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MCC of C - 2019 CONVENTION CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Submitted by Martin Urquhart #3406 

The MCC of C’s 2019 56th Annual Convention was held in Calgary on Saturday 
and Sunday, March 30th and 31st, 2019. The Exhibition and Bourse were 
conducted in conjunction with the Alberta Arms and Cartridge Collectors 
(AACCA) 57th Annual Spring Arms Show, Saturday and Sunday at the 
Calgary Stampede’s Bank of Montreal (BMO) Centre. The AGM Dinner, 
Awards and Auction Events were held Saturday evening in the Heritage Room 
at the Hotel Blackfoot. 

The AACCA’s Annual Easter Show is typically held during the Easter weekend 
with setup Thursday and the Show on Friday and Saturday. Due to a one-time 
schedule conflict, the 2019 iteration scheduled for April 18-20 was moved to 
March 29-31. 

FRIDAY March 29, 2019 
Friday of the MCC of C Convention and AACCA’s Spring Arms Show weekend 
was setup day. With over 1,000 tables booked for the AACCA Show and the 
MCC of C event venue awaiting setup, participants were guaranteed a lively 
and at times chaotic day. 

The day began with the setup of the Heritage Room at the Hotel Blackfoot for 
the evening’s events, completed by Martin and his wife Gail between 7:00 
a.m. and 1:00 p.m. At the BMO Centre, bourse and exhibition registrants
began lining up before 10:00 a.m. for a 2:00 p.m. registration and venue
opening.

Those that arrived early were rewarded with quick entry and an early setup 
completion allowing ample time for catching up and early wheeling and 
dealing. 
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SATURDAY March 30, 2019 
EXHIBITION 
For members with bourse tables and/or displays, their day began with 
completing table preparations for the public opening at 09:30 a.m. Judging of 
MCC of C displays entered under juried consideration was conducted 
between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon. To the panel of three judges, Don 
Klancher, George Kush and Ted Macleod, and all the entrants, congratulations 
on a job well done. The list of winners appears later in this article. 

Day one of the event opened at 9:30 a.m. with just over 1,000 tables and by 
closing at 5:00 p.m., over 4,000 attendees. Bourse and exhibitor display 
activity was brisk with all our members reporting good sales and a great 
interest in their displays. It seems that despite the current state of the 
economy, vendors and the public chose to continue attending and supporting 
this event. 

EVENING’S EVENTS 
The evening’s events began at 6:00 p.m. with the opening of the Blackfoot 
Hotel’s Heritage Room for our Meet & Greet. Attendees were welcomed upon 
their arrival to an open bar and Live and Silent Auction items tastefully 
displayed on tables at the head and sides of the room providing atmosphere. 

Dinner service began at 6:30 p.m. and once again the Hotel Blackfoot Catering 
Supervisor Scott Garrioch and his staff prepared great food and provided 
outstanding service. Many thanks to Scott and his staff who run a first-class 
department. The evening was off to a great start and would only get better. 

GREETINGS 
The evenings program commenced at 6:45 p.m. with Convention Chairman 
Martin Urquhart welcoming all Delegates and Guests and thanking them for 
their participation in support of our Club. This was followed by President Doug 
Styles’ welcome, remarks and a toast to the Queen. 

IN MEMORIAM 
The program continued with our In Memoriam 2018 segment. President Doug 
Styles asked the attendees to take a moment to pay tribute to the members 
of our Club who passed away in 2018-2019 and proceeded to acknowledge 
the passing of following members: 

H008 John Thyen, MB 
0187 Wyn van der Schee, 
ON 2852 Hugh Crawford, ON 

December 17, 2018 
January 2, 2019 
February 26, 2019 
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Acknowledgement was followed by a minute of silence and then a toast 
proposed by Doug with “Let’s raise our glasses in a toast to fellowship and 
friends no longer with us”. 

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Following a brief break, Doug Styles called the room to order at 7:06 pm, the 
2019 AGM was conducted and adjourned at 7:21 pm. (The AGM Minutes with 
applicable Executive Board Reports are included elsewhere). 

 2019 MCC of C AWARDS CEREMONY 
At 8:00 pm, Convention Chairman, Martin Urquhart, opened the evening’s 
awards presentation segment. 

2019 EXHIBITION AWARDS 
Martin began by acknowledging and thanking the three judges, Don Klancher, 
George Kush and Ted MacLeod, who enthusiastically accepted the task. He 
then acknowledged and thanked the members who exhibited displays with 
President Doug Styles awarding all with Military Collectors’ Club of Canada 
2019 Convention Exhibitor Certificates of Appreciation 

Highlights include the fact that all five displays entered under juried 
consideration were awarded a Judges Standard Gold Cross. Although there 
were only five displays, I am not sure there has ever been an event where 
all displays judged achieved the Gold Standard. 

Judges’ Standard Awards 
The following judging standards were awarded based on the Judges’ 
combined scores and the standard achieved. 

The five (5) Gold Medals were presented as follows: 

- To Alan Kerr, with a score of 269, for his display
“Canada Angels of Mercy - Nurses in Times of Peril 1885 - 1945”

- To Alan Mackenzie, with a score of 268, for his display

“Rhodesia UDI 1965 - 1980”
- To Martin Urquhart, with a score of 255, for his display

“The US Cavalry Fighting Mounted in WW1 and WW2”
- To Trevor McAllister, with a score of 252, for his display,

“Historically Significant Firearms”
- To Doug Styles with a score of 251, for his display

“Accident, Suicide or Murder?”
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2019 Display Exhibitors with MCC of C Exhibitors Certificates of Appreciation. 

Best of Awards 
The following Best of Awards were presented based on the top three Judges 
combined scores and the display award categories. Of note, only one point 
separated the Best of Show from the Best of Theme. 

Best Canadian Medallion presented to Doug Styles for his display 
“Accident, Suicide or Murder?” 
Best of Theme Medallion presented to Alan Mackenzie for his display 

“Rhodesia UDI 1965 - 1980” 
The Jack Boddington Best of Show Award presented to Allan Kerr for his 
display “Canada Angels of Mercy - Nurses in Times of Peril 1885 - 1945”. 
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Doug Styles accepting his Best Canadian Medallion. 

Doug Styles display “Accident, Suicide or Murder?”, selected MCC of C 
2019 Best Canadian 
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Alan Mackenzie accepting his Best of Theme Medallion 

Alan Mackenzie’s display “Rhodesia UDI 1965 - 1980”, selected 
MCC of C 2019 - Best of Theme.
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President Doug Styles presenting Allan Kerr with the 2019 
Jack Boddington Best of Show Award. 

Allan Kerr’s display “Canada Angels of Mercy - Nurses in Times of Peril 1885 - 1945”, 
Selected MCC of C 2019 - Jack Boddington Best in Show. 
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NATIONAL AWARDS 

All Club awards were conducted in accordance with the Club’s bylaws. 
Recipients not present were informed of their award and had their award 
items and certificates forwarded to them by the Secretary/Treasurer. 

President Doug Styles on behalf of the Club’s Membership and Executive, 
commenced with the presentation of the National Club’s awards. The 2019 
recipients and presentation of their awards were as follows: 

Long Service Awards (Instituted 1993): 
We rarely get a chance to acknowledge a member’s long service at a Conven- 
tion. We were once again lucky, as this year, two members who had recently 
requested Long Service Awards were present. The following two members 
were presented with Awards as follows: 

Teri Jane Bryant - #3250   15 Year Long Service Medal, for achieving 15 years 
of continuous membership. 

Harry Troche - #1887 2nd Bar to the 15 Year Long Service Medal, for 
achieving 35 years of continuous membership. 

Merit Bar (instituted 1966) Merit Medal (instituted 2010): 
Nine (9) members were nominated and vetted. Eight (8) were approved by 
the Executive Board as follows: 

Fred Goldring - #3519 Merit Medal for service to the Club and the 
Edmonton Chapter including Secretary/Treasurer. 

Nicolas Beck - #3442 Merit Medal for service to the Club as Journal 
Editor the last five years (2014 - 2018). 

Jim Neathway - #3259 Merit Medal for service to the Edmonton Chapter, 
as Chairman and the Chapter’s Coordinator for 
Redwater AB’s - CFB Edmonton Freedom of the 
City Day and Redwater Museum Consultant. 

John Redmond - #2271 Merit Medal for service as the Curator 15th Field 
Artillery Regiment Museum, RCA, Vancouver 
(2010-2018). 

John Seim - #3465 Merit Medal for Best Journal Article 2018: 
“Development of the Model K98K Mauser Rifle“. 

Martin Urquhart - #3406  Third Bar for service to the Club as Convention
Chairman in 2017.

Alan Mackenzie - #2381    Fourth Bar for continued service as Treasurer of 
the Southern Alberta Chapter. 

Doug Styles - #0218 Fourth Bar for service to the Club as Convention 

Chairman in 2018. 
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 Silver Badge for Distinguished Service of the Military Collectors’ Club of 
 Canada (Instituted 1993): 
Three (3) members were nominated, vetted and approved by the Executive 
Board as follows: 

Bruce Tascona - #1371 Historian and Researcher 35 + years; Author with 9 
books published to date; Show Chairman (1989); 
Merit Bar; Best of Show (1987, 2004); Founder & 
Current Director, Legion House Museum Winnipeg; 
Current Director, Friend of Camp Hughes; Current 
Archivist, Military History Society of Manitoba. 

Allan Ross - #3194 Member MCC of C & CMHS, President of the 
CMHS (2017-2018), Military Museums; Researcher 
(2016-2018), Consultant& Researcher, Sikhs in the 
Military: A Canadian Perspective and Service: African 
Canadian Soldiers from the First World War to  
Present Day Exhibits. 

James Baldwin - #3294 Member MCC of C & CMHS, Military Museums 
volunteer (2000-2018) as host, tour guide, 
researcher, Army Museum of Alberta’s Veteran 
Oral History Project, principal interviewer, Tour of 
Duty: Canadians and the Vietnam War exhibit, 

consultant r and interviewer. 

One-member present, James Baldwin, was presented with his award and 
certificate. 

    President Doug Styles presenting James Baldwin with his 
Silver Badge for Distinguished Service. 
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Honourary Life Member: 
As per the Club’s Bylaws, Honourary Life Membership is an elected position. 
Wayne Cline #0187 was elected Honourary Life Member #H015. The 
announcement and presentation were conducted during the AGM and are 

included in the AGM Meeting Report. 

LIVE & SILENT AUCTIONS 
The live auction was conducted by Kevin Roberts with seven lots under the 
gavel. Bidding was fast, furious and fun. Kudos once again to Kevin with a 
performance not only enjoyable but directly responsible for raising $775.00. 
The silent auction placed 30 lots under the pen, raising an additional 
$1,125.00. The auction results made for a highly profitable the weekend to 
the benefit of the Calgary Chapter. As Chairman, I appreciate and send out a 
special thanks to all who donated items. 

SUNDAY MARCH 31, 2019 

EXHIBITION 
Day two of the event opened at 9:30 am and by closing at 4:00 pm, with just 
over 1,500 attendees, reported by AACCA (Teri). With Sunday’s attendance 
noticeably down, most members still reported a reasonably good day of sales 
and interest in their displays. 

The AACCA Exhibition Awards 
All displays entered under juried consideration in the AACCA’s Show 
Exhibition were judged independently from the MCC of C with results falling 
within four categories, Outstanding Display, Firearms, Military and Judges 
Choice. AACCA judging was completed and results were announced on 
Saturday. Although only five MCC of C member displays were entered, they 
were obviously of high quality as evidenced by being awarded two of the six 
available awards as follows: 

AACCA Outstanding Display - Best of Show 
1st Place - Alan Kerr for his display 
“Canada Angels of Mercy - Nurses in Times of Peril 1885 - 1945”. 
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Allan Kerr presented with the AACCA’s 2019 
Exhibition Best of Show Award. 

Allan Kerr’s display “Canada Angels of Mercy - Nurses in Times of Peril 1885 - 1945”, 
selected the AACCA’s 2019 Outstanding Display - Best of Show 
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AACCA Military - Best of Show 
2nd Place - Trevor McAllister for his display “Historically Significant Firearms” 

Trevor McAllister presented with the 
ACCA’s 2019 Exhibition Militaria - 

Best of Show 2nd Place Award. 

Trevor McAllister’s display “Historically Significant Firearms”, selected the 
AACCA’s 2019 Exhibition - Militaria - Best of Show 2nd Place Award 
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Judges’ Choice 
4th Place - Member Mike King with fellow Mounted Forces of Canada 
Association members Glen Olund and Jessie Bargholz for their display
“RCASC #1 Pack Horse Troop in WW2” 

Mike King, Jessie Bargholz and Glen Olund presented with the 
AACCA’s 2019 Exhibition Judges’ Choice - 4th Place Award. 

Mike King and the Mounted Forces Association of Canada display 
“RCASC #1 Pack Horse Troop in WW2” 

Selected AACCA’s 2019 Exhibition - Judges’ Choice - 4th Place Award 
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SUMMARY 
The AACCA’s 2019 Firearms and Militaria Show upheld its reputation as 
Canada’s largest and finest show. Although this year’s attendance was down 
overall, the Show still booked just shy of 1000 tables, paid attendance was 
well over 6,500 and the BMO Centre was once again filled with dealers and 
exhibitors from across Canada and an increase in collectors and dealers 
from the United States. 

ALLAN AND SHARON KERR 
Allan and Sharon Kerr participated as vendors and exhibited in the AACCA 
Easter/Spring Arms shows for more than 50 of the show’s 57 years. I 
understand that the Exhibit displayed by Allan and Sharon Kerr in the 2019 
AACCA Spring Arms Show may be Allan and Sharon’s last show display. If it 
was, what a great accomplishment, winning Best of Show in both the 
MCC of C and the AACCA juried competitions! This is the first time this has 
ever happened. 

Allan and Sharon, I look forward to seeing you at future shows. I hope that 
current and future members will step up and exhibit displays with the interest 
in and passion for collecting and researching militaria the two of you have 
displayed over the years. You have had an immeasurable impact on our 
hobby. I am grateful for getting to know the two of you and having benefited 
from your knowledge and experience. 

Marty 

Allan and Sharon Kerr with their display 
“Canada Angels of Mercy - Nurses in Times of Peril 1885 - 1945”, 

winner of both the MCC of C’s and AACCA’s Best of Show.



15 

2019 Convention & AGM Financial Report 
Volunteers & Sponsors 

Income 
MCC of C National Host Gratuity $1,000.00 

Registrations $2,460.00 

Live & Silent Auction $1,780.00 

50/50 $120.00 

Donation $100.00 

Expense Donation $130.14 

Total $5,590.14 

Expenses 
Hotel Blackfoot $2,211.30 

Stationery $4.79 

Table Treats $125.35 

Total $2,341.44 

Net Profit $3,248.70 

The MCC of C and the Calgary Chapter would like to thank the AACCA and the 
Hotel Blackfoot for their generous support and cooperation. The AACCA has 
once again provided the bourse and exhibition venue, event insurance and 
booked accommodation at no cost to the MCC of C. The Hotel Blackfoot 

provided accommodation and banquet costs at discounted rates allowing us 
to pass along the savings to our attendees by reducing our registration fees to 
cost. Without their cooperation and contributions, hosting the MCC of C 
Convention in Calgary may not have been possible. 

The Calgary Chapter would like to thank the following for contributing to the 
success of our 2019 event. James Baldwin for attending the registration 
booth, coordinating the exhibition display judging and help with the evening 
venue clean up. Kevin Roberts for volunteering as auctioneer with a 
performance that most certainly increased the auction’s take. Lorin Werle for 
attending the registration booth, for photography throughout the evening’s 
events and help with the evening venue clean up. Doug Styles for his ear, 
fellowship, awards planning, sharing the stage and help with the evening 
venue clean up. A special thanks to Gail Urquhart for attending our dinner 
and once again setting up of the Heritage Room in preparation for our event. 
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Donors & Sponsors 

The Military Collectors Club of Canada and the Calgary Chapter would like to 
thank the following companies and individuals for generously donating 

auction items in support of our event: 

Arlon Bauer #3101, Cochrane, AB 
Warren Bard #3358, Edmonton, AB 

Beck Antiques, Edmonton, AB 
Calgary Militaria Shows, Calgary, AB 

John Dutton #0387, Delta, BC 
Gail Urquhart Consulting, Calgary, AB 

Herb Johnson #3493, Stavley, AB 
Knights Cross Militaria, Edmonton, AB 

Marcel Lowndes #2762, Abbottsford, BC 
Marway Militaria, Winnipeg, MB 

Trevor McAllister #2989, Edmonton, AB 
Medals of War, Kemptville, ON 

Neathway Medal Mounting, Redwater, AB 
Barry Sale #3022, BC 

John Siem #3465, Monarch, AB 
Shoulder to Shoulder Militaria, Calgary, AB 

Doug Styles #0218, Edmonton, AB 
The Canadian Soldier, Calgary, AB 

The Shooting Edge, Calgary, AB 
Things Military, Calgary, AB 

Wildlife Technical Services, Calgary, AB 




