WWII Royal Canadian Artillery shoulder strap titles
By Chris Brooker

During WWII a total of 89,050 all ranks served in the Royal Canadian Artillery. 52,170 gunners served in
Europe or outside of Canada with 36,880 serving within Canada. Only a small number of different varieties
of cap badges were worn but a large number of different regimental shoulder strap titles identifying the
various regiments and occasionally individual batteries were produced. The period when some patterns of
titles were issued is known but it currently impossible to list all shoulder strap titles in the chronological
order in which they were issued. The basic research for these listings is based on ‘Battery Flashes of
WWII” by D.W. Falconer. This invaluable book provides details of other artillery units that are not known
to wear regimental or battery shoulder strap titles.

By the beginning of 1943 the bulk of the Royal Canadian Artillery had arrived in Great Britain coming
under command of the First Canadian Army this mobilized on April 1st 1942. However it was not until
February 1945 that for the time the First Canadian Army brought all Canadian units in Europe together
under its command. The 1st AGRA (Army Group Royal Artillery RCA) having served in the Italian theatre
from 1943 until joining First Canadian Army in Northwest Europe in February 1945. It should be noted
that the Royal Canadian Artillery was supplemented with British and Commonwealth artillery units,
particularly in Northwest Europe, and that at various times Canadian units served under British control.
After its arrival in the Mediterranean theatre it appears that no additional regimental titles were sent to
Italy. Although a small number of theatre made titles are known. On the return of the 1st AGRA from Italy
other ranks were all issued with new battledress and the worn uniforms handed in. The only evidence of
what titles were being worn in the Italian theatre being seen in newsreel or photographs. These however
usually avoiding identifying the unit being filmed for security reasons .

Un-issued shoulder strap titles

A number of distinctive patterns of new un-issued RCA shoulder titles were apparently produced in Canada
near the end of WWII. These are believed to have been produced in Canada for issue on demobilization but
apparently never issued. Some of these are for artillery regiments that never existed or had been disbanded
earlier in the war. One issues has a thin white canvas backing and a second with a black cloth backing. A
few examples of a third similar pattern with a brown burlap backing are encountered as some of these are in
used condition. It is probable that these were produced earlier during the war by the same maker as for the
late war productions. These patterns can be found in the general listings The un-issued patterns are listed in
the ‘Un-issued Appendix; at the end of the listings.

The Royal Canadian Artillery Overseas circa 1943

1st Division authorized September 1939
Renamed as the 1st Infantry Division January 7th 1943
Ist Field Regiment RCHA
2nd Field Regiment RCA
3rd Field Regiment RCA
Ist Anti-Tank Regiment
2nd Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment

2nd Canadian Division authorized September 1939
Renamed as the 2nd Infantry Division January 7th 1943
4th Field Regiment RCA
5th Field Regiment RCA
6th Field Regiment RCA
2nd Anti-Tank Regiment
3rd Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment



3rd Canadian Infantry Division authorized May 24th 1940
Renamed as the 3rd Infantry Division January 7th 1943
12th Field Regiment RCA
13th Field Regiment RCA
14th Field Regiment RCA
3rd Anti-Tank Regiment RCA
4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA

4th Canadian Infantry Division authorized May 24th 1940
Renamed as the 4th Armoured Division January 26th 1942
15th Field Regiment RCA
23rd Field Regiment (Self Propelled) RCA
5th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA
8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA

1st Armoured Division formed February 27th 1941
Renamed as the Sth (Armoured) Division June 5th 1941
17th Field Regiment RCA
8th Field Regiment (Self Propelled) RCA
4th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA
5th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA

The Canadian Corps and the Canadian AGRA

The Canadian Active Service Force was activated September 1st 1939 with the Canadian Corps and the 1st
and 2nd Divisions. The 1st Divisional artillery immediately began formation followed some months later
by the 2nd Divisional artillery. Headquarters for the 3rd and 4th Divisions were formed in 1940 but the
request from Great Britain that the fourth division sent to the United Kingdom be an armoured division saw
the formation of the 4th (Infantry) Division put on hold and an armoured division created, this initially
called the 1st (Armoured) Division but shortly after renamed the 5th (Armoured) Division. Later the 4th
Infantry Division was also converted to an armoured division. With the growth of the Canadian forces in
the United Kingdom the necessity for larger headquarters to manage the expanded army saw the
mobilization of the First Canadian Army on April 1st 1942. Within the Royal Canadian Artillery the
Canadian Corps was split into the 1st and 2nd Canadian Corps Artillery and the medium artillery into two
AGRA (Artillery Groups Royal Artillery) renamed Army Groups Royal Artillery May 20th 1943.

1st Canadian Corps mobilized September 7th 1942

Ist Division (Renamed the 1st Infantry Division January 7th 1943) see 1st Division

5th (Armoured) Division see Sth Division
2nd Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment
7th Anti-Tank Regiment
Ist Survey Regiment. (Army Troops)

2nd Canadian Corps mobilized January 1st 1943
2nd Infantry Division see 2nd Division
3rd Infantry Division see 3rd Division
4th Armoured Division see 4th Division
6th Anti-Tank Regiment
6th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment
2nd Survey Regiment. (Army Troops)



1st AGRA formed September 7th 1942
(Formed on the division of the Corps Medium Artillery)
11th Army Field Regiment RCA
Ist Medium Regiment RCA
2nd Medium Regiment RCA
5th Medium Regiment

2nd AGRA formed September 7th 1942
(Formed on the division of the Corps Medium Artillery)
19th Army Field Regiment
3rd Medium Regiment
4th Medium Regiment
7th Medium Regiment

First Canadian Army Troops April 1st 1942

Ist Canadian Anti-Aircraft Brigade (Formed October 1941 disbanded March 1st 1944)
7th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment
11th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment
2nd Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment
Ist Survey Regiment RCA (See 1st and 2nd Canadian Corps)

The Royal Canadian Artillery in Canada circa 1943

Home Defence Divisions

With the bombing of Pearl Harbour December 7th 1941 the threat of a possible invasion by Japanese
Forces necessitated the creation of a Home Defence Force this was formed with two divisions on Canada’s
West coast; and a third division mobilized in Nova Scotia on Canada’s East coast to protect against
possible Nazi attacks.

6th Canadian Division mobilized March 18th 1943 (Pacific Command)
7th Canadian Division mobilized May 12th 1942 (Atlantic Command)
8th Canadian Division mobilized May 12th 1942 (Pacific Command)

Other Home Defence Units

In addition a number of other artillery units served in the Royal Canadian Artillery in WWII. In Canada
Garrison Artillery personnel manned coastal artillery batteries at the fortresses of Canada’s great ports,
these protected by heavy anti-aircraft. In addition the RCA also provided technical units, instructors and
training cadres at artillery training centers, also schools of gunnery at Debert, Petawawa and Shilo. Of these
only the Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiments and Artillery Training Centers are currently known to have worn
distinctive regimental should strap titles ‘RCA’ patterns likely being worn by all other units.

Numerical List of known shoulder strap titles

RCA See both generic titles & Appendix
RCHA See both Ist Division & Appendix
A2 RCA See Other Home Defence units
A3 RCA See Other Home Defence units

1 RCA See both 1st Division & Appendix



1 A/T RCA See both 1st Division & Appendix

1 HAA RCA See First Canadian Army

1 LAA RCA See Canadian Corps

1 MED RCA See both AGRA & Appendix

1 SVY RCA See Both Canadian Corps & Appendix
2 RCA See both 1st Division & Appendix

2 A/T RCA See 2nd Division

2 HAA RCA See First Canadian Army

2 LAA RCA See 1st Division

2 MED RCA See both AGRA & Appendix

2 SVY RCA 1 MED RCA See both AGRA & Appendix
3 RCA See both 1st Division & Appendix

3 A/T RCA See both 3rd Division & Appendix

3 HAA RCA See First Canadian Army

3 LAA RCA See 2nd Division

3 MED RCA See AGRA

4 RCA See both 2nd Division & Appendix

4 AA Searchlight Battery See Other Home Defence units
4 A RCA See Other Home Defence units

4 A/T RCA See 5th Armoured Division

4 LAA RCA See both 3rd Division & Appendix

4 MED RCA See both AGRA & Appendix

5 RCA See both 1st Division & Appendix

5 A/T RCA See both 4th Division & Appendix

5 LAA RCA See both 5th Division & Appendix

5 MED RCA See AGRA

6 RCA See both 2nd Division & Appendix

6 A/T RCA See both Canadian Corps & Appendix

6 LAA RCA See both Canadian Corps & Appendix
6 MED RCA See both AGRA & Appendix

7 RCA See both AGRA & Appendix

7 A/T RCA See both Corps & Appendix

7 LAA RCA See First Canadian Army

7 MED RCA See both AGRA & Appendix

8 RCA See both 5th Armoured Division & Appendix
8 LAA RCA See both 5th Armoured Division & Appendix
9 RCA See Appendix

9 LAA RCA See Home Defence Divisions

10 RCA See Appendix

11 RCA See AGRA

11 LAA RCA See First Canadian Army

12 RCA See 3rd Division

13 RCA See both 3rd Division & Appendix

14 RCA See both 3rd Division & Appendix

15 RCA (See both 4th Division & Appendix)

15 HVY AA- BTY RCA See Home Defence Divisions
16 RCA See Appendix

17 RCA See both 5th Armoured Division & Appendix
18 RCA See Appendix

19 RCA See both AGRA & Appendix

20 RCA See Appendix

21 RCA See Appendix

22 RCA See Appendix

22 AA RCA See other Home Defence units

23 RCA See both 4th Division & Appendix

24 AA RCA See other Home Defence units



24 RCA See other Home Defence units

25 RCA See other Home Defence units

26 RCA See other Home Defence units)

27 AA RCA See other Home Defence units

29 AA RCA See other Home Defence units

30 AA Battery RCA See other Home Defence units
48 LAA RCA See Home Defence Divisions

101st LAA (Battery) See 4th Division

Generic RCA “Slip on” titles

Generic 1 %42” x 3” size ‘slip on’ RCA titles were adopted by the 1st Canadian Division after its arrival in
Great Britain in 1940. This British pattern has a distinctive black border the stitching attaching the khaki
worsted to pale green backing material. It is believed that similar 1 %” x 3” size patterns were adopted in
Canada prior to the 2nd Divisional Artillery sailing for England in September 1940. In Canada by October
of 1941 the larger 2” x 2 % “Slip on’ titles had been produced for the vast majority of the units of the
Canadian Army. These were worn throughout WWII by units serving in the Reserve Army. The Canadian
made patterns were listed in the 1941 October ‘Priced List of Stores Authorized for the Use by THE
CANADIAN ARMY’ slip on’s for both the RCA and RCHA are listed. After the introduction of coloured
regimental pattern shoulder titles, the first of these being authorized in Canada in 1941, the 2nd (Reserve)
Battalions were also allowed to adopt coloured regimental titles if they had an (Active) 1st Battalion
serving in the Canadian Active Service Force (CASF).

UK manufactured 1st Divisional Artillery ‘slip on’ title introduced in 1940

242-19-102 “Slipon’ Small neat black lettering with black outer border woven through khaki worsted

Canadian manufactured 2nd Divisional Artillery ‘slip on’ titles 1940

242-19-104 “Slipon’ Black lettering woven through khaki worsted




242-19-106 “Slip on’ Beige lettering woven through khaki worsted

242-19-108 “Slipon’ Narrow white lettering woven through khaki worsted

1941 Canadian pattern ‘slip on’ titles

242-19-110  “Slipon’ 27 x 2 %” Black lettering woven through khaki worsted
Photo not available at press time

242-19-112  “Slipon’ 27 x 2 %” Black lettering woven light green cotton drill

Generic RCA Shoulder Strap Titles

In addition to the regimental pattern shoulder strap titles many different varieties of generic ‘RCA’ pattern
titles were produced. These likely being worn by gunners not attached to any particular regiment; prior to
regimental patterns being adopted or by specialized units to small to adopt a regimental pattern. Titles were
produced in both the United Kingdom and Canada many different varieties can be identified by the
distinctive weaves and shape of the lettering, and the type and colour of the body and backing material. The
majority of British issues feature Arabic (block) lettering while most Canadian titles were produced with
serifs. However the most common Canadian made patterns are a series of titles produced with block
lettering apparently produced for demobilization in Canada but not apparently issued. One variety with a
white canvas backing and a second with black cloth backing. These appear to have been produced for
almost, but not all regiments of the Royal Canadian Artillery currently no genuine‘field worn’ examples are
noted.

The unusual shoulder title illustrated below is one of small number of similar Corps troops titles. The
superior construction indicates that these are officers patterns and due to their scarcity were possibly
produced for the officers of the 1st Division after their arrival in England.



242-19-114  Shoulder title Letters with white stitching through lettering woven through khaki
Melton.

United Kingdom manufactured generic RCA titles

At some period of the war a series of shoulder titles were produced in Great Britain these believed to have
been produced in or around the garrison town of Aldershot many tailors shops in the Aldershot area
catering to army personnel where the bulk of the Royal Canadian Artillery was stationed. Two distinctive
patterns of weave are noted on these titles. The lettering on the first pattern has a rather loose weave. The
second pattern has thicker neat woven lettering. Like the ‘demobilization’ titles produced in Canada in
1945 T have not encountered any of these in ‘field worn’ condition. As these exist for units formed between
1939 and 1942 these may possibly have been produced in 1942 but superceded with the printed canvas
patterns issued in January 1943 hence not issued.

242-19-116 Title Red lettering woven through black melton with black cloth backing




242-19-118 Title Red lettering woven through Royal blue melton with white cheese cloth backing

The above pattern officers title above is believed to have been a private purchase ‘walking out’ title. This of
similar construction to the official red on black patterns.

Printed Canvas titles

In Great Britain in 1942 as an economy measure printed shoulder titles for both the British and Canadian
Armies were introduced. Two distinct patterns were produced the first pattern was issued to the Canadian
Army in January 1943. This pattern was printed on a ‘coarse’ weave canvas the second pattern was issued
in 1944 and was printed of a ‘fine’ weave canvas. This pattern was not issued to the units of the 1st AGRA
until after their arrival in Northwest Europe in February 1945.

Printed canvas type 1 (1943)
Photo not available at press time

242-19-120 Title Red lettering printed on coarse weave canvas

Printed canvas type 2 (1944)

242-19-122  Title Red lettering printed on fine weave canvas

‘Serif’ patterns
242-19-124  Title Red narrow lettering with serifs woven through black felt without backing cloth.

Two similar patterns of shoulder titles with serifs were worn in WWII some of these are known to have
been worn in Canada others in the United Kingdom. The titles without a backing cloth are thought to have
been produced in the UK while others with backing cloth are known to have been produced and issued in
Canada.



242-19-126 Title Thick lettering woven through black melton without backing cloth

242-19-128 Title Red thick lettering with serifs woven through black felt without backing cloth

242-19-130  Title Narrow red lettering with serifs woven through black melton with black cloth
backing

242-19-132  Title Block lettering woven through black melton with black cloth backing




242-19-134  Title Thick block lettering woven through black melton with white cheese cloth
backing

Canadian made ‘Demobilization’ pattern titles

For 1945 Canadian made demobilization titles please see appendix
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242-19-136  Title Arabic red lettering woven through black melton and white canvas backing
242-19-138  Title Arabic red lettering woven through black melton and black cloth backing

Officers

242-19-140  Shoulder title Pink lettering woven through blue melton and black cloth backing
This shoulder title is widely counterfeited with pink lettering woven through faded blue felt with a loose




weave white cheese cloth backing.

Canadian Corps Headquarters (?)

Without further research it is un-determined if the example below was worn at Headquarters 1st Canadian
Division, Headquarters Canadian Corps or Headquarters 1st Corps.

242-23-130  Formation patch Red lettering on blue tab sewn on red melton formation patch

1st Divisional Artillery September 1939

1st Field Brigade RCA ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ Batteries RCHA transferred from the Permanent Force to the
Canadian Active Service Force (CASF) being joined by the 54th Field Battery (H) Non Permanent Active
Militia (NPAM) to form the 1st Field Brigade RCA effective September 1st 1939. (This not to be confused
with the 1st Army Field Brigade RCA please see below)

‘A’ Battery RCHA (Kingston Ontario)

‘B’ Battery RCHA (Kingston Ontario)

‘C’ Battery RCHA (Winnipeg, Manitoba)

54th Field Battery (Howitzer) RCA (Brantford, Ontario)

2nd Field Brigade RCA

10th (St. Catharines) Field Battery RCA

7th Field Battery RCA (Montreal)

8th Field Battery RCA (Moncton)

35th Field Battery (H) RCA (Sherbrooke) *

*Originally the 73rd Field Battery (H) RCA from Magog, Quebec was mobilized as a component of the 2nd
Field Brigade but immediately transferred to the 5th Field Brigade RCA

3rd Field Brigade RCA

19th Field Battery RCA (Winnipeg)

77th Field Battery RCA (Moose Jaw)

92nd Field Battery RCA (Edmonton)

109th Field Battery (H) RCA (Trail, BC) *

*QOriginally the 111th Field Battery (H) RCA from Nelson B.C. was mobilized as a component of the 3rd
Field Brigade but immediately transferred to the 6th Field Brigade RCA being replaced with the 109th
Field

Battery from Trail, BC.

1st Field Regiment RCA
1st Field Brigade RCA (December 1939 - December 1939)

1st Field Brigade RCA
‘A’ Battery RCHA (Kingston Ontario)



‘B’ Battery RCHA (Kingston Ontario)
‘C’ Battery RCHA (Winnipeg, Manitoba)
54th Field Battery (Howitzer) RCA (Brantford, Ontario)

The 1st Field Brigade sailed for the UK 10th December 1939 disembarking in Scotland December 18th
1939 before entraining for Aldershot area in Hampshire in the south of England. Effective December 21st,
the designation ‘Field Brigade’ was altered to ‘Field Regiment’. Within the field brigades the field batteries
were paired into hyphenated field batteries. A/B Battery and C/54th Battery RCA.

1st Field Regiment RCA
A/B Battery RCA
C/54th Battery RCA

242-1-102 Title ‘Aldershot’ weave lettering woven through black melton and black backing

Effective January Ist 1941 the Field Regiments of the Divisional Artillery were re-organized from two
hyphenated batteries each of twelve guns to three battery regiments, each of eight guns. Each of the
batteries regaining its individual identity. On this reorganization the now three battery st Field Regiment
RCA was redesignated the 1st Field Regiment RCHA.

Apart from the RCHA Permanent Force gunners who were permitted to go overseas with ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’
Batteries the remaining troops of the RCHA and the Royal Garrison Artillery Permanent Force were
required to remain in Canada to form the nucleus for the expanded schools of gunnery.

RCHA ‘Slip on’ titles
242-1-104 “Slipon’  Black lettering woven through khaki worsted

242-1-106  “Slipon’  Black lettering woven through cotton drill

1st Field Regiment RCHA 1941 - 1945

Effective January Ist 1941 the 1st Field Regiment was re-organized as a three battery regiment The 1st
Field Regiment RCA being re-designated as the 1st Field Regiment RCHA’ retaining ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’
Batteries. The 54th Field Battery (H) on becoming surplus was converted to a Light Anti-Aircraft Battery
and assigned to the 2nd Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA, 1st Canadian Division. (Please see 1st Div
LAA for further details).

1st Field Regiment RCHA

‘A’ Battery RCHA (Kingston Ontario)
‘B’ Battery RCHA (Kingston Ontario)
‘C’ Battery RCHA (Winnipeg, Manitoba)




242-1-108  Title Red block lettering woven through thick navy blue melton and black backing cloth

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943

242-1-110  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave printed canvas

The 1st Divisional Artillery, st Canadian (Infantry) Division CASF, the designation having been altered
form the 1st Canadian Division effective January 1st 1943; sailed for the Mediterranean and the invasion of
Sicily on June 28th 1943. The joint allied invasion on the island of Sicily code named ‘Operation Torch’
taking place July 10th 1943. After the fall of Sicily the Canadian Forces came under command of the
British 30th Corps for the invasion of Italy this taking place September 3rd 1943. In the late fall of 1943 the
Canadian component in Italy was expanded by the addition of Headquarters 1st Canadian Corps, Corps
Troops, the 5th Canadian (Armoured) Division and 1st Canadian AGRA (Army Group Royal Artillery).

Theatre made title (Likely Italian manufacture)

242-1-112  Title Lettering with serifs woven through black melton grey cloth backing glued to
reverse

The 1st Canadian Corps served in Italy until February 1945 when the Canadian forces in Italy transferred
to Northwest Europe joining the 1st Canadian Army for the final months of WWII.

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945

242-1-114 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine’ weave printed canvas

UK manufactured (?) shoulder strap titles (Without backing cloth)




242-1-116  Title Red lettering with serifs woven through black melton without backing cloth

242-1-118 Title Thick lettering with serifs woven through black melton without backing cloth

242-1-120 Title Small bright red lettering with serifs woven on black melton without backing
cloth

Known Canadian manufactured shoulder strap titles (With backing cloth)

242-1-122  Title Lettering with serifs woven through navy blue melton & white cheese cloth
backing

This pattern title is known to have been worn in Canada by the 23rd Field Regiment RCA between July and
October 1942 while with the 7th (Home Defence) Division before the regiment was withdrawn and
converted to a self propelled field Regiment for service with the 4th (Armoured) Division then already in
England.

For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix



2nd Field Regiment RCA.
2nd Field Brigade RCA (September 1939 - December 1939)

2nd Field Brigade RCA.

10th (St. Catharines) Field Battery RCA

7th Field Battery RCA (Montreal)

8th Field Battery RCA (Moncton)

35th Field Battery (H) RCA (Sherbrooke) *

*Originally the 73rd Field Battery (H) RCA from Magog, Quebec was mobilized as a component of the 2nd
Field Brigade but immediately transferred to the 5th Field Brigade RCA

The 2nd Field Brigade sailed for the UK December 10th 1939 disembarking in Scotland December 18th
1939. Effective December 21st, the designation ‘Field Brigade’ was altered to ‘Field Regiment’. Within the
field brigades the field batteries were paired into hyphenated field batteries.

2nd Field Regiment RCA (December 1939 - December 1940)

2nd Field Regiment RCA
7th/45th Battery RCA
8th/10th Battery RCA

2nd Field Regiment RCA (January 1st 1941 - December 1943)

Effective January 1st 1941 the 2nd Field Regiment was re-organized as a three battery regiment retaining
the 10th, 7th and 8th Field Batteries. On becoming surplus the 35th Field Battery (H) was converted to a
Light Anti-Aircraft Battery assigned to the 1st Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA, 1st Canadian Corps.

2nd Field Regiment RCA

10th (St. Catharines) Field Battery RCA
7th Field Battery RCA (Montreal)

8th Field Battery RCA (Moncton)

242-1-124 Title ‘Aldershot’ weave lettering woven through black melton and black backing

242-1-126  Title Red lettering with serifs on black melton with grey backing cloth

Officers?



242-1-128 Title Red lettering with serifs on Royal-blue melton and trimmed blue backing cloth

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943

242-1-130  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave printed canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945

242-1-132  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine” weave printed canvas

Canadian manufactured shoulder strap titles (With backing cloth)

242-1-134 Title Red lettering with serifs woven through navy blue melton and white cheese
cloth
For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix

3rd FIELD REGIMENT RCA.

3rd Field Brigade RCA (September 1939 - December 1939)

3rd Field Brigade RCA



19th Field Battery RCA (Winnipeg)

77th Field Battery RCA (Moose Jaw)

92nd Field Battery RCA (Edmonton)

109th Field Battery (H) RCA (Trail, BC) *

*QOriginally the 111th Field Battery (H) RCA from Nelson B.C. was mobilized as a component of the 3rd
Field Brigade but immediately transferred to the 6th Field Brigade RCA being replaced with the 109th
Field Battery from Trail, BC.

The 3rd Field Brigade sailed for the UK 10th December 1939 disembarking in Scotland December 18th
1939 before entraining for Aldershot area in Hampshire in the south of England. Effective December 21st,
the designation ‘Field Brigade’ was altered to ‘Field Regiment’. Within the field regiments the field
batteries were paired into hyphenated field batteries.

3rd Field Regiment RCA (December 1939 - December 1940)

3rd Field Regiment RCA
19th/77th Battery RCA
92nd/109th Battery RCA

3rd Field Regiment RCA (January 1st 1941 - December 1943)

Effective January 1st 1941 the 3rd Field Regiment was re-organized as a three battery regiment retaining
the 19th Field Battery RCA, 77th Field Battery RCA and the 92nd Field Battery RCA. On becoming
surplus the 109th Field Battery was converted to a Light Anti-Aircraft Battery assigned to the 1st Light
Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA, 1st Canadian Corps.

3rd Field Regiment RCA

19th Field Battery RCA (Winnipeg)

77th Field Battery RCA (Moose Jaw)

92nd Field Battery RCA (Edmonton)

242-1-136 Title Neat ‘Aldershot lettering woven through black melton and beige burlap backing

242-1-138  Title Red lettering woven through dark blue melton and trimmed black backing cloth

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943



242-1-140  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas
‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945

242-1-142  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine” weave canvas
Canadian manufactured shoulder strap titles (With backing cloth)

242-1-144 Title Large red lettering with serifs woven through black melton and white cloth
backing
For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix

Corps troops attached to the 1st Division September 1939
1st Army Field Brigade

1st Army Field Brigade.

51st Field Battery RCA (Ottawa)
57th Field Battery RCA (Quebec)
27th Field Battery RCA (Montreal)
90th Field Battery RCA (Fredericton)

Effective October 1st 1939 the batteries of the 1st Canadian Army Field Brigade RCA were aligned with
the 1st Anti-Tank Regiment this being converted to the Ist Anti-Tank Regiment RCA effective December
Ist 1939 it’s four field batteries being redesignated as anti-tank batteries . The second flight of the 1st
Divisional artillery, including the 1st Anti-Tank Regiment, sailed for the UK December 22nd 1939 arriving
in Scotland December 30th 1939.

1st Anti-Tank Regiment RCA 1st Division

1st Anti-Tank Regiment.

51st Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Ottawa)
57th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Quebec)
27th Anti-Tank RCA (Montreal)



90th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Fredericton)

Undress unit purchase (Officers?)

242-1-148  Title Red lettering with serifs woven through Royal-blue melton and blue cloth
backing

A similar title to the above with red lettering on black was likely produced but is not currently confirmed.
242-1-150 Title Red lettering with serifs woven through Black melton and blue cloth backing

The title illustrated below is one of a number of titles of similar manufacturer. This one differing from the
others by having Arabic (block) lettering. Currently the only other reported patterns are for anti-aircraft
regiments, these with script lettering with serifs (Please see First Canadian Army Section). No field worn
examples are presently reported and as titles were produced for units that were never formed these are not
believed to have been issued.

242-1-152  Title Red lettering woven through black felt reverse with applied starch based wash

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943

242-1-154  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945

242-1-156  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine” weave canvas
For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix

2nd Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA 1939



Effective September 1st 1939 Headquarters 2nd Anti-Aircraft Regiment was established and immediately
disbanded not being required at that time. The 2nd Ant-Aircraft Regiment was assigned the following
batteries.

4th Anti-Aircraft Battery From the permanent Force at Kingston but moved to Halifax August 26th 1939
redesignated as the 4th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery effective May 24th 1940 on being assigned to the 2nd
Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment.

14th Anti-Aircraft Battery. (Later joined the Coast Defence.)

15th Anti-Aircraft Battery. (Later joined the Coast Defence being disbanded April 13th 1942)

1st (Yorkton) Light Anti-Aircraft Battery Canora, Saskatchewan., (Later designated the 2nd (Yorkton)
Light Anti-Aircraft. Battery but reorganized at Halifax from the 4th Anti-Aircraft Battery of the Permanent
Force on being assigned to the 2nd Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment.)

2nd Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA 1939

A 2nd Light Anti Aircraft Regiment RCA mobilized effective May 24th 1940 to complete the
establishment of the 1st Canadian Division. This comprised of four batteries, the 54th LAA Battery, this
having proceeded to England as a component of the 1st Army Field Brigade in 1939 but made surplus on
the reorganization of the 1st Divisional Artillery January 1st 1940. The other batteries assigned to the new
regiment were still located in Canada these proceeding to England over the next seven months.

54th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery (Brantford) Previously the 54th Field Battery (H) RCA
2nd (Yorkton) Light Anti-Aircraft Battery (Sailed for the UK August 27th 1940)

4th Anti-Aircraft Battery (PF) (Kingston) Landed in Scotland December 26th 1940

5th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery (Montreal). (Sailed for the UK February 17th 1941)
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242-1-158  Title Red lettering woven through black melton and beige cloth backing

Effective March 6th 1943 in a reorganization of the 2nd LAA Regiment from a four to a three gun regiment
the 54th LAA Battery was re-assigned to the 11th Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Army Troops Artillery.

242-1-160  Title Red lettering woven through navy-blue melton and white cloth backing




242-1-162  Title Large red lettering woven through navy blue melton and white canvas backing
‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943
Photo not available at press time
242-1-164 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945

242-1-166  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine’ weave canvas

2nd Infantry Division Regimental pattern shoulder titles

The infantry regiments of the 2nd Canadian Division did not adopt coloured regiment titles until the fall of
1942, this after the August 19th 1942 ‘Raid in Strength’ on the French coastal town of Dieppe. Prior to this
blue Divisional formation patches similar to WWI were worn with distinguishing geometric figures worn
over the patch. Coloured circles, (single sided figures) for the regiments of the 4th Infantry Brigade, a
demi-circle (a two sided, half circle) for the 5th Infantry Brigade and three sided (triangles) for the 6th
Infantry Brigade.

2nd Divisional Artillery 1st SEPTEMBER 1939

Both the 1st and 2nd Divisional Artillery along with supporting Corps and Lines of Communication were
authorized on September 1st 1939. Unlike the Ist Divisional Artillery the batteries forming the 2nd
Divisional Artillery RCA did not assemble as regiments until the spring of 1940 remaining in their home
areas over the winter of 1939/40.

4th Field Brigade RCA. (September 1939 - June 1940
14th (Midland) Field Battery RCA (Cobourg)

26th Field Battery RCA (Sarnia)

53rd Field Battery RCA (Toronto)

2nd Field Battery (Howitzer) RCA (Ottawa)

5th Field Brigade RCA. (September 1939 - June 1940

5th Field Battery RCA (Westmount)

28th (Newcastle) Field Battery RCA

73rd Field Battery RCA (Magog)

89th Field Battery (Howitzer) RCA (Woodstock)

*Qriginally the 73rd Field Battery (Howitzer) RCA from Quebec mobilized as a component of the 2nd
Field

Brigade but immediately transferred to the 5th Field Brigade RCA

6th Field Brigade RCA. (September 1939 - June 1940
13th Field Battery RCA (Winnipeg)
21st Field Battery RCA (Saskatoon)



91st Field Battery RCA (Calgary)

111th Field Battery (Howitzer) RCA (Nelson) *

*Qriginally the 111th Field Battery (H) RCA from Nelson B.C. mobilized as a component of the 3rd Field
Brigade but immediately transferred to the 6th Field Brigade RCA

4th Field Regiment RCA.

No pre 1943 regimental artillery pattern shoulder titles for the 4th Field Regiment are reported. Although
not confirmed probably only generic ‘RCA’ patterns being worn until after 1942.

4th Field Brigade RCA (December 1939 - June 1940)

4th Field Brigade RCA. (September 1939 - June 1st 1940
14th (Midland) Field Battery RCA (Cobourg)

26th Field Battery RCA (Sarnia)

53rd Field Battery RCA (Toronto)

2nd Field Battery (H) RCA (Ottawa)

4th Field Regiment RCA (June 1940 - December 1940)

Effective June 1st 1940 the designation ‘Field Brigade’ was altered to ‘Field Regiment’. Within the field
regiments the field batteries were paired into hyphenated field batteries. The 4th Field Regiment arrived
overseas September 4th 1940.

4th Field Regiment RCA

2nd/14th Field Battery RCA

26th/53rd Field Battery

4th Field Regiment RCA (January 1941 - December 1943)

Effective January Ist 1941 the Field Regiments of the Divisional Artillery were re-organized from two
hyphenated batteries each of twelve guns to three battery regiments, each of eight guns. Each of the
batteries regaining its individual identity. On becoming surplus the 53rd Field Battery was converted to a
Light Anti-Aircraft Battery assigned to the 3rd Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA, 2nd Division.

4th Field Regiment RCA

2nd (Ottawa) Field Battery RCA
14th (Midland) Field Battery RCA
26th Field Battery RCA

242-2-102  Title Red lettering woven through black melton and beige backing cloth

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943



242-2-104 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945
Photo not available at press time

242-2-106 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine’ weave canvas
For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix

5th Field Regiment RCA.
5th Field Brigade RCA (December 1939 - June 1940)

Sth Field Brigade RCA. (September 1939 - June 1940
5Sth Field Battery RCA (Westmount)

28th (Newcastle) Field Battery RCA

73rd Field Battery RCA (Magog)

89th Field Battery (Howitzer) RCA (Woodstock)

5th Field Regiment RCA (June 1940 - December 1940)

Effective June 1st 1940 the designation ‘Field Brigade’ was altered to ‘Field Regiment’. Within the field
regiments the field batteries were paired into hyphenated field batteries. The 5th Field Regiment arrived

overseas September 4th 1940.

5th Field Regiment RCA
5th/73rd Battery RCA
28th/89th Field Battery

S5th Field Regiment RCA (January 1941 - December 1943)

Effective January 1st 1941 the Field Regiments of the Divisional Artillery were re-organized from two
hyphenated batteries each of twelve guns to three battery regiments, each of eight guns. Each of the
batteries regaining its individual identity. On becoming surplus the 89th Field Battery was converted to a
Light Anti-Aircraft Battery assigned to the 1st Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA, 1st Canadian Corps.

5th Field Regiment RCA
5th Battery RCA

28th Field Battery

73rd Battery RCA




242-2-108 Title Neat red lettering woven through black melton and white cloth backing

Superior quality (Officers?)

242-2-110 Title Large lettering woven through thick navy blue melton and black backing cloth
242-2-112  Title Medium lettering woven through thick black melton and black backing cloth
‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943

242-2-114  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas
‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945
Photo not available at press time
242-2-116  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine’ weave canvas

For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix

6th Field Regiment RCA.



6th Field Brigade RCA (December 1939 - June 1940)

6th Field Brigade RCA. (September 1939 - June 1940
13th Field Battery RCA (Winnipeg)

21st Field Battery RCA (Saskatoon)

91st Field Battery RCA (Calgary)

111th Field Battery (Howitzer) RCA (Nelson)

6th Field Regiment RCA (June 1940 - December 1940)

Effective June 1st 1940 the designation ‘Field Brigade’ was altered to ‘Field Regiment’. Within the field
regiments the field batteries were paired into hyphenated field batteries. The 6th Field Regiment arrived
overseas September 4th 1940.

6th Field Regiment RCA
13th/21st Battery RCA
91st/111th Battery RCA

6th Field Regiment RCA (January 1941 - December 1943)

Effective January 1st 1941 the Field Regiments of the Divisional Artillery were re-organized from two
hyphenated batteries each of twelve guns to three battery regiments, each of eight guns. Each of the
batteries regaining its individual identity. On becoming surplus the 111th Field Battery was converted to an
Anti-Tank Battery assigned to the 7th Anti-Tank Regiment 1st Canadian Corps.

6th Field Regiment RCA

13th Field Battery RCA

21st Field Battery RCA

91st Field Battery RCA

6th Field Regiment RCA (January 1st 1941 - December 1943)

242-2-118 Title Neat red lettering woven through black melton and beige cloth backing

The above trimmed title indicates this was worn on the shoulder and not the epaulet indicating an officers
pattern.

242-2-120 Title Red block lettering woven through thick black melton and black backing cloth

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943



242-2-122  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945

242-2-124  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine” weave canvas

For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix

Corps troops attached to the 2nd Division September 1939
2nd Army Field Brigade (September 1939 - February 1940)

Headquarters 2nd Army Field Brigade RCA mobilized September 1st 1939.

2nd Army Field Brigade.

18th Field Battery RCA (Regina)

20th Field Battery RCA (Lethbridge)
23rd Field Battery RCA (Calgary)

108th Field Battery RCA (Kimberly B.C.)

Effective October 1st 1939 the 2nd Army Field Brigade was redesignated the 2nd Anti-Tank Regiment on
December 1st 1939 its batteries being redesignated as anti-tank batteries. The Regiment mobilized at camp
Shilo in May 1940 and proceeded overseas arriving in the UK September 4th 1940.

2nd Anti-Tank Regiment RCA 2nd Division

2nd Anti-Tank Regiment
18th Anti-Tank Battery RCA
20th Anti-Tank Battery RCA
23rd Anti-Tank Battery RCA .
108th Anti-Tank Battery RCA .

242-2-126 Title Neat lettering woven through black melton and white cloth backing




242-2-128 Title Red lettering woven through black melton and black cloth backing

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943

242-2-130 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945

242-2-132  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine” weave canvas

Canadian manufactured shoulder strap titles (With backing cloth)

242-2-134 Title Large red lettering woven through navy blue melton and white cheese cloth
backing
For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix

4th Army Field Brigade RCA
4th Army Field Brigade RCA (September 1939 - February 1940)

The 4th Army Field Brigade RCA mobilized September 1st 1939 aligned with the 2nd Division. Arriving
in the UK February 8th 1940.

4th Army Field Brigade RCA
61st Field Battery RCA (Edmonton)
107th Field Battery RCA (Cranbrook)



113th Field Battery RCA (Regina)
71st Field Battery (Howitzer) RCA) .

Effective February 12th 1940 the 4th Army Field Brigade was converted to the 8th Army Field Regiment
and it four batteries combined into two hyphenated batteries.

8th Army Field Regiment RCA
8th Army Field Regiment RCA (February 1940 - December 1940)

61st/107th Field Batteries RCA
113th/71st Batteries RCA

Effective January 1st 1941 the field regiments of the Divisional Artillery were re-organized from two
hyphenated batteries each of twelve guns to field regiments of three batteries, each of eight guns. Each of
the batteries regaining its individual identity. On its becoming surplus to regimental requirements the 113th
Field Battery was converted to an Anti-Tank Battery assigned to the 1st Corps Atrtillery.

8th Army Field Regiment RCA (January 1941 - October 1943)

61st Field Battery RCA (Edmonton)
107th Field Battery RCA (Cranbrook)
71st Field Battery (H) RCA) (Brandon)

Effective October 18th 1943 the 8th Army Field Regiment was converted and redesignated the 8th Field
Regiment (Self propelled) and assigned to the 5th Armoured Division joining this in Italy December 22nd
1943.

Please see Sth Division for regimental titles,

3rd Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA

Effective September 28th 1st 1940 the 3rd LAA Regiment RCA was formed to complete the establishment
of the 2nd Canadian Division. This comprising of three batteries, the 15th LAA Battery, from Winnipeg,
this mobilizing as the 38th LAA Battery. The 16th LAA Battery, from Vancouver, and the 17th LAA
Battery, from Calgary. The regiment arrived in England early in 1941 where it was joined by the 53rd LAA
Battery from Toronto this already in England but made surplus on the conversion of field regiments from
two hyphenated to three field regiments. 10 Officers and 236 other ranks of the 3rd Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment participated in the August 1942 raid in strength on the French coastal town of Dieppe suffering a
number of casualties.

The 3rd Light Anti Aircraft Regiment RCA mobilized effective September 28th 1940 as a three battery
regiment to complete the establishment of the 2nd Canadian Division.

3rd Light Anti Aircraft Regiment RCA September 28th 1940

15th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery (Winnipeg ) (38th LAA Battery mobilized as the 15th LAA Battery)
16th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery (Vancouver)

17th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery (Calgary)

Canadian manufactured shoulder strap titles (With backing cloth)




242-2-144 Title Large red lettering woven through navy blue melton and white cheese cloth
backing

Effective January Ist 1941 to complete the establishment the regiment was assigned the 53rd LAA Battery
this had mobilized as the 53rd Field Battery assigned to the 4th Field Brigade, 2nd Division but become
surplus January 1st 1941 the hyphenated batteries again regained individual identities.

The 3rd Light Anti Aircraft Regiment RCA January 1st 1940

15th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery Arrived in the UK March 1st 1941.

16th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery Arrived in the UK April 19th 1941.

17th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery Arrived in the UK February 28th 1941.

53rd Light Anti-Aircraft Battery Arrived in the UK September 4th 1940.

Effective March 6th 1943 in a reorganization of the 4th LAA Regiment from a four to a three gun regiment
The 53rd LAA Battery was re-assigned to the 11th Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Army Troops Artillery.

3rd Light Anti Aircraft Regiment RCA

15th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery
16th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery
17th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery

Officers?

242-2-136  Title Red lettering with serifs woven through Royal-blue melton and blue cloth
backing
242-2-138 Title Although not confirmed a similar title in black melton was probably produced.

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943

242-2-140 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas



‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945

242-2-142  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine’ weave canvas

3rd Divisional Artillery May 1940

Headquarters of the 3rd Canadian Division was authorized effective 24th May 1940, to comprise of the
12th, 13th and 14th Field Batteries and the 3rd Anti-Tank Regiment. To complete the divisional
establishment the 4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment was added on January 1st 1941. 4th Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment was formed from batteries made surplus on the January Ist 1941 reorganization of field
regiments of the Canadian Divisional Artillery when the batteries were reorganized from two hyphenated
batteries of twelve guns to field regiments of three batteries, each of eight guns. Each of the batteries
regaining its individual identity. It was not until February of 1941 that the various batteries assembled in
Nova Scotia. The 13th and 14th at Camp Debert and the 12th Field Regiment at Sussex. The 12th and 14th
Field Regiments sailed for England in July 1941 but were not joined by the 13th Field Regiment this sailing
November 13th 1941.

12th Field Regiment (May 1940 - December 1940)

16th/43rd Field Batteries RCA
11th/69th Field Batteries RCA

(Effective June Ist 1945 a second 12th Field Regiment RCA was formed for service with the Canadian
Army Occupational Force in Germany (CAOF). This serving in Germany until receiving authorization to
disband effective May 14th 1946.)

13th Field Regiment (May 1940 - December 1940)

44th/62nd Field Batteries RCA
22nd/78th Field Batteries RCA

14th Field Regiment (May 1940 - December 1940)

32nd/34th Field Batteries RCA
66th/81st Field Batteries RCA

3rd Anti-Tank Regiment (May 1940 - 1945)

Effective June Ist 1945 a second 3rd Anti-Tank Regiment RCA was formed for service with the Canadian
Army Occupational Force in Germany. This unit served in Germany until receiving authorization to
disband effective May 14th 1946.

4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment (January 1941- March 1943)

12th Field Regiment RCA

The 12th Field Regiment mobilized with Headquarters 3rd Divisional Artillery effective May 24th 1940.
This during the period of hyphenated batteries.

12th Field Regiment (May 1940 - December 1940)
16th/43rd Field Batteries RCA
11th/69th Field Batteries RCA



On the January 1st 1941 reorganization of hyphenated batteries the 69th (H) Field Battery (Brantford) was
converted to the 69th Light Anti-Aircraft battery and assigned to the 4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, 3rd
Division.
12th Field Regiment (January 1st 1941 - 1945)
16th Field Battery RCA (Guelph)
43rd Field Battery RCA (Guelph)
11th Field Battery RCA (Hamilton)
Canadian manufactured shoulder title (?)

This title was Likely acquired by the regiment while at Sussex N.B. between July and November 1941. The
regiment sailed for England 21st July 1941 arriving at Liverpool July 30th 1941

Actual Length 7 %2 inches
242-3-102  Title Red lettering with stops. Woven through black melton without backing cloth

242-3-104 Title ‘Aldershot’ weave lettering woven through black melton and black backing
cloth

242-3-106  Title Red lettering with serifs woven through black melton and black backing cloth
Photo not available at press time

242-3-108  Title Red lettering with serifs woven through Royal-blue melton and black backing
cloth

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943

Photo not available at press time
242-3-110  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced 1944/1945



242-3-112  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine” weave canvas
1945 Canadian made demobilization titles

Currently no late war Canadian made pattern titles are reported but likely produced

13th Field Regiment RCA

The 13th Field Regiment mobilized with Headquarters 3rd Divisional Artillery effective May 24th 1940.

13th Field Regiment (May 1940 - December 1940)
44th/62nd Field Batteries RCA
22nd/78th Field Batteries RCA

On the January Ist 1941 reorganization of hyphenated batteries the 62nd Field Battery (Duncan) was
converted to the 62nd Light Anti-Aircraft battery and assigned to the 4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, 3rd
Division arriving in Scotland September 2nd 1941.

13th Field Regiment (January 1st 1941 - 1945)
44th Field Battery RCA (Prince Albert)

78th Field Battery RCA (Red Deer)

22nd Field Battery RCA (Gleichen

The 13th Field Regiment embarked for the United Kingdom November 4th 1941 arriving at Gouroch in
Scotland November 13th 1941 having been ‘bumped’ from the July convoy transporting the 3rd Divisional
Artillery due to a lack of shipping space. (Its place in the convoy being given to the Ist Division’s 1st
Anti-Tank Regiment.

The following pattern of shoulder title with serifs are known for the 12th, 13th and 14th Field Regiments as
well as the 3rd Anti-Tank Regiment so were presumably acquired in England after November 1941.

242-3-114 Title Red lettering with serifs woven through black melton and black backing cloth
Reported but not confirmed

242-3-116  Title Red lettering with serifs woven through Royal-blue melton.



242-3-118 Title Red block lettering woven through thick navy blue melton and black backing
cloth

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943

242-3-120 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced 1944/1945

242-3-122  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine’ weave canvas

For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix

14th Field Regiment RCA

The 14th Field Regiment mobilized with Headquarters 3rd Divisional Artillery effective May 24th 1940
The regiment sailed for England 21st July 1941 arriving at Liverpool July 30th 1941 proceeding to

Aldershot..

14th Field Regiment (May 1940 - December 1940)
32nd/34th Field Batteries RCA
66th/81st Field Batteries RCA

On the January Ist 1941 reorganization of hyphenated batteries the 32nd Field Battery was converted to the
32nd Light Anti-Aircraft battery and assigned to the 4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, 3rd Division

arriving in Scotland September 2nd 1941.

14th Field Regiment (January 1st 1941 - 1943)
34th Field Battery RCA (Belleville)

66th Field Battery RCA (Montreal)

81st Field Battery RCA (Shawinigan Falls)



242-3-124  Title Red lettering with serifs woven through black melton and black backing cloth
A similar title in Royal blue to the above reported but not confirmed

242-3-126  Title Similar title with red lettering with serifs woven through Royal-blue melton
242-3-132  Title Red block lettering woven through black melton and burlap backing cloth

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943

242-3-128 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced 1944/1945
Photo not available at press time

242-3-130 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine’ weave canvas

3rd Anti-Tank Regiment RCA

The 3rd Anti-Tank Regiment mobilized with Headquarters 3rd Divisional Artillery effective May 24th
1940.

4th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Peterborough)
94th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Quebec City)
52nd Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Weymouth, N.S.)



105th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (St. George, N.B.)

The regiment arrived overseas October 18th 1941 and landed in Normandy D’Day June 6th 1944 attached
to the British 1st Corps moving under command of 2nd Canadian Corps which landed in France July 3rd
1944, the majority of the Canadian units in France coming under command of First Canadian Army on this
becoming operational July 31st 1944 on the Caen Front.

242-3-134 Title ‘Aldershot’ weave lettering woven through black melton and black backing
cloth

242-3-136 Title ‘Aldershot 2° weave. Round top ‘3’ woven on black melton and beige cloth
backing

242-3-138  Title Red block lettering woven through thick navy blue melton and black backing
cloth




242-3-140 Title Red lettering with serifs woven through black melton and black backing cloth
Similar to above reported but not confirmed

242-3-142  Title Red lettering with serifs woven through Royal-blue melton

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943

242-3-144 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced 1944/1945
Photo not available at press time

242-3-146  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine” weave canvas

Shoulder strap title (With backing cloth)
Photo not available at press time

242-3-148 Title Large lettering with serifs woven through navy blue melton and white cheese
cloth.

4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA

The 4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment was formed with three field batteries from the 12th, 13th and 14th
Field Regiments made surplus on reorganization of the field regiments January 1st 1941. The 69th, 62nd
and 52nd Light Anti-Aircraft batteries arrived in the September 1941 being joined by the 100th (Listowel)
Field Battery this having mobilized with the 5th Army Field Regiment September Ist 1939 arriving in the
UK November 23rd 1941.

4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment (January 1st 1941 - March 1943)
69th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Brantford)

62nd Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Duncan, B.C.)

32nd Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Kingston)

100th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Listowell, Ont.)

Effective March 6th 1943 the 4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment was reorganized as a three battery
regiment. The 62nd Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA was detached and reassigned to the 11th Light
Anti-Aircraft Regiment, Army Troops along with the 4th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery from the 2nd L.A.A.
Regiment, 1st Division and the 53rd Light Anti-Aircraft Battery from the 3rd Light Anti-Aircraft Battery,
2nd Division.

4th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment (March 1943 - 1945)
69th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Brantford)

32nd Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Kingston)

100th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Listowell, Ont.)




242-3-150 Title Pink lettering (possibly rain faded red) woven through black melton and black
backing

242-3-152  Title Red lettering with serifs woven through black FELT and loose white cheese

cloth

242-3-154 Title Red block lettering woven through thick navy blue melton and black backing
cloth

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943
Photo not available at press time
242-3-156  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas
‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced 1944/1945
Photo not available at press time

242-3-158 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine’ weave canvas

4th Divisional Support Group May 1940 - January 1942
(For the cloth artillery titles please see 4th and S5th (Armoured) Divisions)

Headquarters 4th Canadian Divisional Support Group was authorized effective May 24th 1940 during the
period of hyphenated batteries.

RCA Regiments assigned to the 4th Divisional Support Group May 24th 1940
15th Field Regiment RCA



16th Field Regiment RCA
17th Field Regiment RCA
4th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA

15th Field Regiment May 1940 - February 1941

15th Field Regiment RCA. Mobilized aligned with the 10th Infantry Brigade.
41st/102nd Field Battery
3rd/47th Field Battery

Effective February 27th 1941 the original two hyphenated batteries of the 15th Field Regiment regained
individual identity all being reassigned to other regiments in the following months. Previously on January
Ist 1941 the regiment was assigned replacement batteries, the 17th Field Battery followed in May 1941 by
the 95th and 110th Field Batteries in a three battery 15th Field Regiment.

15th Field Regiment January 1st 1941

15th Field Regiment RCA

17th Field Battery RCA (Winnipeg) Mobilized effective January 1st 1941.

95th Field Battery RCA (Calgary) Mobilized effective May 10th 1941.

110th Field Battery RCA (Broadview, Saskatchewan) Mobilized effective May 10th 1941.

16th Field Regiment May 1940 - February 1941

16th Field Regiment RCA. Mobilized aligned with the 11th Infantry Brigade.
24th/75th Field Battery
87th/88th Field Battery

Effective February 27th 1941 the four original batteries of the 16th Field Regiment regained individual
identity. All being reassigned to other regiments in the following months. New artillery batteries were
assigned to the 16th Field Regiment in May 1941. The 70th, 102nd Field Batteries and the 18th Medium
Regiment.

16th Field Regiment RCA

70th Field Battery RCA (Brandon) Mobilized effective May 10th 1941.

102nd (Wentworth) Field Battery RCA (Dundas) Mobilized effective May 24th 1941
18th Medium Battery RCA (Port Arthur) Mobilized effective May 10th 1941.

Effective January 26th 1942 the 16th Field Regiment was redesignated the 8th Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment assigned as the 4th (Armoured) Division light anti-aircraft regiment. The regiment retained the
70th and 102nd Batteries these being converted to light anti-aircraft batteries. The 18th Medium Battery
combined with Headquarters 18th Field Regiment were converted and redesignated Headquarters 2nd
Medium Regiment its place in the establishment of the 8th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery was taken by the
101st Light Anti-Aircraft Battery from Moosomin, Saskatchewan this having mobilized effective
September 5th 1941 as a component of the 6th Light Ant-Aircraft Regiment, 4th Divisional Support Group.
The 8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment embarked for England August 9th 1942 arriving at Liverpool August
18th 1942.

17th Field Regiment (A three battery Regiment) May 1940 - February 1941

17th Field Regiment RCA. Mobilized aligned with the 12th Infantry Brigade. (A three battery regiment.)
60th/76th Field Battery
37th Field Battery

Effective February 27th 1941 the hyphenated battery regained individual identity along with the 37th Field
Battery in a three battery 17th Field Regiment this being reassigned to the 1st (Armoured) Division.

17th Field Regiment RCA



37th Field Battery (Portage la Prairie)
60th Field battery (Aneroid)
76th Field Battery (Indian Head)

4th Anti-Tank Regiment
(Reassigned to the 1st (Armoured) Division February 1941)

The 4th Anti-Tank Regiment Mobilized effective May 24th 1940 as a four battery regiment assigned to the
4th Divisional Artillery.

4th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA

98th (Bruce) Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Port Elgin)
49th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Toronto)

82nd Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Gaspe)

104th Anti-Tank battery RCA (Fredericton)

Effective February 27th 1941 on the conversion of the 4th Divisional Support Group to the 1st (Armoured)
Divisional Support Group the 4th Anti-Tank Regiment moved to the ‘new’ division as a three battery
regiment. On becoming surplus the 104th Anti-Tank Battery became an independent battery sailing for the
UK April 10th 1941 where it was assigned to the 7th Anti-Tank Regiment on its formation in the UK July
25th 1941 becoming the anti-tank regiment of the (1st) Canadian Corps.

4th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA

98th (Bruce) Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Port Elgin)
49th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Toronto)

82nd Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Gaspe)

The 4th Anti-Tank Regiment arrived in the UK October 17th 1941 where effective January 1st 1943 the
composition of the Anti-Tank Regiments was altered to again from three to four batteries, the regiment
being assigned the 16th Anti-Tank this a composite battery formed from surplus personnel in England.

4th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA

98th (Bruce) Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Port Elgin)

49th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Toronto)

82nd Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Gaspe)

16th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (A composite battery formed in England)

RCA Regiments assigned to the 4th Divisional Support Group 1941

15th Field Regiment RCA
16th Field Regiment RCA
18th Field Regiment RCA
S5th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA
6th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA

18th Field Regiment May 1941 - January 1942

The 18th Field Regiment mobilized May 10th 1941 as a three battery regiment to replace the 17th Field
Regiment in the 4th Divisional Support Group. Headquarters 18th Field Regiment absorbing the 18th Field
Battery from the 16th Field Regiment. The regiment was assigned the 25th Field Battery RCA, (Toronto),
the 3rd (Gananoque) Field Battery from the 15th Field Regiment and the 87th Field Regiment from the
16th Field Regiment. As the establishment of an armoured division required only a single field artillery
regiment effective January 9th 1942 Headquarters 18th Field Regiment was redesignated headquarters 2nd
Medium Regiment RCA and its batteries converted to medium batteries and redistributed.

18th Field Regiment RCA
25th Field Battery RCA, (Toronto)



3rd (Gananoque) Field Battery RCA from the 15th Field Regiment
87th Field Regiment RCA from the 16th Field Regiment.

S5th Anti-Tank Regiment September 1941

The 5th Anti-Tank Regiment mobilized September 5th 1941 to replace the 4th Anti-tank Regiment in the
4th Armoured Division with the 96th Anti-Tank Battery and the 65th Anti-Tank Battery these being joined
by the 3rd Anti-Tank Battery, formerly the 3rd (Gananoque) Field Battery. This initially mobilized May
24th 1940 assigned to the 15th Field Regiment in the hyphenated 3rd/47th Battery. On gaining individual
identity the battery moved to the 18th Field Regiment. As the establishment of an armoured division
required only a single field artillery regiment Headquarters 18th Field Regiment and the 18th Field Battery,
from the 16th Field Regiment; were redesignated Headquarters 2nd Medium Regiment RCA. The 3rd
(Gananoque) Field Battery was converted to the 3rd Anti-Tank Battery RCA January 26th 1942 on being
reassigned to the 5th Anti-Tank Regiment.

S5th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA

96th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Edmonton) Mobilized September 5th 1941

65th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Grenfell) Mobilized September 5th 1941

3rd Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Gananoque) Converted to A/T January 26th 1942

6th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment September Sth 1941

Headquarters 6th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment mobilized as a four battery regiment September Sth 1941 as
the 4th Divisional Support Group Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment. However effective January 26th 1942
Headquarters 4th Divisional Support Group was designated Headquarters 4th Armoured Divisional
Artillery to comprise the 15th Field Regiment, the 5th Anti-Tank Regiment and the 8th Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment.

6th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA

112th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Lethbridge)
101st Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Moosomin)
30th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Toronto)

Ist Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Ottawa)

The 6th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, as a three battery regiment, assembled at Petawawa in February
1942. The 101st Light Anti-Aircraft Battery being reassigned to the 8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment.
(Please see above for details.) Between March and September the now three battery regiment served in
British Columbia helping to man Canada’s West Coast Defences before returning to Petawawa before
sailing for the UK October 30th 1942 where effective March 6th 1943 the 6th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment
became the light anti-aircraft regiment of the 2nd Corps sailing for France in July 1944. (Please see 2nd
Canadian Corps Artillery below for further details.)

Redistribution of the original batteries of the 15th Field Regiment 1941

The 3rd (Gananoque) Field Battery RCA mobilized May 24th 1940 assigned to the hyphenated 3rd/47th
Field Battery regaining individual identity February 27th 1941. Effective May 10th 1941 the battery was
reassigned to the 18th Field Regiment.

The 41st Field Battery RCA (Simcoe) mobilized May 24th 1940 assigned to the hyphenated 41st/102nd
Field Battery regaining its individual identity February 27th 1941 being converted to a light anti-aircraft as
the 41st (Simcoe) Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA being reassigned to the Sth Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment.

The 47th (Napanee) Field Battery RCA mobilized May 24th 1940 assigned to the hyphenated 3rd/47th
Field Battery regaining its individual identity February 27th 1941 being converted to a light anti-aircraft as
the 47th (Napanee) Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA being reassigned to the Sth Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment.

The 102nd (Wentworth) Field Battery RCA mobilized May 24th 1940 assigned to the hyphenated
41st/102nd Field Battery regaining its individual identity February 27th 1941 being reassigned to the 16th



Field Regiment RCA. (4th (Armoured) Division).
Redistribution of the original batteries of the 16th Field Regiment 1941

24th (Shefford) Field Battery RCA (Granby P.Q.) mobilized May 24th 1940 assigned to the hyphenated
24th/75th Field Battery. The battery regained individual identity February 27th 1941 being redesignated the
24th Anti-Tank Battery slated for the 5Sth Anti-Tank Regiment. However when the 4th Divisional Support
Group was converted to an Armoured Division the establishment of the divisional anti-tank regiments was
reduced from four to three batteries. On becoming surplus the regiment was converted back to a field
regiment and assigned to the 20th Field Regiment RCA, 6th and 7th (Home Defence) Divisions.) (Please
see below for further details.)

75th Field Battery RCA (Cowansville P.Q.) mobilized May 24th 1940 assigned to the hyphenated
24th/75th Field Battery. The battery regained individual identity February 27th 1941 being redesignated the
75th Anti-Tank Battery slated for the Sth Anti-Tank Regiment. However when the 4th Divisional Support
Group was converted to an Armoured Division the establishment of the divisional anti-tank regiments was
reduced from four to three batteries. On becoming surplus the regiment was converted back to a field
regiment and assigned to the 20th Field Regiment RCA, 6th and 7th (Home Defence) Divisions.) (Please
see below for further details.)

87th Field Battery RCA (Dartmouth N.S.) mobilized May 24th 1940 assigned to the hyphenated
87th/88th Field Battery. The battery regained individual identity February 27th 1941 being redesignated .
the 87th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA assigned to the 5th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, 1st (Armoured)
Division. (Redesignated the 5th (Armoured) Division June 5th 1941). (Please see below for further details.)
88th Field Battery RCA (Dartmouth N.S.) mobilized May 24th 1940 assigned to the hyphenated
87th/88th Field Battery. The battery regained individual identity February 27th 1941 being redesignated .
the 88th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA assigned to the 5th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, 1st (Armoured)
Division. (Redesignated the 5th (Armoured) Division June 5th 1941). (Please see below for further details.)

The request from the Imperial Authorities in England that the next division sent to England be an armoured
division saw the organization of the 4th Divisional Support Group put on hold. A number of units being
diverted to the ‘new’ 1st (Armoured) Division, Headquarters of this mobilizing February 27th 1941. Due to
confusion between the designations 1st Division and 1st (Armoured) Division the 1st (Armoured) Division
was redesignated the Sth Canadian (Armoured) Division effective June 5th 1941. With the formation of the
5th (Armoured) Division the formation of the 4th Divisional Support Group was somewhat curtailed until it
also was converted to an armoured division effective January 22nd 1942 when Headquarters 4th Divisional
Support Group was redesignated the 4th (Armoured) Division with the 15th Field Regiment, 5th Anti-Tank
Regiment and the 8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment.

17th Field Regiment 1940 - 1941
(Transferred to the Sth (Armoured) Division

The 17th Field Regiment RCA mobilized effective May 24th 1940 assigned to the 4th Divisional Support
Group the regiment was unique in the fact that it mobilized with just three field batteries during the period
of hyphenated batteries.

60th/76th Field Batteries RCA
37th Field Battery RCA

The 60th Field Battery RCA (Anaroid) gained individual identity January Ist 1941 remaining with the
17th Field Regiment 4th Divisional Support Group. this was reassigned to the 1st (Armoured) Division
Support Group February 27th 1941, this designated the 5th Armoured) Division January 26th 1942.

The 76th Field Battery RCA (Indian Head) gained individual identity January 1st 1941 remaining with the
17th Field Regiment 4th Divisional Support Group. this was reassigned to the 1st (Armoured) Division
Support Group February 27th 1941, this designated the 5th Armoured) Division January 26th 1942.

The 37th Field Battery RCA (Portage La Prairie) gained individual identity January 1st 1941 remaining
with the 17th Field Regiment 4th Divisional Support Group. this was reassigned to the 1st (Armoured)
Division Support Group February 27th 1941, this designated the 5th Armoured) Division January 26th



1942.

Effective January 1st 1941 the hyphenated battery gained individual identity and effective February 27th
1941 the 17th Field Regiment was withdrawn from the 4th Divisional Support Group and assigned to the
1st (Armoured) Division Support Group, this being designated the 5th Armoured Division Support Group
June 5th 1941 and the 5th Divisional Artillery January 1st 1943. The 17th Field Regiment remained the
sole field regiment of the 5th (Armoured) Division for the duration of WWIIL. Within the 4th Divisional
Support Group the place of the 17th Field Regiment was replaced with the 18th Field Regiment.

18th Field Regiment RCA 1941 - 1942

The 18th Field Regiment mobilized as a three battery field regiment effective May 10th 1941 to replace the
17th Field Regiment in the 4th Divisional Support Group. The 18th Field Regiment was assigned the 25th
Field Battery RCA, (Toronto), the 3rd (Gananoque) Field Battery from the 15th Field Regiment and the
87th Field Regiment from the 16th Field Regiment. As the establishment of an armoured division required
only a single field artillery regiment Headquarters 18th Field Regiment was redesignated headquarters 2nd
Medium Regiment RCA January 9th 1942 its batteries redistributed.

18th Field Regiment RCA

25th Field Battery RCA (Toronto)

3rd (Gananoque) Field Battery RCA from the 15th Field Regiment
87th Field Regiment RCA from the 16th Field Regiment.

25th Field Battery RCA mobilized effective May 10th 1941 as a component of the 18th Field Regiment.
This formed as a replacement for the 17th Field Regiment in the 4th Divisional Support Group this having
been reassigned to the 1st (Armoured) Division. The conversion of he 4th Divisional Support Group to the
4th (Armoured) Division, this requiring only a single field regiment saw the 16th and 18th Field Regiments
disbanded and their batteries redistributed. Effective January 26th 1942 the 25th Field Battery was
redesignated as the 25th Medium Regiment assigned to the 2nd Medium Regiment. (Please see 2nd
Medium Regiment below for further details.)

3rd (Gananoque) Field Battery RCA mobilized May 24th 1940 assigned to the 15th Field Regiment in
the hyphenated 3rd/47th Battery. On gaining individual identity the battery moved to the 18th Field
Regiment. As the establishment of an armoured division required only a single field artillery regiment 18th
Field Regiment was redesignated headquarters 2nd Medium Regiment RCA and its batteries redistributed.
The 3rd (Gananoque) Field Battery was converted to 3rd Anti-Tank Battery RCA and assigned to the Sth
Anti-Tank Regiment (5th Armoured Division.)

87th Field Battery RCA mobilized May 24th 1940 assigned to the hyphenated 87th/88th Field Battery.
The battery regained individual identity February 27th 1941 being redesignated the 87th Light
Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA assigned to the 5th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, 1st (Armoured) Division.
(Redesignated the Sth (Armoured) Division June 5th 1941). (Please see below for further details.)

4th Anti-Tank Regiment (4th Divisional Support Group) (1940 - 1941)

The 4th Anti-Tank Regiment mobilized with Headquarters 4th Divisional support Group effective May
24th 1940 with the following batteries.

98th (Bruce) Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Port Elgin)
24th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Toronto)

82nd Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Gaspe)

104th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Fredericton)

Effective February 29th 1941 on the formation of the 1st (Armoured) Divisional Support Group,
(Designated the 5th (Armoured) Division June 5th 1941), the 4th Anti-Tank Regiment transferred to the
new formation as a three battery regiment. The now surplus 104th Anti-Tank Battery sailed for the UK
April 10th 1941 as an independent battery where effective July 25th 1941 was assigned to the 7th
Anti-Tank Regiment, 1st Canadian Corps. (Please see below for further details.)



4th Anti-Tank Regiment (5th (Armoured) Division) (1941 - 1945)

(Please see 5th (Armoured) Division below for further details.)

98th (Bruce) Anti-Tank Battery RCA
24th Anti-Tank Battery RCA
82nd Anti-Tank Battery RCA

6th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA (1941)

Headquarters 6th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment mobilized September 5th 1941 to be the 4th Divisional
Support Group Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment. However effective January 26th 1942 Headquarters 4th
Divisional Support Group was designated Headquarters 4th (Armoured) Divisional Artillery to comprise
the 15th Field Regiment, the 5th Anti-Tank Regiment and the 8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment.

112th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Lethbridge)
101st Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Moosomin)
30th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Toronto)

1st Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Ottawa)

The 6th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment, as a three battery regiment, assembed at Petawawa in February
1942. The 101st Light Anti-Aircraft Battery being reassigned to the 8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment.
(Please see above for details.) Between March and September the now three battery regiment served in
British Columbia helping to man Canada’s West Coast Defences returning to Petawawa before sailing for
the UK October 30th 1942 where effective March 6th 1943 the 6th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment became
the Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment of the 2nd Corps sailing for France in July 1944. (Please see 2nd
Canadian Corps Artillery below for further details.)

4th ARMOURED DIVISION formed January 1942
Artillery Components of the 4th Armoured Division 1942

15th Field Regiment RCA
S5th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA
8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA

15th Field Regiment RCA

New field artillery batteries were assigned to the 15th Field Regiment in the spring of 1941 the regiment
becoming a three battery Field Artillery Regiment in the 4th Divisional Support Group this being
redesignated as the 4th Armoured Division effective January 26th 1942. The three field batteries of the 15th
Field Regiment remaining with the 4th Armoured Division for the duration of WWIIL.

15th Field Regiment RCA

17th Field Battery RCA (Winnipeg) Mobilized effective January 1st 1941.

95th Field Battery RCA (Calgary) Mobilized effective May 10th 1941.

110th Field Battery RCA (Broadview, Saskatchewan) Mobilized effective May 10th 1941.

S5th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA

The 5th Anti-Tank Regiment mobilized September 5th 1941 with the 96th Anti-Tank Battery and the 65th
Anti-Tank Battery being joined January 26th 1942 by the 3rd Anti-Tank Battery, formerly the 3rd
(Gananoque) Field Battery. This had initially mobilized May 24th 1940 assigned to the 15th Field
Regiment as a the hyphenated 3rd/47th Battery. On gaining individual identity the battery moved to the
18th Field Regiment. As the establishment of an armoured division required only a single Field Artillery
Regiment Headquarters 18th Field Regiment was redesignated headquarters 2nd Medium Regiment RCA
and its batteries redistributed. Effective January 26th 1942 the 3rd (Gananoque) Field Battery was
converted to the 3rd Anti-Tank Battery RCA assigned to the 5th Anti-Tank Regiment.



5th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA

96th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Edmonton)
65th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Grenfell)
3rd Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Gananoque)

8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA

Effective January 26th 1942 Headquarters 16th Field Regiment was converted and redesignated as
Headquarters 8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment. The 70th and 102nd Batteries being converted to light
anti-aircraft batteries. Headquarters of the 18th Medium Battery was converted and redesignated
Headquarters 2nd Medium Regiment. The place of the 18th (Medium) Battery in the establishment of the
8th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery being taken by the 101st Light Anti-Aircraft Battery from Moosomin,
Saskatchewan this having mobilized effective September 5th 1941 as a component of the 6th Light
Ant-Aircraft Regiment, 4th Divisional Support Group. The 8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment embarked for
England August 9th 1942 arriving at Liverpool August 18th 1942.

8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment

70th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Brandon)
102nd Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Dundas)
101st Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Moosomin)

Artillery Components of the 4th (Armoured) Division 1943

To complete the establishment of the 4th Divisional Artillery a regiment of self propelled artillery, the 23rd
Field Regiment (Self-Propelled), was added in 1943.

15th Field Regiment RCA
23rd Field Regiment (Self Propelled) RCA
S5th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA
8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA

15th Field Regiment RCA

242-4-102  Title Red lettering with serifs woven through Royal-blue melton and black backing
cloth

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943
Photo not available at press time

242-4-104 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945



242-4-106  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine’ weave canvas

Blazer badge sewn below embroidered field gun

242-4-108 Title Gold wire ‘bullion’ woven through black melton and black backing cloth

For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix

16th Field Regiment, 4th (Armoured) Division January 1941 - 1942
Replacement batteries assigned to the 16th Field Regiment (1941 - 1942)

On the original four field batteries of the 16th Field Regiment being reassigned three new batteries were
allotted to the 16th Field Regiment. The 70th Field Battery (Brandon), the 102nd (Wentworth) Field
Battery and the 18th (Medium) Battery from Port Arthur these mobilizing as field artillery. Headquarters
16th Field Regiment RCA was converted and redesignated as Headquarters 8th Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment effective January 26th 1942. The batteries being converted to Light Anti-Aircraft Batteries on
the same date.

16th Field Regiment RCA

70th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA

102nd (Wentworth) Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA

18th Medium Battery RCA (Port Arthur) mobilized as the 18th Field Battery effective May 10th 1941
assigned to the 16th Field Regiment. On the conversion of the 16th Field Regiment to the 8th Light
Anti-Aircraft effective January 26th 1942 Headquarters the 18th Medium Regiment was detached and
redesignated Headquarters 2nd Medium Regiment. (A previous 2nd Medium Brigade RCA had been
formed September 1st 1939 with four batteries in June 1940 becoming the 2nd Medium Regiment being
converted and redesignated the 2nd (Heavy) Anti-Aircraft Regiment (Mobile) in May 1941. (Please see
below for further details.

16th FIELD REGIMENT was redesignated the 8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment January 26th 1942

No regimental pattern shoulder titles were produced for the 16th Field Regiment during its period of
operation. The only known shoulder title for the 16th Field Regiment is the late WWII Canadian made
pattern. All examples being encountered in new un-issued condition.

For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix

8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA (1942 - 1945)



Effective January 26th 1942 Headquarters 16th Field Regiment was redesignated Headquarters 8th Light
Anti-Aircraft Regiment. With the departure of the 18th Medium Battery to become Headquarters 2nd
Medium Regiment its place in the establishment of the 8th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery was taken by the
101st Light Anti-Aircraft Battery from Moosomin, Saskatchewan this had mobilized effective September
5th 1941 as a component of the 6th Light Ant-Aircraft Regiment, 4th Divisional Support Group. The 8th

Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment embarked for England August 9th 1942 arriving at Liverpool August 18th
1942.

8th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA

70th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Brandon)
102nd Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Dundas)
101st Light Anti-Aircraft Battery RCA (Moosomin)

101st Light Anti-Aircraft Battery

Rare early unit purchase ‘Battery’ flash.

242-4-110 Title Red chain stitch on Royal-blue felt through black cloth and paper backing

242-4-112  Title ‘Aldershot’ weave woven through balck melton and burlap backing



242-4-114 Title Large red lettering with serifs woven through black melton and white cloth
backing

42-4-116 Title Neat ‘Aldershot” weave woven through black melton and beige cloth backing

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943

242-4-118 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced 1944

242-4-120  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine’ weave canvas

For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix

23rd Field Regiment RCA (1942 - 1942)

The 23rd Field Regiment mobilized March 18th 1942 aligned with the 17th Brigade Group, 7th (Home
Defence) Division, Eastern Canada, located at Stellerton N.S.

23rd Field Regiment RCA

31st Field Battery RCA (Toronto) mobilized March 18th 1942.

36th Field Battery RCA (Cobourg) mobilized March 18th 1942

83rd Field Battery RCA Mobilized as a composite field battery from the Niagara region with batteries from
Hamilton. Brantford and St.Catharines March 18th 1942.



23rd Field Regiment (Self Propelled) RCA (1942 - 1943)

In October 1942 the 23rd Field Regiment RCA was withdrawn from the 7th (Home Defence) Division to
prepare for conversion to a self propelled field regiment for overseas service with the 4th Divisional
Artillery. A new Commanding Officer, Col. Lander returned from England where he had been the C.O. of
the 17th Field Regiment. Col. Lander considering the regiment to be, more or less, mounted and petitioned
Ottawa to re-name the regiment ‘Royal Canadian Horse Artillery’, ‘RCHA” titles being adopted. After the
arrival of the regiment in England in July 1943 the strong objection by the 1st Field Regiment, that wore
‘RCHA’ titles in perpetuation of their Permanent Force roots, saw these being replaced with ‘23rd RCA’
titles.

31st Field Battery (Self-Propelled) RCHA. Effective May 15th 1943 redesignated the 31st Battery (Self
Propelled) RCHA. Effective August 15th 1943 after arrival in the UK July 28th 1943 redesignated the 31st
Field Battery (Self Propelled) RCA.
36th Field Battery (Self-Propelled) RCHA. Effective May 15th 1943 redesignated the 36th Battery (Self
Propelled) RCHA. Effective August 15th 1943 after arrival in the UK July 28th 1943 redesignated the 36th
Field Battery (Self Propelled) RCA.
83rd Field Battery (Self-Propelled) RCHA. Effective May 15th 1943 redesignated the 83rd Battery (Self
Propelled) RCHA. Effective August 15th 1943 after arrival in the UK July 28th 1943 redesignated the 83rd
Field Battery (Self Propelled) RCA.

Canadian manufactured shoulder strap titles (With backing cloth)

242-4-122  Title Lettering with serifs woven through navy blue melton & white cheese cloth
backing

This is the pattern of shoulder strap title known to have been worn in Canada by the 23rd Field Regiment
RCHA between 1942 and 1943.

23rd Field Regiment (Self Propelled) RCA (1943 - 1945)

23rd Field Regiment (Self Propelled) RCA (1943 - 1945)
31st Field Battery (Self-Propelled) RCA.
36th Field Battery (Self-Propelled) RCA.
83rd Field Battery (Self-Propelled) RCA

UK manufactured titles



242-4-124  Title Red lettering with serifs woven through black melton with no backing cloth

242-4-126 Title Officers? Flat top 3 woven through Royal blue melton and white cloth backing

A ‘coarse’ weave printed canvas shoulder strap title is not currently reported.

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced 1944

242-4-128 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine” weave canvas

For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix

S5th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA 1941

The 5th Anti-Tank Regiment mobilized September 5th 1941 with the 96th Anti-Tank Battery and the 65th
Anti-Tank Battery being joined by the 3rd Anti-Tank Battery, formerly the 3rd (Gananoque) Field Battery.
This had initially mobilized May 24th 1940 assigned to the 15th Field Regiment as a the hyphenated
3rd/47th Battery. On gaining individual identity the battery moved to the 18th Field Regiment. As the
establishment of an armoured division required only a single Field Artillery Regiment Headquarters 18th
Field Regiment was redesignated headquarters 2nd Medium Regiment RCA and its batteries redistributed.
The 25th Field Battery RCA being designated the 25th Medium Battery RCA remained with 2nd Medium
Regiment this being joined by the 18th Medium Battery (from the 16th Field Regiment). The §7th Field
Battery was designated the 87th Medium Battery RCA and reassigned to the 3rd Medium Regiment. The
3rd (Gananoque) Field Battery was converted to 3rd Anti-Tank Battery RCA and assigned to the 5th
Anti-Tank Regiment (5th Armoured Division.)

5th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA

96th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Edmonton)
65th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Grenfell)
3rd Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Gananoque)



242-4-130  Title Large lettering with serifs woven through black melton and black cloth backing

The three battery 5th Anti-Tank Regiment arrived in England June 13th 1942. Effective January 1st 1943 a
fourth battery, the 14th Anti-Tank Battery formed in England and added to the establishment.

5th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA

96th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Edmonton)

65th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Grenfell)

3rd Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Gananoque)

14th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Formed from surplus gunners in the UK.)

UK manufactured titles
242-4-132  Title Tall lettering with serifs woven through black melton and black cloth backing

242-4-124 Title Red block lettering woven through thick navy blue melton and black backing
cloth

A ‘coarse’ weave printed canvas shoulder strap title is not currently reported.



‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced 1944

242-4-136  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine” weave canvas

For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix

5th Canadian (Armoured) Division

A request from the British Government that the fourth division dispatched to the UK during 1941 be an
Armoured Division saw the formation of the 4th (Infantry) Division put on hold and the formation of the
Ist Armoured Division initiated. A number of units from the 4th Divisional Support Group were reassigned
to the new division. Headquarters 1st Canadian Armoured Division was placed on active service effective
February 27th 1941. The division comprising of two armoured brigades, an armoured car regiment and an
artillery support group. Effective June 5th 1941 to prevent the confusion caused by the similarities in the
designations of the 1st Canadian Division and 1st Canadian Armoured Division the latter was redesignated
the 5th Canadian (Armoured) Division.

1st Canadian Armoured Division Support Group
February 27th 1941 - June 5th 1941

The 1st Canadian Armoured Division Support Group assembled at camp Petawawa during the spring of
1941. The 17th Field Regiment and the 4th Anti-Tank Regiment arrived from the 4th Divisional Support
Group and three batteries made surplus on the January 1st 1941 reorganization of the hyphenated field from
the 15th and 16th Field Batteries to form the 5th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment.

5th Canadian (Armoured) Division Support Group
June 5th 1941 - January 1st 1943

Effective June 5th the Ist Canadian Armoured Division was redesignated the 5th Canadian (Armoured)
Division. The 5th Division sailing for the United Kingdom during October and November 1941. Effective
January 1st 1943 the 5th Canadian (Armoured) Divisional Support Group was designated the S5th
Divisional Artillery.

17th Field Regiment RCA

60th Field Battery (Aneroid, Saskatchewan)

76th Field Battery (Portage La Prairie, Manitoba)
37th Field Battery (Indian Head, Saskatchewan)

4th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA

98th (Bruce) Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Port Elgin)
49th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Toronto)

82nd Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Gaspe)

5th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA

41st Anti-Aircraft Battery (Simcoe). Previously with the 15th Field Regiment

47th Anti-Aircraft Battery (Napanee). Previously with the 15th Field Regiment

88th Anti-Aircraft Battery (Dartmouth NS). Previously with the 16th Field Regiment

The 5th Division sailed for the Mediterranean over October and November 1943. To complete the
establishment of the 5th Divisional Artillery the 8th Field Regiment (Self-Propelled) RCA was added
effective October 18th 1943 this joining the 5th Divisional Artillery in Italy December 22nd 1943.



Artillery Components Sth Divisional Artillery December 1943

17th Field Regiment RCA
8th Field Regiment (Self-Propelled) RCA
4th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA
Sth Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA

17th Field Regiment 1940 - 1941

The 17th Field Regiment RCA mobilized effective May 24th 1940 assigned to the 4th Divisional Support
Group the regiment was unique in the fact that it mobilized with just three field batteries during the period
of hyphenated batteries.

17th Field Regiment RCA
60th/76th Field Batteries RCA
37th Field Battery RCA

Effective January 1st 1941 the hyphenated battery gained individual identity and effective February 27th
1941 the 17th Field Regiment was withdrawn from the 4th Divisional Support Group and assigned to the
st (Armoured) Division Support Group, this being designated the Sth Armoured Division Support Group
June 5th 1941 and the 5th Divisional Artillery January 1st 1943. In the 4th Divisional Support Group the
place of the 17th Field Regiment was replaced with the 18th Field Regiment. The 17th Field Regiment
RCA arrived in the United Kingdom in November 1941.

17th Field Regiment RCA

60th Field Battery RCA (Anaroid)

76th Field Battery RCA (Indian Head)

37th Field Battery RCA (Portage La Prairie)

242-5-102  Title ‘Aldershot weave lettering woven through faded blue and beige burlap backing

242-5-104 Title Red lettering, with serif on ‘1’ woven through thick black melton and black
backing



‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943
Photo not available at press time

242-5-106 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945
Photo not available at press time
242-5-108 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine’ weave canvas

For demobilization pattern titles please see Appendix

8th Field Regiment (Self-Propelled) RCA (October 1943 - 1945)
(Headquarters mobilized as the 4th Canadian Army Field Brigade RCA September 1st 1939)

The 8th Army Field Regiment RCA mobilized without guns as Headquarters 4th Canadian Army Field
Brigade RCA September Ist 1939 as Corps Troops aligned with the 2nd Canadian Division. The 4th Field
Army Brigade RCA was assigned the following four batteries arriving in the UK February 8th 1940 .

61st Field Battery RCA (Edmonton)
107th Field Battery RCA (Cranbrook)
113th Field Battery RCA (Regina)
71st Field Battery (H) RCA (Brandon)

Effective February 12th 1940 the designation was changed from the 4th Army Field Brigade RCA to the
8th Army Field Regiment and its four batteries amalgamated into two hyphenated batteries.

8th Army Field Regiment (February 12th 1940 - January 1st 1941)

61st/107th Field Battery RCA
113th/71st Battery RCA

Effective January 1st 1941 the Field Regiments of the Divisional Artillery were re-organized from two
hyphenated batteries each of twelve guns to three individual batteries each of eight guns. On becoming
surplus to regimental requirements the 113th Field Battery was converted to an anti-tank battery assigned to
the 7th Anti-Tank Regiment, 1st Corps Artillery in December 1941.

8th Army Field Regiment (January 1st 1941 October 18th 1943)

61st Field Battery RCA (Edmonton)
107th Field Battery RCA (Cranbrook)
71st Field Battery (H) RCA (Brandon)

Effective October 18th 1943 on being assigned to the 5th Armoured Divisional Artillery Headquarters 8th
Army Field Regiment was redesignated the 8th Field Regiment (Self-Propelled) and its batteries converted
to self-propelled batteries.




242-5-110 Title Neat lettering woven through navy blue melton and black backing
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242-5-112 Title Red lettering woven through black melton and beige backing

Officers

242-5-114 Title Red lettering with serifs woven through Royal-blue melton and beige backing




242-5-116  Title Red lettering with serifs woven through black melton and white backing
8th FIELD REGIMENT (SELF-PROPELLED) (October 18th 1943 - 1945)

61st Field Battery (Self-Propelled) RCA
107th Field Battery (Self-Propelled) RCA
71st Field Battery (Self-Propelled) RCA

The regiment joined the 5th (Armoured) Division, 1st Canadian Corps in Italy December 22nd 1943
serving there until this moved to North West Europe to join 1st Canadian Army for the final battles against
the Nazi Forces until their surrender May 8th 1945.

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943

242-5-118 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945

242-5-120 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine” weave canvas
242-21-376 Title Medium block lettering woven through black melton and black cloth backing

The above example is the only known 8 RCA title encountered in used condition and is believed to have
been worn by the post WWII 8th Field Regiment from Hamilton prior to the adoption of the 1946 ‘narrow’
pattern titles.

Blazer badge ?
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242-5-122  Title Gold wire ‘Bullion’ on black melton, beige backing cloth covered with black
paper

242-21-376 Title Medium block lettering woven through black melton and black cloth backing
The above example is the only known 8 RCA title encountered in used condition and is believed to have
either been worn by the post WWII 8th Field Regiment from Hamilton prior to the adoption of the 1946
‘narrow’ pattern titles or by a collector adding the title to a Battledress blouse..

4th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA

The 4th Anti-Tank Regiment Mobilized effective May 24th 1940 as a four battery regiment assigned to the
4th Divisional Artillery.

4th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA May 24th 1940
98th (Bruce) Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Port Elgin)
49th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Toronto)

82nd Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Gaspe)

104th Anti-Tank battery RCA (Fredericton)

Effective February 27th 1941 on the conversion of the 4th Divisional Support Group to the 1st (Armoured)
Divisional Support Group the 4th Anti-Tank Regiment moved to the ‘new’ division as a three battery
regiment. Becoming surplus the 104th Anti-Tank Battery became an independent battery sailing for the UK
April 10th 1941. The 104th Anti-Tank Battery was assigned to the 7th Anti-Tank Regiment on its
formation in the UK July 25th 1941 as the anti-tank regiment of the (1st) Canadian Corps.



4th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA February 27th 1941
98th (Bruce) Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Port Elgin)
49th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Toronto)

82nd Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Gaspe)

242-5-124 Title Red lettering with serifs woven through black melton and black backing cloth

Officers?

242-5-126  Title Red ‘Aldershot” weave on Royal blue melton and white canvas backing
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The 4th Anti-Tank Regiment arrived in the UK October 17th 1941 where effective January 1st 1943 the
composition of the Anti-Tank Regiments was again altered from three to four batteries, the regiment being
assigned the 16th Anti-Tank this a composite battery formed from surplus personnel in England.

4th Anti-Tank Regiment RCA January 1st 1943

98th (Bruce) Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Port Elgin)

49th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Toronto)

82nd Anti-Tank Battery RCA (Gaspe)

16th Anti-Tank Battery RCA (A composite battery formed in England mobilized January 1st 1943)

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943
Photo not available at press time

242-5-128 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945



242-5-130  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine’ weave canvas

S5th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA (February 27th 1941)

Headquarters Sth Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA was authorized effective February 27th 1941 as the
light anti-aircraft regiment for the Ist (Armored) Division. The regiment was formed from three batteries
previously mobilized as field batteries assigned to the 4th Infantry these being converted to light
anti-aircraft batteries.

41st Light Anti-Aircraft Battery (Simcoe) (Formerly 41st Field Battery 15th Field Regiment)
47th (Napanee) Light Anti-Aircraft Battery (Formerly 47th (Napanee) Field Battery 15th Field Regiment)
88th Light Anti-Aircraft Battery (Dartmouth) (Formerly 88th Field Battery 16th Field Regiment)

The regiment embarked for the UK September 19th 1941, the first element of the 5th Divisional Artillery to
do so. After its arrival the regiment proceeded to Colchester for training under the 1st Canadian
Anti-Aircraft Brigade being assigned to ADGB (Air Defence of Great Britain) sites in Southern England.
The regiment, as a component of the 5th Divisional Artillery, sailed for the Mediterranean October 27th
1943.

242-5-132  Title Red lettering with serifs woven through black melton and black cloth backing

242-5-134 Title Red block lettering without serifs woven through black melton and black
backing

‘Coarse’ weave printed canvas introduced January 1943



Photo not available at press time

242-5-136  Title Red lettering printed on black ‘coarse’ weave canvas

‘Fine’ weave printed canvas introduced February 1945

242-5-138 Title Red lettering printed on black ‘fine” weave canvas



