
 

 

 
 

PART 9 
 
 

THE CANADIAN FORESTRY CORPS 
 
 

NUMBERED FORESTRY BATTALIONS  
(Battalion numbers used) 

 
224th Battalion  
230th Battalion  
238th Battalion  
242nd Battalion  
122nd Battalion  

 
 

REINFORCING DEPOTS IN CANADA  
 
 

CANADIAN FORESTRY CORPS  
 
 

CANADIAN FORESTRY CORPS IN FRANCE 
 
 

FOREIGN LABOUR UNITS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CANADIAN FORESTRY CORPS 
 



 

 

The Canadian Forestry Corps was not part of the Canadian Corps structure but an independent organization 
operating under British Control. The Canadian Forestry Corps was authorized in England under Order 
No.477. W.E., Part XVI dated February 22nd 1917. A headquarters previously having been formed at 
Brighton on November 21st 1916 this providing a supervisory organization for the various Canadian 
Forestry units already working in Great Britain and France. Originally the Imperial Authorities had agreed 
to finance the cost of the Canadian Forestry Corps but in 1917 when negations regarding the arrangements 
for payment were begun Canada picked up the total costs of outfitting the units in Canada with all 
subsequent costs after their arrival in England being paid by the Imperial Authorities. Most services such as 
Pay, Medical, Dental , etc., were provided by Canadians seconded to the CFC. Headquarters at Brighton 
were closed January 1st 1917 and on January 6th 1917 the Canadian Forestry Corps Headquarters and 
Corps Depot (Reserve Unit) were relocated to Sunnigdale Berkshire within the great park at Windsor under 
command of Major-General Alexander McDougall (Director-General of Timber Operations.) (Maj.-Gen 
McDougall from Renfrew, Ontario had initially proceeded to England as a Lieutenant-Colonel in command 
of the 224th Forestry Battalion)  
 
The picture below shows Maj.-Gen. McDougall at Sunningdale. in 1918 wearing a Glengarry badge. Their 
Majesties King George V and Queen Mary awarding prizes on a sports day.  
 

 
 

Canadian Forestry Corps Pipes & Drums 
 
The 224th Battalion had a fine Pipe band with ten pipers and eight drummers that accompanied the 
battalion to England. After arrival the pipes and drums merged with the pipes and drums of the 242nd 
Battalion becoming the pipe band of the Canadian Forestry Corps wearing the kilt of McDougall tartan 
with a silver plaid broach, sporran with silver cantle white goat skin with two black tails McDougall tartan 
hose with red garter flashes khaki spats and dark blue Glengarry with black Cock’s feather. The entire band 
with dirks.  



 

 

 
90-11-102   Glengarry        Unmarked cast silver or white metal 
 

CEF Battalions Raised for the Canadian Forestry Corps 
 

224th Overseas (Forestry) Battalion (1916 - June 1st 1918) 
 
A request from the Imperial Government in England for skilled lumbermen to process forests in the British 
Isles thus freeing shipping from transporting finished lumber saw the 224th Canadian Forestry Battalion 
being raised in Canada. The battalion was recruited from across Canada with mobilization headquarters at 
Ottawa February 26th 1916 being authorized under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916. The battalion 
embarked for England in drafts with around 400 all ranks. The full battalion of 47 Officers and 1526 OR’s 
by May 19th 1916 under command of Lieutenant-Colonel A. McDougall (3rd Field Company C.E.). The 
224th Battalion had just arrived in England and commenced work when an urgent request was made by the 
British Government for more Canadian lumbermen. A telegram received at Ottawa May 16th 1916 
requested a further 2000 lumbermen as soon as possible. The 238th and 242nd Forestry Battalions were 
raised and equipped with mills and shipped to England in drafts. In November 1916 the 230th Battalion 
was also converted to a Forestry Battalion but the demands for lumbermen continued unabated. In 
December 1916 officers in England went to the CEF Reserve Bases to find experienced lumbermen who 
were transferred to the CFC. Consideration was also given to converting the 119th and 156th Battalions in 
England from Infantry to Forestry Battalions. In November 1916 the timber operations were gathered under 
the Director of Canadian Timber Operations as the Canadian Forestry Corps at which time the former CEF 
Infantry Battalion structure was replaced with Forestry Companies. Each of these with six Officers, 14 
Sergeants and 171 OR’s with attached laborers of approximately 150 to 200 unskilled laborers provided 
from various British Colonies as well as the Chinese Labor Corps, South African Labor Corps, Russian 
Labor Corps and Prisoner of War Companies. By the end of December 1916 there were 103 Officers and 
2303 OR’s working in England and a further 30 Officers and 602 OR’s in France. By the time of the 
Armistice there were 60 Companies working in France and 41 in Great Britain. Depending on the area from 
which they were drawn Forestry companies specialized in cutting different types of soft and hard wood 
forests. Some Companies in France cutting Spruce exclusively for aeroplane production. In addition to 
lumber production other companies worked in quarries cutting stone and in the construction of  air fields. 
 
Being fully depleted of all ranks the 224th Canadian Forestry Battalion (which specialized in cutting Beech 
forests), was disbanded under General Order 82 of June 1st 1918. The regimental numbers block for the 
224th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 297001 - 300000. 
 
The 224th Battalion had a pipe band with 10 Pipers and eight drummers after arrival in England this 
absorbed other bandsmen becoming the pipes and drums of the Canadian Forestry Corps. 
 

Badges by G.F. Hemsley.  
 



 

 

Small lettering, thick figures in the numeral ‘224’ 
 

Other ranks 

 
724-11-102   Cap                 Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
724-12-102   Collar            Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
Shoulder strap numerals for the 224th Battalion are not currently reported. 
 

Bandsmen(?) 
 
724-11-104   Cap                Dull gilt finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
724-12-104   Collar            Dull gilt finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
724-14-104   Title            Dull gilt. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

Pipers 
 
724-11-106   Cap                 Silver plate. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
724-12-106   Collar             Silver plate. (Not reported) 
 

Officers 



 

 

 
724-11-108   Cap                  Brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
724-12-108   Collar             Brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
724-14-108   Title               Brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
724-11-110   Cap               Wm overlay on pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
724-12-110   Collar             Wm overlay on pickled finish. (badge polished ). Not maker marked  
 



 

 

OVERSEAS 
 

Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son Ltd.  
 
Thin figures in the numeral ‘224’ large lettering, Collars with motto ribbons framed. 

 
724-11-112   Cap                 Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
724-12-112   Collar              Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

Officers 

 
724-11-114   Cap                  Brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
724-12-114   Collar              Brown OSD. Pin fastener. Maker marked GWG N MN 

 
724-12-116   Collar             Oxidized. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 



 

 

Two different sets of modified badges were produced for the 224th Battalion these having the numerals ‘1’ 
or ‘2’ overlaid on the battalion badges. These badges were worn by the No.1 Forestry Party and No.2 
Forestry Party formed from the 224th who started work in France in June 1916. These becoming No.1 and 
No.2 Forestry Companies in the fall of 1916 after the formation of the Canadian Forestry Corps. 
 

No.1 & No.2 Forestry Party 224th Canadian Forestry Battalion  
 
Two different sets of modified badges exist for the 224th Battalion these having the numerals ‘1’ or ‘2’ 
overlaid on the basic pickled Hemsley badges. These badges were worn by the No.1 Forestry Party and 
No.2 Forestry Party formed from the 224th who started work in France in June 1916. These became No.1 
and No.2 Forestry Companies in the fall of 1916 after the formation of the Canadian Forestry Corps. 
 

Badges by Hemsley 
 

Other ranks 

 
90-11-104   Cap                  Pickled finish overlaid with Caron numeral ‘1’ 
 
90-12-104   Collar      Pickled finish overlaid with Caron numeral ‘1’ 
 

Other ranks 

 
90-11-106   Cap        Pickled finish overlaid with brass numeral ‘2’ 
 
90-12-106   Collar      Pickled finish overlaid numeral ‘2’ 
 

Officers 



 

 

 
90-11-108   Cap           Pickled finish overlaid with silver numeral ‘2’ 
 
90-12-108   Collar      Pickled finish overlaid numeral ‘2’ (Not currently confirmed) 
 
90-11-110   Cap          Brown OSD overlaid with silver numeral ‘2’ 

 
90-12-110   Cap        Pickled finish overlaid with silver numeral ‘2’ 
 
The 1609 man drafts from the 224th Battalion had only just arrived in England and commenced work when 
an urgent request was made by the British Government for more Canadian lumbermen. A telegram 
received at Ottawa May 16th 1916 requested a further 2000 lumbermen as soon as possible. The 238th and 
242nd Battalions were raised and equipped with mills and shipped to England in Drafts. In November 1916 
the 230th Battalion was converted to a Forestry Battalion but the demands for lumbermen continued 
unabated. In December 1916 in England officers went to the CEF Reserve Bases to find experienced 
lumbermen who were transferred to the CFC. Consideration was also given to converting the 119th and 
156th Battalions in England from Infantry to Forestry Battalions. In November 1916 the timber operations 
were gathered under the Director of Canadian Timber Operations around at which time the former CEF 
Infantry Battalion structure was replaced with Forestry Companies. These each with six Officers, 14 
Sergeants and 171 OR’s those in England working with attached laborers usually totaling around 150 
personnel. By the end of December 1916 there were 103 Officers and 2303 OR’s working in England and a 
further 30 Officers and 602 OR’s in France. By the time of the Armistice there were 60 Companies 
working in France and 41 in Great Britain. Depending on the area from which they were drawn in Canada 
the forestry companies specialized in cutting different types of forests including both soft and hard woods. 
Some companies in France cutting Spruce exclusively for aeroplane production. In addition to lumber 
production other companies worked cutting stone in quarries and constructing air fields. 
 

230th (Voltigeurs Canadien Francais) (Forestry) Battalion 1916 - 1917 
 
The 230th (Voltigeurs Canadiens Francais) Battalion was authorized to be raised by the 70th Hull 
Regiment as an infantry battalion under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916. The 230th Battalion was 
raised in the area surrounding Ottawa in both Eastern Ontario and Western Quebec from mainly French 
speaking forestry workers with mobilization headquarters at Hull. On November 6th 1916 the battalion was 
converted from infantry to a forestry battalion after an urgent request from the Imperial Government in 
England for more skilled lumbermen. The 230th Forestry Battalion embarked for England January 23rd 
1917 under command of Lieutenant-Colonel R.de Salaberry (G.G.F.G.), with a strength of 18 officers and 
687 other ranks where it was absorbed into the Canadian Forestry Corps. The 230th Battalion was 



 

 

disbanded July 27th 1918 under General Order 102 of August 15th 1918.  
 
The regimental numbers block for the 230th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 1,012001 - 1,015000. 
 
First pattern badges by Birks. Other ranks badges were originally produced with a gilt lacquer finish. 
 

Other ranks 
 
730-11-102   Cap                   Gilt lacquer finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’ 
 
730-12-102   Collar               Gilt lacquer finish. N/S lug fasteners. Marked ‘1916’ 
 
730-14-102   Title                 Gilt lacquer finish ‘230/CANADA‘. Lug fasteners. Marked ‘Birks’ 

 
730-11-104   Cap                   Gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’ 
 
730-12-104   Collar              Gilding metal. N/S lug fasteners. Marked ‘1916’ 
 
730-14-104   Title                ‘230/CANADA‘. Lug fasteners. Marked ‘Birks’ 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
730-14-106   Numeral              Brown finish 230. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’  
 
730-14-108   Numeral              Gilding metal. By Caron Bros. (Not reported) 
 

NCOs 

 
730-12-110   Collar              Red Brown. Pin fastener. Marked ‘1916’ 
 

Officers service 



 

 

 
730-11-112   Cap                  Red brown. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’ 

 
730-12-112   Collar              Red Brown. Lug fasteners. Marked ‘1916’ 
 
730-11-114   Cap                 Brown with silvered numerals. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Birks 
1916’ 
 
730-12-114   Collar              Brown with silvered numerals. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Birks 
1916’ 
 
730-11-116   Cap                  Pickled with silvered numerals & Fleur-De-Lys. Marked ‘Birks 1916’ 

 
730-12-116   Collar              Pickled with silvered numerals & Fleur-De-Lys. Marked ‘Birks 1916’ 
 
730-11-118   Cap                   Sterling silver (Reported not confirmed) 
 
730-12-118   Collar              Sterling silver pin back, (sweetheart Pin?) 
 

Second pattern badges by G.F. Hemsley 
 

Other ranks 



 

 

 
730-11-120   Cap                   Pickled finish. Lug or pin fastener. Not maker marked  

 
730-12-120   Collar               Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

Officers 

 
730-11-122   Cap                    Silver overlay on pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
730-12-122   Collar                Silver overlay on pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

Recruiting Poster 



 

 

 
 

Recruiting Postcard 
 

 
 

238th Overseas (Forestry) Battalion 1916 - 1918 
 
The 1609 man 224th Battalion had only just arrived in England and commenced work when an urgent 
request was made by the British Government for more Canadian lumbermen. A telegram received at 
Ottawa May 16th 1916 requested a further 2000 lumbermen as soon as possible. The 238th and 242nd 
Forestry Battalions were raised and equipped with mills and shipped to England in Drafts. In November 
1916 the 230th Battalion was also converted to a Forestry Battalion but the demands for lumbermen 
continued unabated. In December 1916 officers in England went to the CEF Reserve Bases to find 
experienced lumbermen who were transferred to the CFC. Consideration was also given to converting the 
119th and 156th Battalions in England from Infantry to Forestry Battalions. In November 1916 the timber 
operations were gathered under the Director of Canadian Timber Operations as the Canadian Forestry 
Corps at which time the former CEF Infantry Battalion structure was replaced with Forestry Companies. 
Each of these with six Officers, 14 Sergeants and 171 OR’s with attached laborers of approximately 150 to 
200 unskilled laborers provided from various British Colonies as well as the Chinese Labor Corps, Russian 
Labor Corps and Prisoner of War Companies. By the end of December 1916 there were 103 Officers and 
2303 OR’s working in England and a further 30 Officers and 602 OR’s in France. By the time of the 
Armistice there were 60 Companies working in France and 41 in Great Britain. Depending on the area from 
which they were drawn Forestry companies specialized in cutting different types of soft and hard wood 



 

 

forests. Some Companies in France cutting Spruce exclusively for aeroplane production. In addition to 
lumber production other companies worked cutting stone in quarries and constructing air fields. 
 
The 238th Canadian Forestry Battalion was recruited from volunteers from Ontario and Quebec with 
mobilization headquarters at Camp Valcartier being authorized under General Order 69 of July 1916. The 
ranks of the battalion were quickly filled and the unit sailed for England in September 1916 in a series of 
Drafts of 200 each complete with its own mill and transport under overall command of Lieutenant -Colonel 
W.R. Smyth (Honoury rank), the total compliment of the 238th Battalion being 44 officers and 1081 other 
ranks. After its arrival in England and the compulsory 14 weeks of infantry training given to all soldiers of 
the CEF, the 238th battalion was assigned to the Canadian Forestry Corps. A number of the Companies 
formed from the 238th Battalion almost immediately being transferred to France. The 238th Forestry 
Battalion specialized in cutting pine whereas the 224th Forestry Battalion concentrated mainly on Beech 
forests.  
 
The regimental numbers block for the 238th Canadian Infantry Battalion was 1,036001 - 1,039000. 
 
Badges by G.F. Hemsley. Two issues were made one without makers mark a second marked ‘Geo. 
Hemsley’ 

Other ranks 

 
738-11-102   Cap               Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Geo. Hemsley’ 
 
738-12-102   Collar           Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Geo. Hemsley’ 
 
Shoulder strap numerals are not currently reported for the 238th Battalion 
 

Officers 
 
738-11-104   Cap               Brown OSD finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Geo Hemsley 

 
738-12-104   Collar            Brown OSD finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Geo Hemsley 
 
738-11-106   Cap               Pickled with silver overlay. Lug fasteners. Marked Geo. Hemsley’ 
 
738-12-106   Collar            Pickled with silver overlay. Lug fasteners. Marked Geo. Hemsley’ 
 

Other ranks 



 

 

 
738-11-108   Cap                 Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
738-12-108   Collar             Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

Officers 

 
738-11-110   Cap               Blackened finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
738-12-110   Collar           Blackened finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
738-11-112   Cap               Pickled wm overlay on maple leaf and beaver. Lugs. Not maker marked  
 
738-12-112   Collar            Pickled wm overlay on maple leaf and beaver. Lugs. Not maker marked  
 

OVERSEAS 
 

Badges by J.W. Tiptaft & Son Ltd.  
 
Tall thin figures in the numeral ‘238’.  
 

Other ranks 
 
738-11-114   Cap                Blackened/pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
738-12-114   Collar             Blackened/pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

Officers 
738-12-116   Cap                 Brown OSD silvered numerals. Not maker marked  



 

 

 
738-12-116   Collar              Silver numerals on brown finish. 
 

Recruiting poster 

 
 

242nd Canadian Forestry Battalion (June 1916 - 1918) 
 
The 242nd Canadian Forestry Battalion war raised in Quebec with mobilization headquarters at Montreal in 
June 1916 under General Order 69 of July 15th 1916. The battalion embarked for England in drafts during 
November 1916 under overall command of Lieutenant-Colonel J.B. White (17th Duke of York’s Royal 
Canadian Hussars), with a total strength of 44 officers and 1006 OR’s. The 242nd Canadian Forestry 
Battalion was disbanded November 29th 1918 under General Order 135 of December 16th 1918. 
 
The regimental numbers block for the 242nd Canadian Infantry Battalion was 1,048001 - 1,051000. 
 
After its arrival in England the 242nd Battalion pipe band that amalgamated with the pipes and drums of 
the 224th battalion forming the Canadian Forestry Corps Pipe band. 
 

Badges by G.F. Hemsley 
 

Other ranks 



 

 

 
742-11-102   Cap                 Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
742-12-102   Collar             Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 

NCOs 

 
742-11-104   Cap               Natural gilding metal. Pin fastener. Not maker marked 

 
742-12-104   Collar             Pickled finish. Pin fastener. Not maker marked 
 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
742-14-106   Numeral         Brown finish 242. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’  
 
742-14-108   Numeral         Gilding metal 242. By Caron Bros not maker marked  
 

Pipers 



 

 

 
742-11-110   Cap               Silver plate. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
742-12-110   Collar            Silver plate. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Officers 
 
742-11-112   Cap               Pickled with silver overlay. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  
 
742-12-112   Collar            Pickled with silver overlay. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked  

 
742-11-114   Cap               Gilt. Pin fastener. Not maker marked  
 
742-12-114   Collar            Gilt. Pin fastener. Not maker marked  
 

122nd (Muskoka) Overseas Battalion 1915-1917 
 
The 122nd Canadian Infantry Battalion was recruited in the Muskoka region of Ontario with mobilization 
headquarters at Huntsville in Northern Ontario under General Order 151 of December 22nd 1915 by the 
23rd Northern Pioneers this regiment previously having provided 152 volunteers to the 1st Battalion on its 
formation at Camp Valcartier in August 1914, the regiment later raised the 162nd Battalion. The 122nd 
Battalion embarked for England June 2nd 1917 under command of Lieutenant-Colonel D.McK. Grant (35th 
Simcoe Foresters), with a strength of 26 officers and 686 other ranks. After its arrival in England due to its 
high preponderance of skilled northern woodsmen the 122nd Battalion was absorbed into the Canadian 
Forestry Corps. Being fully depleted of all ranks the 122nd Battalion was disbanded effective September 
1st 1917 under General Order 82 of June 1st 1918. The regimental numbers block for the 122nd Canadian 



 

 

Infantry Battalion was 763001 - 766000. 
 
In the files pertaining to badges in the C.E.F. files in the Canadian Archives is a request to approve 
drawings for battalion pattern cap and collar badges this being made January 13th 1916 by the C.O. 
Lieutenant-Colonel D.M. Grant to H.Q. 2nd Divisional Headquarters. The drawing of the design supplied, 
this the maple leaf pattern ’122’ Overseas Canada’ pattern, was approved January 17th 1916. Three distinct 
varieties of the maple leaf pattern were produced. Samples matching the approved drawings were submitted 
to 2nd Divisional Headquarters (Military District No.2, located at the Exhibition Grounds, Toronto) May 
3rd 1916. A letter dated November 21st 1916 from the D.A.A. & Q.M.G. M.D. No.2 to the A.A.G. M.D. 
No.1 at London, Ontario, reads in part “,’this unit has put forward an application for a new design for cap 
and collar badges.“ A letter of the same date to Lieutenant-Colonel D.M. Grant reads in part, “These should 
be forwarded to the A.A.G., M.D. No.1, as the Administration of your Unit is now being carried out in that 
district.” 

First un-authorized pattern badges by Stanley and Aylward. 
Other ranks (Flat badges) 

 
622-11-102   Cap            Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Stanley & Aylward’ 

 
622-12-102   Collar        Brown finish. N/S Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Stanley & Aylward’ 
 

Shoulder strap numerals 
 
622-14-104   Numeral        Interim pattern. Copper ‘1’, brass ‘2s’ braised to single lower bar  

 
 
622-14-106   Numeral      Gilding metal. By Caron Bros. Not maker marked  
 
622-14-106   Numeral       Brown finish. Maker marked ‘Birks 1916’ 
 

Officers (Domed badges) 



 

 

 
622-11-108   Cap           Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Maker marked ‘Stanley & Aylward’ 
 
622-12-108   Collar        Matching collar not currently reported 
 

Authorized pattern, badges by Birks 
 
Badges with ‘Broad’ maple leaf with curved ‘CANADA’ 

 
622-11-110   Cap            Blackened/brown finish. Flat Birks lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

 
622-12-110   Collar        Blackened/brown finish. Flat Birks lug fasteners. Not maker marked 

NCOs (?) 

 
622-11-112   Cap            Finish removed. Flat Birks lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 

Officers 



 

 

 
622-11-114   Cap            Gilt. Pin back. Not maker marked 
 

Badges by Tiptaft 
 
Badges with ‘Tall’ maple leaf with straight ‘CANADA’ 
 

Other ranks 

 
622-11-116   Cap            Blackened/brown finish. Maker marked Tiptaft B’ham 
 
622-12-116   Collar         A matching collar is not currently confirmed 
 

Officers 

 
622-11-118   Cap           Red/brown finish on brass. Not maker marked 

 
622-12-118   Collar       Brass. Flat back. Not maker marked 



 

 

 
Sweetheart Badges (Attributed to D.A Reesor) 

 
Badges with ‘Duty First’ motto ribbon. Similar cap badges are known for the 21st, 157th and 177th 
Battalions. These badges have a centre piece welded over an 91st Elgin Battalion cap badge. As some of 
these have lower numbers that predate the formation of the 91st Battalion these can not be battalion issued 
badges.  
 
677-11-120   Cap               Brown finish. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked 
 
After the initial numbered Battalions had been sent to Europe reinforcing companies were raised in each 
military district with drafts proceeding to England as they were raised and outfitted.  
 

REINFORCING DEPOTS IN CANADA 
 
On its formation in England in November 1916 Headquarters Canadian Forestry Corps absorbed the 
numbered Forestry Corps Battalions already in England and later those in the process of formation in 
Canada. To maintain the flow of Canadian Forestry Companies to the European theatre Forestry 
Companies or Depots were established most, but not all, military districts in Canada, many of these adopted 
unauthorized ‘regimental’ pattern badges. Forestry Companies were established in Military District 2, 
MD.3, MD.4, MD.11 and in New Brunswick, (this apparently raised in MD.6 and not MD.7), under 
General Order 11 of February 1st 1917. The following units being authorized under  General Order 110 of 
September 1917), Forestry Depot MD.3, Forestry Company MD.5, Forestry Depot MD.6, Forestry 
Company and Drafts MD.10, Forestry Depot MD.11, Forestry Depot MD.12 and Forestry Company and 
Drafts MD.13. All of these being disbanded under General Order 212 of November 15th 1920 with the 
exception of Forestry Depot MD.12 which was disbanded under General Order 96 of July 1918. 
 

Canadian Forestry Corps badges MD.2 
 
Forestry Depot MD.2 was authorized Under General Order 74 of July 17th 1917. Effective June 5th 1918 
this was redesignated as the Railway Construction Depot MD.2 under General Orders 109 and 110 of 
September 1917 being disbanded under General Order 212 of November 1920. The only attributed Forestry 
Corps insignia for MD.2 is a collar badge with motto ‘York and Simcoe Foresters’ and crossed axes.. 
 

Collar with ‘York & Simcoe Foresters’ motto ribbon. 

 
90-12-112   Collar        Pickled gilding metal by Hemsley 
 

Canadian Forestry Corps badges MD.5 
 
Forestry Company MD.5 was authorized Under General Order 74 of July 17th 1917 and disbanded under 
General Order 212 of November 1920. Forestry Company MD.5 raised the Quebec Forestry Draft. 

 
90-11-114   Cap        Pickled. Thick round brass lugs also noted with a pin fastener. Not  maker 



 

 

marked  
 

Officers 
 
90-11-115   Cap        Gilt with silver overlay. (See Denby sale #56 lot 395, June 30th 1990) 
 

Canadian Forestry Corps badges MD.6 
 
Forestry Depot MD.6 was authorized Under General Order 74 of July 17th 1917 raised the New Brunswick 
Forestry Company in MD.6 and not MD.7, plus a second reinforcing draft. The Forestry Depot MD.6 was 
disbanded under General Order 212 of November 1920.  
 

Other ranks 

 
90-11-116   Cap        Pickled Finish. Not maker marked. ‘NS’ overlay over numeral ‘238’ 

 
90-12-116   Collar         Pickled finish. ‘NS’ overlay over numeral ‘238’  
 

Officers 
 
90-11-118   Cap         Pickled with silver ‘NS’ overlay over numeral ‘238’ 
 
90-12-118   Collar      Pickled with silver ‘NS’ overlay over numeral ‘238’  
 
90-11-120   Cap         Brown OSD with gilt overlay. 

 
90-12-120   Collar       Brown OSD with gilt overlay. 
 
90-11-122   Cap          Gilt with silver overlay. Reported not maker marked 
 
90-12-122   Collar      Gilt with silver overlay. Reported not maker marked 
 

Canadian Forestry Corps badges MD.7 
 



 

 

Regimental block numbers for the New Brunswick Forestry Depot No. 1 and No.2 are listed but are 
mentioned in the General Orders these probably being incorporated under Headquarters MD.7.  
 

Badges by Hemsley 
 

Other ranks 

 
90-11-124   Cap        Pickled Finish. Not maker marked. 
 
90-12-124   Collar         Pickled finish  
 

Officers 
 
90-11-126   Cap         Gilt with silver overlay 
 
90-12-126   Collar      Gilt with silver overlay 
 

Badges by Tiptaft 
 
90-11-128   Cap       Pickled with silver ‘NB’ on Tiptaft generic Forestry Corps  
 
90-12-128   Collar   Pickled with silver ‘NB’ on Tiptaft generic Forestry Corps  
 

Canadian Forestry Corps badges MD.10 
 

Winnipeg Forestry Company (MD.10 Forestry Depot) 
 
The Winnipeg Forestry Company was raised in Military District No.10 in February 1917 under command 
of Major D.E.Sprague. Previously with the 190th Battalion. The badge being one of the very few 
authorized by Militia Headquarters. The ‘fabric’ of the these badges is quite crude the silver wash with a 
tendency to wear off in use 
 
The regimentals number block for the Winnipeg Forestry Draft was 2,183301 - 2,188300 
 

Other ranks 

  



 

 

90-11-130   Cap        Pickled finish with silver wash 

 
90-12-130   Collar         Pickled finish with silver wash. 
 

Officers 

 
90-11-132   Cap        Brown with gilt wash  
 
90-12-132   Collar    Brown with gilt wash. Not currently confirmed 
 

Canadian Forestry Corps badges MD.11 
 

Badges by O.B. Allan (35mm, maple leaf not voided) 
‘Overseas’ pattern 

 
90-11-134   Cap     Brown finish. Small size width 35mm. Lug fasteners. Maker marked O.B. Allan 



 

 

 
90-11-136   Cap     Brown finish. Small size width 35mm. Tang fasteners. Maker marked O.B. Allan 

 
90-11-138   Cap     Silver. Small size width 35mm. Pin fastener. Marked O.B. Allan and Sterling 
 

THE CANADIAN FORESTRY CORPS 1917 
 
By the end of 1916 there were 11 Canadian Forestry Companies working in Great Britain with a total of 
103 Officers and 2,303 OR’s and in France three with a total of 30 Officers and 602 OR’s. With the 
increasing supply of Canadian Forestry Companies arriving in England effective the 6th January 1917 the 
Canadian Forestry Corps was formed. The Headquarters moved from Brighton to London and the Base 
Depot was formed at Sunningdale on the estate of Windsor Castle on land donated by King George V, 
where it was to remain for the rest of the Great War. This as the number of Forestry workers from Canada 
continued to flow across the Atlantic. By the time of the Armistice the Corps numbered 33,000 (this figure 
included attached laborers.) with 60 Companies in France and 41 in England. 
 

Generic Canadian Forestry Battalion (Corps) badges  
 

Badges by Hemsley 

 
90-11-140   Cap     Pickled finish. Not maker marked 



 

 

 
90-12-140   Collar     Pickled gilding metal. Not maker marked  
 

Officers 
 
90-11-142   Cap        Pickled with wm overlay on design  
 
90-12-142   Collar     Pickled with wm overlay on design  
 

Voided badges attributed to Inglis 

 
90-11-144   Cap     Pickled finish. Fully struck up reverse. Not maker marked 

 
90-12-144   Collar    Pickled finish. Flat back. Not maker marked 
 

Voided badges by Tiptaft 

 
90-11-146   Cap     Brown/pickled finish. Die struck. Maker marked Tiptaft 



 

 

 
90-12-146   Collar    Brown/pickled finish. Die struck. Maker marked Tiptaft 

 
90-12-148   Collar    Brown/pickled finish. Die cast. Maker marked Tiptaft 
 

Badges by J.R.Gaunt 

 
90-11-150   Cap            Brown OSD. Fold over tangs. By Gaunt 

 
90-12-150   Collar         Brown OSD finish. Die cast. J.R. Gaunt London makers tabs 
 

THE CANADIAN FORESTRY CORPS IN FRANCE 
 
England, Scotland and Wales were divided into six Districts each with its own Headquarters. No.51 District 
HQ was established at Edinburgh in May 1916 moving to Nairn in July 1917 and to Inverness in November 
1917. Canadian Forestry Companies in District 51. No. 106, 107, 117, 120, 122, 129 and 138. No.52 
District HQ was established at Carlisle November 6th 1916. Canadian Forestry Companies in District 52. 
111, 112, 113, 115, 127, 131, 132, 133, and 139. No.53 District HQ was established at London November 
6th 1916 and moved to Egham in Surrey November 5th 1917. Canadian Forestry Companies in District 53. 
101, 102, 116, 119, 125, 126, 135, 136, and 140. No.54 District HQ was established at Southampton 
August 22nd 1917. Canadian Forestry Companies in District 54. 103, 104, 105, 114, 117, 118, 125, 134, 
and 137.No.55 District HQ was established at Sterling in Scotland November 19th 1917. Canadian Forestry 
Companies in District 55. 105, 108, 109, 110, 121, 128, and 130. 56th District HQ was established at East 
Sheen, Surrey August 16th 1918. No.56 was exclusively employed on Air Field construction having been 



 

 

split off No.54 District. In 20 months of operations for the Air Board 110 Air Field were built or improved. 
The Canadian Forestry Corps operated two major machine shops one at Grantham a second at Reading 
where in addition to building mill equipment to supplement that shipped from Canada made ploughs, 
scrapers as well as turning and cutting machines.  
 
In France the Canadian Forestry Corps served in four widely separated areas named for the regions in 
which they worked by the time of the armistice two of these ‘Groups’ were each split into two districts, 
Central Group comprised of District No.1 and No.2 while the Bordeaux Group comprised Districts No.4 
and No.12. The Marne Group comprised a single District, No.10. In the summer of 1917 forestry 
operations started in the Bordeaux area of France and a District Headquarters (No.12) was set up at 
Bordeaux. A second district Headquarters (No.4) was set up on December 29th 1917. As the number of 
Forestry Companies increased the 12th District Headquarters was relocated from Bordeaux to Facture, in 
the Gironde where a depot was established combining headquarters of No.4 and No.12 Districts into the 
Bordeaux Group for administration purposes.  
 
It would appear from photographs of the CFC in England that caps were only worn by base details the 
actual workers are invariably shown wearing soft felt hats. 
 

No.12 District Headquarters  
 

Badges by Tiptaft 

 
90-11-152   Cap        Darkened/Pickled gilding metal not maker marked  

 
90-12-152   Collar    Darkened/Pickled gilding metal by Tiptaft but not maker marked  
 

Officers 
 
90-11-153   Cap        Brown OSD by Tiptaft but not maker marked  

 
90-12-153   Collar    Brown OSD by Tiptaft but not maker marked  
 



 

 

50th Forestry Company 
 
The 50th Forestry Company served in the Jura Mountains in Northern France commencing work on the 
15th July 1917 at La Joux serving there until January 18th 1919 cutting some 4,600,000 board feet of 
lumber. 

 
90-11-154   Cap        Brown/pickled finish. Not maker marked 
 
90-12-154   Collar    Brown/pickled finish. Not maker marked 
 

56th Forestry Company 

 
90-11-155   Cap        Theatre made white metal overlays on brown finished leaf. 
 

70th Forestry Company 
 
The 70th Forestry Company known first as the Manufacturers Independent Forestry Company arrived at La 
Joux in August 1917 and started work at Villers on the 16th August 1917. 
 

 
90-11-156   Cap        Pickled/brown finish. Not maker marked  
 

CANADIAN FORESTRY CORPS OVERSEAS 
ATTACHED LABORERS CANADIAN FORESTRY CORPS  

 
Each Canadian Forestry Company consisted of six officers 14 Sergeants and 171 other ranks with 12 
attached personnel from other branches of the Services and in addition 150 unskilled or semi-skilled 



 

 

attached laborers. By September of 1917 in Great Britain the Canadian Forestry Corps was able to get first 
call on up to 2000 Portuguese and 2000 Finns as well as many Prisoners of War as would volunteer. (The 
use of POWs for work was allowed under the Geneva Convention.) For many POWs the chance to work in 
the Forests was far more attractive than being locked up in a Camp. In addition due to the hard manual 
work all members of the CFC received superior rations to those generally available. In addition surplus 
sailors were also employed. The Finns and POWs worked out well but most of the Portuguese were 
transferred to other duties. 
 
The British Government employed many foreign laborers under contract for service in France during WWI. 
These were drawn from both the Colonies and from Foreign powers. Over the course of the war 195 
Companies of Chinese Laborers were hired in China transported across the Pacific to Vancouver sent 
across Canada by rail then on across the Atlantic to France. Some of these Chinese Labor Companies 
worked with Canadian Forestry Corps Companies in France. A special unit was created in Canada, the 
Canadian Railway Guards, to accompany the Chinese Laborers from Vancouver to their port of 
embarkation in Canada.  
 
The History of the Corps of Royal Canadian Engineers, Volume 1. Printed on authority of the Military 
Engineers Association of Canada, Ottawa 1962. Lists some details of foreign laborers.  
Page 121 “It was also made responsible for the construction of special Kaffir compounds for coloured labor 
troops.” 
Page 272 (March 25th 1917) “The 7th Battalion (Railway Troops) started near Bonneville with 11 labor 
companies (Chinese) and the 9th Battalion ,C.R.T., (less two companies) at Thievers with 3200 laborers.” 
Page 279 “On one hand there was the Burmese Labor Company working for the 2nd Battalion (C.R.T.) that 
downed tools on November 1st (1918) and insisted on being sent home, because it’s year contract had 
expired.” 
 

No.32 Forestry Company (South African Labour Contingent) 
 
No.32 Canadian Forestry Company worked under Central Group and was located at Dreux from June 1917 
to October 1918 and then at La Trappe from October 1918 until January 1919. The previously unlisted 
badge below is die struck and apparently produced for officers in charge of the South African Labor 
Company. No other Labor Company badges have been reported but others may have been produced. 

 
90-11-158   Cap        Gilding metal. Lug fasteners attributed to Tiptaft 
 

Chinese Labour Corps 
 
“The Chinese Labour Corps of the B.E.F. was officially named February 21st 1917 by which time training 
depots had been established in northern China. By the time of the Armistice there were 195 Companies 
each of around 500 men each, it is estimated that in total 100,000 personnel served. The C.L.C. was not 
supposed to be deployed within 16 kilometers of the front line, but in reality the Chinese were frequently 
subjected to enemy action. Hundreds died when transports were torpedoed, and hundreds more in 
bombings, strafing and long range shelling. “ 
(The above abbreviated information is taken from an exceptionally detailed researched article ‘Awards to 
the Chinese Labour Corps’ by Ronald J. Jack published in the Military Collectors Journal, Winter 1987). 
This followed up in the spring 1988 journal with ‘C.L.C. Headdress and Cap Badges with notes for 



 

 

collectors.”.  
 
The war diaries of the Canadian Reserve artillery at Shorncliffe for the summer of 1917 show that the 
reinforcements proceeded to France not as complete batteries either assigned to specific unit or as 
unassigned. A draft proceeding overseas on the 18th July 1917 lists 18 Officers as reinforcements to the 
C.F.A., 2nd Heavy Battery and Chinese Labor Battalion.   
 
90-11-160   Hat        Workers badge pressed thin sheet gilding metal with ‘fold over’ tangs 

 
90-11-160   Hat        Foreman’s (?) badge gilt pressed thin sheet gilding metal with ‘fold over’ tangs  
 


