In Memoriam

Alejandro “Alex” Manuel de Quesada
MCC of C Member #3470
October 18, 1964 - April 30, 2024

Alejandro with his MCC of C Silver Badge awarded April 15, 2022

On April 30, 2024, the Military Collectors’ Club of Canada, lost long time Member #3470, Alejandro de Quesada. A
tremendous loss to The Company of Military Historians and the American Association of Arms Collectors as well.
To members of our hobby and within the military antique firearms community in North America, Alejandro, and to
those who knew him well Alex, was one of our most well-known and respected researchers and collectors.

Alex joined the MCC of C, April 3, 2015, membership #3470, maintained a ten-year membership in support of the
Club and was awarded the Club’s Silver Badge for Distinguished Service on April 15, 2022 for his lifelong
contributions to our hobby through his research, collection and documentation of military material. Alex was
instrumental in the negotiations with the MCC of C’s Secretary-Treasurer to have the Company of Military Historians
become a Reciprocal Member of the MCC of C.

But Alex’s interest in military history came to him much earlier. Alex’s father Alejandro Marcelo, a major influence
throughout his life, shared with his son his love of books and history. This sharing would eventually propel Alex to be
a historian, maintain a vast archives and collection and author numerous books and articles.

Alex’s passion for military history emerged in high school when he was introduced to the world of Civil War
reenacting. He began attending and participating in reenactments, juggling schedules and travel during and after his
college years at Emory University in Atlanta (BA History) and Graduate Studies at the University of Southern Florida.
Membership in The Company of Military Historians would follow. All the while, in support of Alex’s activities, his
father would attend his reenactments and the Companies annual meetings.

As for “The Company of Military Historians”(CMH). The Company is a globally renowned organization of professional
and amateur historians, curators, and collectors tasked with preserving the material military culture of the Americas
from pre-Columbian America through the War of Terror. Alex’s true service to our hobby was through his long-term
involvement with the CMH, the backdrop for his years of researching, collecting and interpreting.



Alex joined the Company in 1996, was voted a Fellow in 2002 and elected to serve as the Company’s Vice President
for Administration. He served in this position for 22 years; the longest serving vice president officer in the
Company’s 75 year history. For service within the CMH, Alex had been awarded the following: Fellowship 2003,
Commendation Award 2009, Distinguished Service Award 2010 and a Founder's Award 2015. Alex was to be
presented with the Company’s Distinguished Service Award with Star in 2024, at the Company’s Annual Meeting on
May 25, 2025 but the award was presented posthumously. In addition, Alex, a prolific educational exhibitor, had
been the recipient of the Miller Award, the Company’s Annual Convention Exhibition Best of Show, in 2002, 2003,
2004 and 2007.

Over the years Alex’s passion for military history, research and collecting militaria flourished and his vast knowledge
of military history, uniforms, equipment, arms and business sense would bare fruit. He was now one of a handful of
highly respected consultants sought out for his knowledge and collection of uniforms, equipment and antique
weapons. Consults led to the creation of ADEQ Historical Archives Inc., Tampa, Florida, USA (1999-present), an
archive and historical consultancy for museums and film productions including consults and appearances in period
films such as Gettysburg and Glory. In addition, a fascination with gadgets, technology and in particular an interest in
firearms developments would lead Alex into starting his own firearms manufacturing business AdeQ Firearms
Company in Tampa, Florida in 2010, specializing in custom made arms with some military contracts but mostly to
enforcement agencies.

In 2000, Alex enlisted in the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary (USCGA) and was appointed Historian for the
Seventh United States Coast Guard Auxiliary District, serving with distinction through 2010, while greatly expanding
his interest areas.

Alex became a prolific writer of military history and military uniform books, a direct reflection of his father. Alex was
a leading authority on Latin and Colonial American subjects, had written and submitted to journals and periodicals
over 100 articles, including 47 in the CMH Journal, and had published over 37 books, including 15 for Osprey
Publishing, on several topics of military history and items of material culture.

Finally, within the year before his passing, Alex was invested into the American Society of Arms Collectors (ASAC),
founded in 1953 for persons interested in the collection, research, study, and preservation of arms, armor, and
accessories. A highly revered society with membership by invitation only and limited to a maximum of 250 active
members.

On behalf of the Club’s Executive and membership, | would like to offer condolences to Alejandro’s daughter
Caroline Grace de Quesada, his mother Graciela, his brother Carlos and the de Quesada family and acknowledge, his
interest in and passion for military history and artifacts, Military uniforms, equipment and antique firearms. Our
hobby has lost a true champion.

As for me, | was honoured to nominate Alex for the Club’s Silver Badge for Distinguished Service and deliver it to
him. With a lifetime of researching, collecting, writing and publishing it is hard to not come across, purchase or
otherwise use him in reference. Alex was a kind and generous man who openly shared his collecting knowledge and
expertise with others. A life well lived entwined with his support of our hobby. He surely will be missed...

| will miss you, my friend!

Respectively submitted by Martin Urquhart (3406)



