In Memoriam

Estes “Gale” Hawkes, Captain USAF (Ret.)

MCC of C Member #H009
(March 29, 1926 - February 20, 2022)

On February 20, 2022, the Military Collectors’ Club of Canada lost long time Life Member #H009, Estes “Gale”
Hawkes.

Gale was born March 29, 1926 and raised in Shelly, Idaho. He left high school on his 17th birthday to enlist in the
US Navy in 1943. He joined the war in the Pacific, serving on destroyers, and landed Marines at Tarawa in
November 1943.

He was a civilian briefly after the war, working for Capitol Records in Los Angeles and re-enlisted, this time in the
U.S. Army Air Corps, following the path to the Air Force when that service began. He rose from enlisted to officer,
taking his family overseas to Great Britain and Norway, countries and people he fell in love with, and served in
Vietnam in 1965. He retired from the Air Force in 1966 with five Air Force Commendation Medals, a record at the
time, and went to work for Boeing in Seattle, Washington.

Gale’s exposure to our hobby, definitely influenced by his military service, commenced in the mid 1960’s and
continuing throughout his life. What began as an interest in military history, developed into an interest in Valour
and a passion for related medals and awards. Over time Gale was to become a renowned expert in early British
military medals, particularly those issued to men who fought in the world-wide war against Napoleon. His interest
and expertise did not go unnoticed and over the years the three major British auction houses: Spink, Christies, and
Dix, Noonan, and Webb offered Gale positions as their U.S. representative.

The Hawkes were huge supporters of The Military Collectors Club of Canada (MCC of C) and The Orders & Medals
Society of America (OMSA) and were well known and liked welcoming fixtures at numerous local and annual shows
and events.

Gale joined the MCC of C in the winter of 1966, membership #152, and maintained a 54-year membership in
support of the Club. Over the period of his service, he had the unique record of serving in every Club capacity
(except President) as follows: Secretary- Treasurer 1971-72, Journal Editor 1975, Vice President 1984 and Executive
Member - US Representative 1987-2002.



Gale was eligible for and received the 15-Year Long Service Medal and three 10-Year Bars to the 15-Year Long
Service Medal; was awarded Merit Bars in 1971, 1973, 1977, 1992, was awarded The Gold Badge for Distinguished
Service July 1, 1998 and on August 22, 2003 Gale was voted and named Honourary Life Member #H009 becoming
the first non-Canadian to be so honoured. This honour was presented to Gale by Jack Boddington #H001 at the
2003 OMSA Convention in Philadelphia, PA, USA

Gale’s contributions to the Club were not limited to his membership and executive service. Gale participated
extensively as an exhibitor at annual conventions. His quality exhibits resulted in “Best of Show” awards in 1970,
1971, 1973 and 1979, “Court of Honour” awards in 1972, Bronze 1975, Silver 1976, 1988 and Gold 1977, 1978,

Gale was also a long-time member of The Orders & Medals Society of America (OMSA), Member #490, and in 2004
was bestowed with the Society’s Meritorious Service Medal (MSM) in 2004, an award richly deserved.

One cannot assess Gale’s passion for and participation in our hobby without acknowledging his wife, Joy. In
support of our Club and Gale’s hobby, Joy joined the MCC of C in the Winter of 1969 and continued attending
conventions and events. Joy and Gale were a fixture at MCC of C and OMSA Conventions and remembered fondly
as supportive of new and younger members.

Gale will be remembered by those who knew and loved him for his humor, generosity, and kindness. He will be
sadly missed in the close-knit militaria collecting community and if his life has touched yours, please raise a glass of
red in recognition of his humor, generosity, and kindness.

On behalf of the Club’s Executive and membership, | would like to offer condolences to Gale’s brother DelRay, his
son Gary (GW) and the Hawkes family and acknowledge Gale's military service, his interest in and passion for
military history and his support of our Club and hobby.

£ = -
Airforce Commendation Medal with 4 Oakleaf Clusters, Army Commendation Medal, Navy Commendation Medal with Valour, Army Good
Conduct Medal with 3 Knot Clasp, American Campaign Medal, Pacific Campaign Medal with 4 Campaign Stars, European-African-Middle
Eastern Campaign Medal, World War 1l Victory medal, National Defence Service Medal with Bronze Star, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal
with Bronze Star, Vietnam Service Medal and Airforce Reservist Medal with 10-Year Hourglass Device.

Respectfully submitted by Martin Urquhart #3406



