 7th Battalion
on its formation at Camp Valcartier in August 1914. Before embarking for England November 22nd 1916
the 54th Battalion provided two reinforcing drafts to the CEF the first of five officers and 250 other ranks
embarking July 21st 1915, a second of five officers and 250 other ranks October 23rd 1915. The 54th
Battalion sailed for England with 42 officers and 1099 other ranks under command of Lieutenant-Colonel
A.G.H. Kemball (Honoury Rank) (K.I.LA. March Ist 1917). The 54th Battalion was assigned to the 11th
Infantry Brigade, 4th Canadian Division. Due to the small population base from which the battalion was
recruited in August 1917 the 54th Battalion was redesignated the 54th ‘Central Ontario’ Battalion
becoming a component of the 2nd Central Ontario Regiment being henceforth reinforced from Ontario, but
continuing to serve in the 11th Canadian Infantry Brigade, 4th Canadian Division. The 54th Canadian
Infantry Battalion was disbanded under General Order 149 September 15th 1920.

The original regimental numbers block assigned to the 54th Canadian Infantry Battalion was A42001 -
A44000 this later being ‘corrected’ to 442001 - 444000. A further block of 200 regimental numbers is
listed for the 54th Battalion 480001 to 480200 however a random search of the data base indicates these
were never used.

Sample collars by Jacoby Bros. Vancouver

554-12-102  Collar Dark brown finish. Single central lug. Not maker marked
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Dark brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked
Other ranks.

Dark brown finish. Lug fasteners. ‘Made in B.C. Jacoby Bros: Vancouver’

e

Dark brown ﬁmsh Tang fasteners. ‘Jacoby Bros: Vancouver B.C.’

Dark brown finish. . Lug fasteners. ‘Made in B.C. Jacoby Bros: Vancouver B

NCOs

Brown silver numerals Pin fastener .Made in B.C. Jacoby Bros:

Brown silver numerals Pin fastener .Made in B.C. Jacoby Bros: Vancouver

Dark brown finish. Pin fastener, not maker marked-
Shoulder strap numerals

A,

Copper. Maker marked ‘P.W. Ellis & Co. Ltd. 1915°.

Gilding metal. Maker marked Caron Bros. 1915

Gilding metal. By unidentified maker. (NCOs pin back?)

Officers



554-11-116  Cap Silver overlay on crown & numeral. Flat back marked Made in BC
Jacoby Bros

554-12-116  Collar Not currently identified

OVERSEAS

In the CEF files held in the Canadian Archives are the replies to a request from Canadian Corps ‘Q’
(Quartermaster) of August 19th 1917, which reads “With reference to you’re A.O.D.S. 4/1 dated the 19th
instant.- Attached hereto, please find Statement in duplicate, regarding the badges worn by the units of this
Division, as requested in the above quoted letter.” This request was made to all four of the infantry
divisions serving in the Canadian Corps in France and lists the unit, maker, present possessor of dies , price
paid per gross, and the annual requirements of badges. This information was requested as the Canadian
Government had agreed in future to pay for battalion badges for the units of the CEF, the maker selected to
supply these badges being J.W. Tiptaft and Son. Ltd. Prior to this, battalion pattern badges if worn, were
purchased with regimental funds. From this historically important file we can identify who was the maker
of each battalions badges in 1917. The fighting battalions serving with the Canadian Corps on the Western
Front used approximately 2000 sets of badges a year. “Wastage’ as casualties were called, ran at 10% per
month for the duration of WWI and it was necessary to purchase new battalion badges for reinforcements
arriving from England.

The August 1917 Canadian Corps ‘Q’ file listing the unit, maker, present possessor of dies, price paid per
gross, and the annual requirements of badges. The tools and dies and supplier of the badges are listed as
being held by ‘[a] Jacoby Bros., Vancouver B.C, Cap & Shoulder badges. J.W. Tiptaft & Son Ltd.
Northampton Street, Birmingham. Numerical collar badges. [b] $46.80 per gross, plus insurance & express
charges for cap and shoulder badges. 60 shillings per gross, plus carriage, collar badges. [c] 1500 sets’.

554-12-114 Collar (Interim?) Cut sheet brass ‘C‘ over ‘54’. Brass wire lugs

Badges by unidentified makers

Straight stem on maple leaf with large numeral ‘54°.

554-12-118 Collar Red/Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked



& &

554-12-118 Collar Red/Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

Officers(?)

Collar with straight stem on maple leaf with large numeral ‘54°. Framed ribbons

Chocolate brown finish. Flat back not maker marked

554-12-120  Collar

554-12-122  Collar Brass. Straight stem. Small brass lugs. Not maker marked

54th Overseas (Central Ontario) Battalion 1917 -1918

Formation patches

1st pattern 4th Division formation patches were introduced April 14th 1917. A green rectangle 1 3% x 3 %
worn 1 inch below the point of the shoulder. No battalion designations are noted at this time. The second

pattern was apparently adopted sometime later in 1917.

Other ranks

Pattern)

Senior NCOs (1st




Senior NCOs (2nd Pattern)

Officers (1st Pattern)

Officers (2nd Pattern)



Badges by Tiptaft
Other ranks

554-11-124 Cap Brass. Not maker marked
554-11-126  Cap Dark brown finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Tiptaft
554-12-126  Collar Brass. Maker marked Tiptaft B’ham

554-14-126 Title Dark brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked



Officers

554-11-128  Cap Silver overlay on crown & numeral. Flat back. Maker marked ‘Tiptaft
B’ham’

>

554-12-128 Collar Silver overlay on numeral only. Flat back. Maker marked ‘Tiptaft B’ham

554-11-128 Cap Red/brown OSD. Not reported

554-12-128 Collar Red/brown OSD. Flat back not maker marked

Reinforcements for the 54th Overseas Battalion 1916 - 1917 (7th Training Brigade )

From the time of its entry into France in August 1916 until January 1917 reinforcements for the 54th
Battalion were provided by the 103rd Battalion, this believed to have been assigned to the 7th Training
Brigade, formed August 14th 1916 and disbanded on the formation of the Reserve Brigade system
established in January 1917 after which reinforcements for the 54th Battalion were provided by the 15th
Reserve Battalion, this one of three reserve battalion supplying reinforcements to the battalions from B.C.
serving with the Canadian Corps on the Western Front.

Reinforcements between January 1917 - August 1917 (15th Reserve Battalion)

The 16th Reserve Battalion was formed by the amalgamation of the 103rd and the 121st Battalions under
command of Lieutenant-Colonel E.C.J.L. Henniker supplying reinforcements to the 54th and 102nd
Battalions and the 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles serving in France and Flanders. In the August 1917
realignment for reinforcing some CEF battalions serving with the Canadian Corps the 54th Battalion was
redesignated the 54th ‘Central Ontario’ Battalion becoming a component of the 2nd Central Ontario
Regiment and henceforth reinforced by the 8th Reserve Battalion, but continuing to serve in the 11th
Canadian Infantry Brigade, 4th Canadian Division.

Reinforcements between August 1917 - 1918 (8th Reserve Battalion)

The 8th Reserve Battalion was formed by the amalgamation of the 147th, 157th and 159th Infantry
Battalions under command of Lieutenant-Colonel G. F. McFarland supplying reinforcements to the 50th,



119th and 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles. In August 1917 the 8th Reserve Battalion also started supplying
reinforcements to the 54th and 102nd (former B.C. Battalions) During the period of its operations the 8th
Reserve Battalion absorbed the 110th, 125th, 135th, 164th and 227th Battalions. In February 1918 the 8th
Reserve Battalion absorbed the 2nd Reserve Battalion. In February 1918 the 8th Reserve Battalion also
absorbed the 119th and 125th Infantry Battalions, these both having been held in England assigned to the
5th Division which was broken up for reinforcements. In April 1918 the 8th Reserve Battalion became the
reinforcing Battalion for the 2nd Central Ontario Battalion, authorized under General Order 77 of April
15th 1918, henceforth supplying reinforcements to the 54th, 58th, 102nd and 115th Infantry Battalions
serving with the Canadian Corps on the Western Front. The 8th Central Ontario Regiment was disbanded
under General Order 213 of November 15th 1920.

75th (9th Mississauga Horse) Battalion 1915- 1918

The 75th Canadian Infantry Battalion was authorized to be recruited at Toronto, Hamilton and London,
Ontario with mobilization headquarters at Toronto under General Order 103a of August 15th 1915. The
75th had two nicknames ‘The Six Bit Hard Luck Battalion the Mississaugas > and * Tommy Church’s Own’
(The then Mayor of Toronto.) The battalion was raised by the 9th Mississauga Horse this regiment
previously having contributed 161 volunteers to the 2nd Battalion on its formation at Camp Valcartier in
August 1914. The regiment later provided volunteers to 124th Battalion and raised the 170th Battalion.
Prior to sailing for England April 1st 1916 the 75th Battalion provided a reinforcing draft to the CEF of five
officers and 250 other ranks this embarking October 1st 1915. The 75th Battalion sailed for England with
36 officers and 1114 other ranks under command of Lieutenant-Colonel S.G. Beckett (9th Mississauga
Horse) (K.I.LA. March 1st 1917). The 75th Canadian Infantry Battalion was assigned to the 11th Infantry
Brigade, 4th Canadian Division serving on the Western Front for the duration of the war being disbanded
under General Order 149 of September 15th 1920.

The regimental numbers block for the original contingent of the 75th Canadian Infantry Battalion was
138001 - 141000.

Like a number of other battalions recruited principally by a single militia regiment the 75th Battalion
considered itself an overseas battalion of the 9th Mississauga Horse and it is believed that the battalion
initially retained regimental pattern badges.

The initial pre WWI badges were struck by P.W. Ellis in gilding metal, this issue has six ‘eyelets’ on the
Garter Belt. Neither cap or collar badges are maker marked and are fitted with flat cut sheet copper lug
fasteners. No specific Canadian made officers pattern badges are noted these wearing either Officers
pattern General Service maple leaf patterns or possibly 9th Mississauga Light Horse patterns.

Pre WWI collar size badges

Other ranks

575-11-102  Cap/collar Gilt lacquer on gilding metal. Flat N/S Ellis type lugs. Not marked



575-14-102  Title

575-13-104  Collar

575-11-106  Cap/collar

575-14-108 Numeral

575-14-109 Numeral

Brass. Lug fasteners. Three lugs. Maker marked Ellis Bros

&S

Natural gilding metal. N/S Hemsley pattern lugs Not maker marked

OSD Brown finish. Flat N/S Ellis type lug fasteners. Not maker marked

Shoulder strap numerals

Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Caron Bros. 1915’

LoCA

Gilt lacquer gilding metal 75. By Caron Bros. Montreal. Not marked




575-14-110  Numeral Coppered Maker marked ‘P.W. Ellis & Co. Ltd. 1915’

575-14-112  Numeral Coppered. Marked Birks 1916. Flat cut sheet copper lugs. (Not
reported)

Officers(?)

575-13-114  Collar Blackened finish. N/S Hemsley pattern lugs Not maker marked

OVERSEAS
Formation patches introduced 1917

The first pattern 4th Division formation patches were introduced April 14th 1917. Green rectangle 1 % x 3

% and is worn 1 inch below the point of the shoulder. No battalion designations are noted at this time. The
second pattern was adopted sometime later in 1917.

Other ranks Senior NCOs (1st pattern)

Senior NCOs (2nd pattern)




Officers (1st pattern)

Officers (2nd pattern)

The August 1917 Canadian Corps ‘Q’ file listing the unit, maker, present possessor of dies, price paid per
gross, and the annual requirements of badges. The tools and dies and supplier of the badges are listed as
being held by ‘[a] Savoy Tailors Guild, Strand, London, W.C. (Shoulder Badges), J.W. Tiptaft & Son Ltd.
Northampton Street, Birmingham. Numerical collar badges also cap badges and officers* collar badges). [b]
Cap badges 6 pence each. Collar badges 4 2 pence per pair. Officers collar badges 9 pence per pair. [c]
4000 to 5000 of all kinds except officers collar badges, which average 500 pairs.” (This number would
appear to be a wild guess and not based on any annual requirements.)

The other ranks badges were produced by J.W. Tiptaft. The officers issue is struck in natural gilding metal
and consists of ‘battalion’ pattern cap and collar badges by the Savoy Tailors Guild. The Tiptaft pattern
badges have eight eyelets in the Garter Belt. The first other ranks issue consisted of blackened ‘battalion’
pattern cap badges and ‘regimental’ pattern collar badges, these can be identified by the small malleable



Tiptaft pattern copper wire lug fasteners fixed in an East/West orientation. After the Battle of Vimy Ridge
in April 1917 the ‘regimental’ pattern collars were withdrawn and replaced with a plain numeral ‘75’
pattern, this issue with both top and bottom bars is not maker marked and are fitted with longer copper wire
pattern lug fasteners and not the ‘usual’ small Tiptaft pattern. (Similar numerical collar badges were also
introduced for the 85th and 87th Battalions.)

Other ranks

575-11-116  Cap Gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked
575-14-116  Numeral Gilding metal. Both upper and lower ‘bars’.
~ '

575-12-118  Collar Brass. Small ‘C’ over ‘75’. Maker marked ‘Tiptaft B;ham’

Uniforms of the 75th and 87th Battalions in the Victor Taboika collection have other ranks tunics without
collar badges only with shoulder titles, (*75” over ‘Canada‘ and ‘G.G.” over ‘Canada’).

Officers collar badges by Savoy Tailors Guild

575-12-120  Collar Natural gilding metal. Hexagonal lug fasteners. Flat back. Not maker
marked

Officers



575-11-122  Cap Blackened brass by Tiptaft maker marked with ‘B’ham’ only.

&S

575-13-122  Collar Brown or blackened finish. E/W Tiptaft pattern lugs Not maker
marked

Officers

575-11-124  Cap Antique copper finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

575-14-124 Title Oxidized finish. By Tiptaft. Not maker marked

Reinforcements for the 75th Battalion July 1916 - January 1917
(Second 12th Infantry Battalion Training and Reserve)

In July 1916 a second 12th Infantry Battalion Training and Reserve was established to supply
reinforcements for battalions from Toronto serving in the Canadian Corps in France. The ‘new’ 12th
Infantry Battalion Training and Reserve absorbing the 83rd Bn. July 7th 1916, 91st Bn. July 15th 1916,
98th Bn. October 6th 1916, 109th Bn. December 8th 1916, 129th Bn. October 18th 1916, 130th Bn.
October 6th 1916, 146th Bn. October 6th 1916. In January 1917 the 12th Infantry Battalion was
redesignated as the 12th Reserve Battalion under command of Lieutenant-Colonel W.G. Mitchell, to supply
reinforcements to the 3rd, 75th 124th (Pioneer) Battalions and 1st Canadian Labor Battalion.

In January 1917 the 12th Infantry Battalion was reorganized to form the 12th Reserve Battalion supplying



reinforcements to the 3rd, 75th 124th (Pioneer) Battalions and the 1st Canadian Labor Battalion. In
February 1918 the 12th Reserve Battalion absorbed the 5th Reserve Battalion becoming one of two
reinforcing battalions for the 1st Central Ontario Regiment this authorized under General Order 77 of April
15th 1918. (The second being the 3rd Reserve Battalion.) The 12th Reserve Battalion provided
reinforcements for 3rd, 15th, 20th and 75th (Toronto) Battalions serving with the Canadian Corps on the
Western Front. The 12th Infantry Battalion created under GO 142 of 1914 was disbanded under General
Order 149 of 1920.

12th Reserve Battalion January 1917- November 1918

During the period of its operations the 12th Reserve Battalion absorbed the 166th Bn. January 8th 1917,
176th Bn, May 7th 1916, 234th Bn. April 29th 1917, a portion of the 241st Bn. May 7th 1917, and 255th
Bn. June 12th 1917. In February 1918 the 12th Reserve Battalion absorbed the 134th Bn. this released
from the 5th Division then in formation in England which was broken up for reinforcements.

Eaton’s Stores ‘Sweetheart’ badges

Sweetheart or souvenir badges were very popular amongst wives and mothers with husbands and sons
serving with the CEF. These were produced both in Canada and England in various materials including
gold, silver and often with elaborate multi-colour enamels. T.E. Eaton’s stores sold a series of cap badge
size badges mostly fitted with pin fasteners but occasionally with lugs, as souvenir pieces. These are
believed to have been produced by Caron Bros. Montreal.

575-11-126  ‘Sweetheart’. Gilt finish. Lugs or pin fasteners. Not maker marked

575-11-128  ‘Sweetheart’. Pickled finish. White metal centre. Pin fastener. Not marked
75th Battalion Women’s Club

An unusual, patriotic club membership pin.

575-17-128  Collar size Brown finish. 28 x 28 mm. Pin fastener. Maker marked ‘Holt’

87th (Canadian Grenadier Guards) Battalion, 1915 - 1918

The 87th Canadian Infantry Battalion was authorized to be recruited in the Gaspe, Eastern Townships,
Pembrooke and Dundas Counties, and the mining districts of Quebec and Northern Ontario with
mobilization headquarters at Montreal September 10th 1915 under General Order 103a of August 15th
1915. The battalion was raised by the 1st Regiment, Canadian Grenadier Guards, this regiment having
previously contributed 350 volunteers to the 14th Battalion on its formation at Camp Valcartier on its
formation in August 1914. The 87th Battalion sailed for England April 25th 1916 with 36 officers and 1026



OR’s under command of Lieutenant-Colonel J.P. Rexford (Canadian Grenadier Guards), assigned to the
11th Infantry Brigade, 4th Canadian Division. The 87th Battalion served with the Canadian Corps on the
Western Front for the duration of WWI being disbanded under General Order 149 of September 15th 1920.

The regimental numbers block for the original contingent of the 87th Canadian Infantry Battalion was
177001 - 180000.

Badges by Hemsley

587-11-102  Cap Pickled. 14 flames. Flat copper lug fasteners. Not maker marked
587-12-102  Collar Not currently identified. If worn believed to be the generic grenade.
587-14-102  Title Pickled. Solid ‘Grenadier Guards / Canada‘ tablet. Not maker
marked

Shoulder strap numerals

587-14-104 Numeral Gilding metal. By Caron Bros. Montreal. Not Maker marked

Officers

587-11-106  Cap Pickled. 14 flames. Flat copper lug fasteners. Not maker marked



587-12-106  Collar

587-14-106 Title Pickled finish. Fold over tangs. Not maker marked
OVERSEAS

Formation Patches introduced 1917

The initial colour selected for the formation patches for the 4th Division was yellow. This order was
cancelled 10 days later and the decision regarding the colour was held in abeyance until green was selected.
The first patches were issued April 2nd 1917 the dimensions being listed as 1 % by 3 %-inches worn on
both arms 1-inch below the shoulder seam. Later both NCOs and officers wore distinctive 4th Divisional
patches these embroidered with a ‘bullion’ maple leaf, in silver for senior NCO’s and gold for officers.
Shortly after their introduction the angle of the maple leaf were set from the vertical to a 45 degree with the
angle tilting forward.

4th Division formation patches

Other ranks Senior NCOs
(1st pattern)

Senior NCOs (2nd pattern)



Officers (1st pattern)

Officers (2nd pattern)




The August 1917 Canadian Corps ‘Q’ file listing the unit, maker, present possessor of dies, price paid per
gross, and the annual requirements of badges. The tools and dies and supplier of the badges are listed as
being held by ‘[a] United Services Supply Co,. Railway Approach, London Bridge, London, S.E. [b] 2
shillings and 6 pence half-penny per set. [c] 2000 to 2500.“. Photographs of the 87th Battalion circa 1917
show them wearing plain British ‘grenade’ cap badges which are believed to be this issue. The shoulder
title consisted of a grenade, numeral, and shoulder title this with small size ‘GG’ ‘over curved ‘CANADA’.

Although not confirmed in General Orders it appears that after its arrival in England the 87th battalion
adopted the plain grenade pattern cap badge as worn by the British Grenadier Guards.

Badges by United Service Supply
Other ranks

587-11-112  Cap Brass. 17 flames. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

587-12-112  Collar Natural gilding metal. Generic CFA ‘grenade’ pattern. Not maker marked
587-14-112  Title Natural gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Smaller size. Not maker marked

A post 1916 uniform for the 87th Battalion in the Victor Taboika collection has no collars and the generic
CFA grenade badge worn over the ‘G’G’/ Canada’ shoulder title on the epaulets.

Officers badges by Hicks & Son London

587-11-114 Cap Brown OSD finish. 17 flames. Lug fasteners. With oval makers tab



ofe

587-12-114  Collar Brown OSD. (36mm) Flat back. N/S lugs. Not maker marked

ol

587-12-115  Collar Brown OSD. (36mm) Flat back. E/W lugs. Not maker marked

Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son Ltd.
Other ranks

587-12-116  Collar Brass. Small ‘C’ over ‘87’. Maker marked ‘Tiptaft B;ham’

The numeral below was worn as a collar badge

587-12-118  Collar Natural gilding metal. Double bar 87. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

Shoulder title by J.R. Gaunt

587-14-120 Title Natural gilding metal. 45mm. Lug fasteners. Marked J.R. Gaunt London
587-12-122  Collar Darkened finish cast metal. 33mm E/W lug fasteners. Not maker marked

Made up cap badge by Scully probably a rejected sample.



587-11-124 Cap Silvered numerals mounted on a Scully General Service Maple Leaf.

Reinforcements for the 87th Overseas Battalion 1916- 1917
(132nd Battalion, Training and Reserve)

From the time of its entry into France until in August 1916 until January 1917 reinforcements for the 87th
Battalion were provided by the 132nd Battalion, training and reserve. In January 1917 the 132nd Battalion
was redesignated as the 22nd Reserve Battalion. Effective April 30th 1917 the 60th Battalion was
disbanded one third of its personnel being assigned to the 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles and two thirds (15
officers and 508 other ranks), joining the 87th Battalion. For the duration of WWI reinforcements
continued to be supplied through the 22nd Reserve Battalion

Reinforcements for the 87th Overseas Battalion 1917
(22nd Reserve Battalion)
Absorbed by the 23rd (Montreal) Reserve Battalion May 1917

The 22nd Reserve Battalion was formed in January 1917 from the 132nd Bn. Training and Reserve
(January 28th 1917), under command of Lieutenant-Colonel W.W. Burland as the reinforcing battalion for
the 87th Bn.. and S5th Canadian Mounted Rifles both serving with the Canadian Corps in France and
Flanders and the 199th Bn. assigned to the 5th Division in formation in England. It appears that the 22nd
Reserve Battalion was never fully organized remaining a ‘paper’ battalion until being absorbed along with
the 199th Battalion into the 23rd Reserve Battalion in May 1917.

23rd (Montreal) Reserve Battalion May 1917 - 1918

In the January 1917 reorganization of the Canadian Militia the 23rd Reserve Battalion was designated as
the 23rd (Montreal) Reserve Battalion as the reinforcing battalion for the 14th and 24th Infantry Battalions
and the 4th Canadian Labor Battalion serving on the Western Front and for the 199th Battalion in England
assigned to the 15th Brigade, of the proposed 5th Canadian Division. During this period of its operations
the 23rd Reserve Battalion absorbed the 244th and 245th Infantry Battalions and the Jewish Infantry
Company. In May 1917 the 23rd Reserve Battalion absorbed the 22nd Reserve Battalion this having been
the reinforcing battalion for the 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles and the 87th Battalion Serving on the
Western Front. In early 1918 the 4th Canadian Labor Battalion was absorbed into the Canadian Engineers
and the 23rd (Montreal) Reserve Battalion absorbed the 199th Battalion from the 5th Division on this being
declared moribund. The Quebec Regiment was authorized under General Order 77 of May 15th 1918 with
the 10th, 20th 22nd, and 23rd Reserve Battalions providing reinforcements to the Quebec battalions serving
on the Western Front. As components of the Quebec Regiment all four reserve battalions were all
disbanded under General Order 213 of November 15th 1920.

Recruiting Posters
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102nd ‘North British Columbians’ Battalion 1915 - 1918

The 102nd North British Columbians began recruiting November 3rd 1915 in British Columbia with
mobilization headquarters at Commox-Atlin authorized under General Order 151 of December 22nd 1915,
the men being attested at Victoria. The battalion was nicknamed ‘The 102nd Warden’s Warriors’.)
Although named the Northern British Columbians the battalion apparently had little connection to this
region most of the attested volunteers having postal addresses in Vancouver and Victoria. The 102nd
Battalion was perpetuated by the North British Columbia Regiment formerly 68th Regiment (Earl Grey‘s
Own Rifles) this militia regiment headquartered at Prince Rupert The battalion embarked for England June
20th 1916 with 37 officers and 968 OR’s under command of Lieutenant-Colonel J.W. Warden (6th
Regiment (Duke of Connaught’s Own Rifles). The 102nd Battalion was assigned to the 11th Infantry
Brigade, 4th Canadian Division, this sailing for France in August 1916. In August 1917 the Battalion was
redesignated the 102nd (Central Ontario) Battalion CEF.

The 102nd Battalion served on the Western Front for the duration of the war being disbanded under
General Order 149 of September 15th 1920. The regimental numbers block for the 102nd Canadian
Infantry Battalion was 703001 - 706000.

Badges by O.B. Allan

Other ranks

602-11-102 Cap Dark brown finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘O.B. Allan’



602-12-102  Collar Dark brown finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘O.B. Allan’

Shoulder strap numerals

602-14-104 Numeral Brown finish. Lug fasteners.

Officers

602-11-106 Cap Silver plate marked O.B. Allan
602-12-106 Collar Silver plate marked O.B. Allan
Badges attributed to Jacoby Bros

602-11-108 Cap Brown OSD. Fully struck up reverse. Not maker marked

602-12-108  Collar Black/brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked
Officers

602-11-110 Cap Brown OSD. Fully struck up reverse. Not maker marked



602-12-110  Collar Brown OSD. Fully struck up reverse. Not maker marked
\Y\ 13/
L\ QA [

QDA
N (02

602-14-110 Title

602-12-112  Collar Gilt. Sweetheart?

OVERSEAS

In the CEF files held in the Canadian Archives are the replies to a request from Canadian Corps ‘Q’
(Quartermaster) of August 19th 1917, which reads “With reference to you’re A.O.D.S. 4/1 dated the 19th
instant.- Attached hereto, please find Statement in duplicate, regarding the badges worn by the units of this
Division, as requested in the above quoted letter.” This request was made to all four of the infantry
divisions serving in the Canadian Corps in France and lists the unit, maker, present possessor of dies , price
paid per gross, and the annual requirements of badges. This information was requested as the Canadian
Government had agreed in future to pay for battalion badges for the units of the CEF, the maker selected to
supply these badges being J.W. Tiptaft and Son. Ltd. Prior to this, battalion pattern badges if worn, were
purchased with regimental funds. From this historically important file we can identify who was the maker
of each battalions badges in 1917. The fighting battalions serving with the Canadian Corps on the Western
Front used approximately 2000 sets of badges a year. ‘Wastage’ as casualties were called, ran at 10% per
month for the duration of WWI and it was necessary to purchase new battalion badges for reinforcements
arriving from England.

The ‘Q’ file listing for the 102nd Battalion is H. Ford, 8 London St., London E.C. Cap badges 66/- per
gross. Collar badges 90/- per gross. 1550 sets per year.

Badges by H. Ford,

Other ranks



602-11-114 Cap Blackened finish. Not maker marked

602-12-114  Collar Blackened finish. Not maker marked

Officers
602-11-116 Cap Pickled finish. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked
602-12-116  Collar Pickled finish. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

Formation patches introduced 1917

Ist pattern 4th Division formation patches were introduced April 14th 1917; a green rectangle 1 % x 3 %
worn 1 inch below the point of the shoulder. No battalion designations are noted at this time. The second
pattern was apparently adopted sometime later in 1917.

Other ranks Senior NCOs
(1st pattern)



Senior NCOs (2nd pattern)

Officers (1st pattern)




Officers (2nd pattern)

602-11-118 Cap Black/brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

602-12-118  Collar Black/brown OSD finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked



‘C’ over numeral badges

1000 pairs of ‘C” over ‘102’ collar badges were received at the Canadian Ordnance Depot after April 1918
however 750 pair are still listed as being in inventory as of January 20th 1919. A uniform of Sergeant E. M.
Peacock in the Glenbow Museum, Calgary has the ‘C’ over ‘102’ badges worn on the shoulder straps. In
August 1918 C’ over numerals collar badges were ordered to be adopted to replace the battalion patterns if
worn by infantry battalions serving with the Canadian Corps in France.

602-12-124  Collar Brass. Medium ‘C’ over 102°. Maker marked Tiptaft B’ham
Pipes & Drums

On April 30th 1917 on the dissolution of the 67th Pioneer Battalion serving in the 4th Canadian Division
the Pipes and Drums comprised of 17 pipers and eight drummers were absorbed by the 102nd Battalion. A
rather crude large cast Glengarry badge was produced. A number of battalion badges are encountered in
silver plate it is currently undetermined if these are officers badges or were an interim pattern for the Pipes
and Drums. The 67th Battalion also had a large brass band which became the band of the 4th Division.

602-11-126  Glengarry Cap Cast white metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

Reinforcements for the 102nd Overseas Battalion 1916 - January 1917
(11th Canadian Mounted Rifles)

Reinforcements for the 102nd Overseas Battalion January 1917 - August 1917
(16th Reserve Battalion)

From January 1917 until August 1917 reinforcements for the 54th and 102nd Battalions, and the 2nd
Canadian Mounted Rifles were provided by the 16th Reserve Battalion one of two reinforcing battalions for
the Province of British Columbia Battalions serving with the Canadian Corps on the Western Front. Due to
the small population base of B.C. it was found to be impossible to maintain an adequate flow of
reinforcements and in August 1917 both the 54th and 102nd Battalions were designated as ‘Ontario’
battalions and henceforth supplied by the 8th Reserve Battalion.



Reinforcements for the 102nd Overseas Battalion August 1917 - 1918

The 8th Reserve Battalion established at Witley Camp 2nd January 1917 by the amalgamation of the 110th
Bn., 147th Bn., 157th. Bn. and 159th Infantry Battalions under command of Lieutenant-Colonel G. F.
McFarland to supply reinforcements to the S0th Infantry Battalion and the 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles
serving with the Canadian Corps on the Western Front. Also to the 119th Bn. assigned to the 15th Brigade,
5th Canadian Division then in formation in England. In August 1917. The 8th Reserve Battalion also
started supplying reinforcements to the S54th and 102nd (former B.C. Battalions). Due to the small
population base in BC at that time the province could no longer provide enough reinforcements to maintain
these B.C. battalions in the field. During the period of its operations the 8th Reserve Battalion absorbed the
remainder of the 126th Bn. (Broken up October 13th 1916 with drafts to the 126th and 109th battalions),
the 135th Bn. (Broken up October 15th 1916 with drafts to the 116th, 125th and 134th Battalions). The
164th Bn. (April 16th 1918) and the 227th Battalion (April 22nd 1917). In February 1918 the 8th Reserve
Battalion absorbed the 2nd Reserve Battalion and 119th and 125th Infantry Battalions, these both having
been held in England assigned to the 5th Division which was broken up for reinforcements.

In April 1918 the 8th Reserve Battalion became the sole reinforcing Battalion for the 2nd Central Ontario
Battalion, authorized under General Order 77 of April 15th 1918, henceforth supplying reinforcements to
the 54th, 58th, 102nd and 116th Infantry Battalions serving with the Canadian Corps on the Western
Front. The 8th Central Ontario Regiment was disbanded under General Order 213 of November 15th 1920.

Counterfeit cap badges

A genuine other ranks cap badge illustrated above was used to make moulds for the counterfeit badges
pictured below these offered for sale on the United Kingdom eBay site. Note the blurred detail, ‘off metals’
and extra metal around the design this not found on the original die struck example.

602-11-120 Cap Cast Brass.

602-11-122  Cap Pressure cast silver.
Post WWI North British Columbia Regiment badges

Canadian made no ‘Overseas’ pattern badges attributed to O.B. Allan. These were likely produced on the
return of the 102nd Battalion to Canada and worn by the other ranks of the North British Columbia
Regiment (Formed from the 68th Regiment (Earl Grey’s Own Rifles) which perpetuated both the 102nd
and 30th CEF Battalions. The number ‘102° has wide numerals with three bands on the headdress. This
badges is extremely scarce and collectors should beware of CEF badges with the letters C.E.F. ground off
the front of the badges. Genuine badges being struck from new dies without the letters ‘CEF".



602-11-130 Cap Brown finish. Pin fastener. Not maker marked



