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On August 2, 2022, the Military Collectors’ Club of Canada and the Edmonton Chapter lost long time Member #3164, John 
Malcolm McEwen. John was born December 17, 1940 in Montreal and raised in Edmonton Alberta. 
 
John, a graduate of the University of Alberta with BEd and MEd degrees, was a teacher with Edmonton Public Schools for 32 
years, with his last 19 at Old Scona Academic School (“Old Scona”), teaching, conducting, and directing fine and performing arts 
productions. Old Scona was a special place for John because his mother and family had attended the old school too. John retired 
from teaching in 1996. 
 
John's passions were education, the arts, music, vintage vehicles, and military history. He was a teacher, mentor, writer, singer, 
conductor, organizer, exhibitor, and appraiser. He was an avid collector of classic automobiles, motorcycles and military 
memorabilia. John with his wife Nelly shared adventures travelling extensively in Canada, the United States, and Europe. 
 
Cars and motorcycles were a big part of John's life, evidenced by having owned over 300 vehicles including over 100 
motorcycles. He and his family participated in annual automotive rallies, international antique auto meets and local car and 
motorcycle shows. In 1979, John opened Collectables, registered and licensed by the City of Edmonton, which specialized in 
buying and selling vintage automobiles and militaria. 
 
John joined the MCC of C in the spring 0f 2002, membership #3164, and maintained a 21-year membership in support of the 
Club. John was eligible for and received the 15-Year Long Service Medal. John participated extensively as an exhibitor at annual 
conventions. John’s quality exhibits resulted in a “Best of Show” award in Edmonton 2014; Gold Crosses in Calgary 2002, 
Edmonton 2003 and Winnipeg in 2004 (incidentally his first three MCC of C exhibits) and Silver Crosses in Calgary 2006 and 
Edmonton 2018. 
 
John was also a long-time member of The Orders & Medals Society of America (OMSA), Member #6930. John exhibited at 
several conventions with the quality of his exhibits evidenced by his awards including a Best of Show in 2004 in his 1st show; a 
Peoples Choice Award and the S.G. “Yash” Yasinitsky Founder’s Award in 2014; an OMSA Seminar Speaker Table Medal in 2006; 
Gold Exhibit Medals in 2004, 2010, 2014; Silver Exhibit Medals in 2006, 2010, 2013 and Bronze Exhibit Medals, one in 2004 and 
two in 2006. In 2005 he received the Alberta Centennial Medal. 
 
John was the associate editor of “Army Motors”; the Journal of the Military Vehicle Collector's Club, precursor to the Military 
Vehicle Preservation Association which he also belonged to. He restored his military pride and joy a 1971 M38A1 Jeep built for 
the Canadian military. 
 



On behalf of the Club’s Executive and membership, I would like to offer condolences to John’s wife Nelly, sister Margaret, 
daughter Meredith, and the McEwen family and acknowledge John’s interest in, passion for and knowledge of Canadian military 
history, artifacts and how he supported our Club and hobby. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Martin Urquhart #3406 


