In Memoriam

Albert Conrad Hing

MCC of C Honourary Life Member #H012
(July 6, 1925 - June 26, 2022)

On June 25, 2022, the Military Collectors’ Club of Canada lost Life Member #H009 Albert Conrad Hing, the last of
the Club’s founding members and the Club’s second ever fourth 10-Year Bar recipient.

Albert was born July 6, 1925, in Ayr, Australia. Following graduation from high school, at age 17, Albert enlisted in
the Royal Australia Air Force (RAAF) July 7, 1942 and served over three years in the Pacific Theatre as a Leading
Aircraftsman servicing fighter and bomber aircraft. With demobilization, Albert was honourably discharged from
the RAAF May 29, 1946 and in early 1947 emigrated to Canada taking a job with the agricultural workers program
in Swift Current, Saskatchewan and then finally settling in Lethbridge, Alberta taking a job with the Canadian
Pacific Railway at the Lethbridge rail yards, the start of his 38 year career with the railway.
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Albert in the Pacific posing on a battle damaged Submarine Spitfire

Apparently, Albert wasn’t done with military service and on May 13, 1948 he enlisted in the Non-Permanent Active
Militia of Canada in Lethbridge, Alberta with the 140%™ L.A.D. (C) Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers (RCEME) serving untill discharge on May 30, 1949. He reenlisted on October 4, 1950 in the Canadian
Army (Militia) in Lethbridge, Alberta with the 33 Field Park Squadron, Royal Canadian Engineers (redesignated the
33 Field Squadron September 12, 1954). Albert would serve with the 33™ over the next 21 years with promotions
to Sapper and Lance Corporal and was a Piper in the 33™ Squadron’s band from 1958 through 1965. In May of
1968 he was transferred to the 8 Field Engineers, 18" Field Regiment, promoted to Corporal and served until
discharged May 31, 1971



As is the case with many veterans that research and collect militaria, Albert’s exposure to our hobby was also
influenced by his military service. Albert, with an interest in military history and artifacts, began collecting medals,
insignia and photos during the war and continued to research and collect throughout his life. His passion, acts of
valour and chivalry , the stories behind the recipients and their related medals and awards. Over time Albert was
to become a renowned expert in Commonwealth Orders, Decorations and Awards and amassed an extensive and
impressive collection. Numerous Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) and Military Medal (MM) groups have passed
through Albert’s hands.

Beginning in his early membership years, Albert began collecting for his project “Famous Chests” which included
contacting each living individual for an image, signature and any additional info they would provide. As time
passed this lifelong project bore fruit and as the notoriety of Albert’s project and effort grew, the list of responding
individuals became truly impressive.

Albert was a “Military Collector's Club” founding members in 1963. In October of 1965 the Club was renamed The
Military Collectors’ Club of Canada. At start-up in 1963 and through 1964 the Club issued membership numbers to
Edmontonians while out of town members were separately listed as associate members. In the spring of 1965, the
associate list was appended to the membership list resulting in Albert’s new listing as member #33.

Albert had maintained a 60-year membership in support of the Club, was eligible for and received the 15-Year Long
Service Medal; was the second member in the Club’s history to receive a fourth 10-Year Bar to the 15-Year Long
Service Medal; was awarded The Gold Badge for Distinguished Service in Calgary March 25, 2016 and on April 14,
2017 Albert was presented as Honourary Life Member #H012 at the 2017 Convention in Calgary, Alberta.

With a busy CP Rail schedule, Albert managed to participate as an exhibitor at annual shows and conventions
hosted in Alberta including the Clubs very first Convention Show in Edmonton in 1965. His quality exhibits earned
several awards including a 1st — (Class 4 - Orders & Decorations 1965 in Edmonton); 3rd - Class 7 — (Miscellaneous
Militaria and Presidents Cup 1968 in Edmonton); 1st — (Class 3 - Orders & Decorations) and 3rd — (Class 7 -
Miscellaneous Militaria and Presidents Cup 1970 in Calgary); Bronze Cross in Edmonton 1977, Gold Cross in
Edmonton 1988 and a Bronze Cross in Calgary 2006.

Albert was also a long-time member of the Orders and Medals Society of America (OMSA), the Orders and Medals
Research Society (OMRS) and the Canadian Legion (General Stewart Branch #4 in Lethbridge).

On behalf of the Club’s Executive and membership, | would like to offer condolences to daughters Elizabeth and
Brawnwynn and the Hing family and acknowledge Albert’s WW!II military service, his interest in and passion for
military history and his support of our Club and hobby.

1939-1945 Star, 1939-1945 Pacific Star, Defence Medal, War Medal 1939-1945, Australian Service Medal 1939-1945,
Canadian Centennial Medal (1967), Queen Elizabeth Il Silver Jubilee Medal (1977), Queen Elizabeth Il Coronation Medal 1953,
Canadian Forces Decoration (CD) with two Bars.

Respectfully submitted by Martin Urquhart #3406



