MCC of C - 2023 CONVENTION REPORT

Submitted by Martin Urquhart #3406

The MCC of C’s 2023 60" Annual Convention was held in Edmonton at the Edmonton Inn and Convention Centre, Friday and
Saturday, August 18" and 19*", 2023. The Awards Dinner and Auction Events were held Friday evening in the Inn’s Courtyard
Ballroom and the Show and Sale Event was held Saturday in the Inn’s Wildrose Ballroom. As was the case in 2018, the last time
the Convention was held in Edmonton, having accommodation and all events

under the same roof with ample free parking was a bonus.

The return to Edmonton in 2023 was timely as this was the Club’s 60" Anniversary and 58 years since the Club’s very 1% show in
Edmonton back in 1965. With planning completed the time had arrived for Convention. What was promising, was the fact that
with 56 individuals registered for the Awards Dinner and Auctions and that the Exhibition offered our members and the public 18
displays for viewing! What was unknown was: would the public attend the Show in sufficient numbers, would the vendors thrive,
and would the membership attending the Awards Dinner and Auctions bid, all in numbers to pay the bills?

FRIDAY AUGUST 18, 2023

Friday of the MCC of C Convention weekend was setup and awards dinner day, with a schedule to challenge even the most
experienced as show participant tables, the silent and live auction setup and exhibition display judging all needing to be
completed before the Awards Dinner at 6:00 PM.

Setup

Setup began before 9:00 am. Members displaying under juried consideration were required to complete their displays before
noon as judging would be underway. With 80 tables booked, 43 sales and 37 display, participants

arriving for setup were guaranteed a lively and at times chaotic day. Like most shows, most participants arrived early, complete
setup quickly to allow ample time for catching up and early wheeling and dealing.

Exhibition Judging

Judging of displays entered under juried consideration was conducted between 12:00 and 2:00 pm. With 15 displays to evaluate,
the most since 1976, the panel of three judges, Don Klancher, Herb Johnson and Teri Bryant certainly had their work cut out for
them. To the judges and all the entrants, congratulations on a job well done. The Judging results, “Judges Standard Cross” and
“Best Of” awardees appear later in this article.

Awards Dinner & Auctions

By noon, the Inn’s Courtyard Ballroom was quite a scene with the Club’s Secretary and a hand full of Edmonton Chapter
volunteers tasked with stage set up, audio visual set up and testing and auction item and bid sheet layout and placement. By
5:00 pm final venue access, stage auction preparations for the evening’s events were complete. Thanks go out to Edmonton
Chapter member Joni Forsyth for coordinating the dinner event and to volunteers Bob Clarke, Joe Macdonald, Garrett Lapp and
Martin Urquhart for the Awards Program and Silent and Live Auction setup.




THE EVENING’S PROGRAM EVENTS

The evening’s events began at 6:00 with our Meet & Greet in the Edmonton Inn’s Courtyard Ballroom. As in previous events,
attendees were welcomed upon their arrival to an open bar and live and silent auction items tastefully displayed on tables at the
head and sides of the room providing atmosphere.

Dinner service began at 6:30 pm and Edmonton Inn’s kitchen prepared great food and dining room staff provided outstanding
service. Many thanks to the Inn’s General Manager Tina Tobin, her Conference and Catering Manager Heather Scheller and their
staff who run a first-class department. The evening was off to a great start and would only get better.

Greetings

On behalf of the Club and the Edmonton Chapter, Doug welcomed all Club Members and their guests to the 2023 Convention
Awards Dinner & Auctions and thanked all for their participation in support of our Club and our hosts, the Edmonton Chapter. He
then reminded all that this evening’s auctions provide the host Chapter the opportunity to raise funds in support of their Chapter
which helps fund the Chapter’s activities. In addition, he thanked his Chapter’s Planning Committee Members and the Club’s
Secretary-Treasurer for their work and commitment to conduct this year’s events.

Aboriginal Land Acknowledgement

President Doug Styles acknowledged that we are conducting this evening’s events in a venue located on Treaty 7 Territory and
Métis Nation of Alberta, Region 3. The traditional and ancestral territory of the Blackfoot Confederacy: The Kainai (Kigh-nigh),
Piikani (Pe-kan-ee), Siksika (Sik-sik-ah), the Tsuu T’ina (Soo-teena) Nation, Stoney Nakoda (Na-ko-ta) First Nation and within the
historical Northwest Métis Homeland.

We acknowledge that many First Nations, Métis and Inuit have lived in and cared for these lands for generations. We respect
their histories, languages, customs and cultures and are grateful for the traditional Knowledge Keepers and Elders who are still
with us today and those who have gone before us. We make this acknowledgement as an act of reconciliation and gratitude to
those whose territory we reside on or are visiting.

In Memoriam 2023

The program continued with our In Memoriam 2023 segment. President Doug Styles asked the attendees to take a moment to
pay tribute to the members of our Club who passed away in 2022-2023 and proceeded to acknowledge the passing of following
members:

Roll Call:

The Roll was called with an accompanying power point presentation.

Kenneth Galbraith, Member #2368, Winnipeg, MB, October 18, 1942 - May 22, 2022
Albert Hing, Member #H012, Lethbridge, AB, July 6, 1925 - June 25, 2022
John McEwen, Member #3164, Edmonton, AB, December 17, 1940 - August 2, 2022

Kenneth Galbraith, Albert Hing and John McEwen.

Anthony Yurchi, Member #3443, Arborg, MB, May 18, 1955 - October 15, 2022



Danny Hutch, Member #2893, Winnipeg, MB, February 26, 1940 - December 11, 2022
Ronald Serbin, Member #1149, East St. Paul, MB, April 16, 1941 - December 28, 2022

Robert Jordan

Queen Elizabeth Il, Balmoral Castle, Aberdeenshire, Scotland,
April 21, 1926 - September 8, 2022

Coronation Portrait 1952 Final Portrait 2022

TOAST:
Let’s raise our glasses in a toast!
To fellowship, to friends and to a Monarch, no longer with us.”



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Following a brief break, Doug Styles called the room to order at 7:08 pm, the 2023 AGM segment was conducted and adjourned
at 7:10 pm. (The AGM Minutes with applicable Executive Board Reports are included elsewhere).

2022 MCC of C AWARDS CEREMONY

At 8:00 pm, Club Secretary, Martin Urquhart, opened the evening’s awards presentation segment.

2023 Exhibition Awards

Martin began by acknowledging and thanking the three judges, Don Klancher, Herb Johnson and Teri Jane Bryant who
enthusiastically accepted the task. He then acknowledged and thanked the members who exhibited displays with President Doug
Styles presenting all with Military Collectors’ Club of Canada 2023 Convention Exhibitor Certificates of Appreciation.

The 2023 Convention’s Exhibition will go down as truly one of the most memorable. At this year’s event there were 18 displays
entered, 15 under juried consideration, including eight first time exhibitors, four Life Members participating and even one
member with two entries. During runup as the number of entries reported exceeded 12, | was both amazed and somewhat in
disbelief. | knew it has been a long time since we had an exhibition with this many entries, but how long? | had to review the
Club’s Convention records and found that the last time there was 18 or more displays entered was during Convention 1976 in
Winnipeg, and the last time one or more members entered two or more displays was during

Convention 1971 in Halifax.
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2023 Exhibition Exhibitors following the presentatins of their Exhibitor Certificates of Appreciation.

The 2023 Convention’s Exhibition will go down as truly one of the most memorable. At this year’s event there were 18 displays
entered, 15 under juried consideration, including eight first-time exhibitors, four Life Members participating and even one
member with two entries. During runup as the number of entries reported exceeded 12, | was both amazed and somewhat in
disbelief. | knew it has been a long time since we had an exhibition with this many entries, but how long? | had to review the
Club’s Convention records and found that the last time there was 18 or more displays entered was during Convention 1976 in
Winnipeg, and the last time one or more members entered two or more displays was during Convention 1971 in Halifax.



Judges Standard Awards

The following judging standards were awarded based on the Judges’ combined scores and the standard achieved.

Bronze Cross
Seven (7) Bronze Crosses were presented as follows:
- To Joe MacDonald, Edmonton, AB.
With a score of 182, for his display “49th Battalion CEF in France 1914-1919”
- To Mike Corrigal, Edmonton, AB.
With a score of 186, for his display “October 18, 1916 Pipers of the 16" Battalion CEF”
- To Dag Gruban, Surrey BC.
With a score of 188, for his display “Artillery Forward Observers Post Signalers”
- To Trevor McAllister, Edmonton, AB.
With a score of 191, for his display “The Twilight of the US Cavalry”
- To Peter Melnycky, Edmonton, AB.
With a score of 194, for his display “Fallen Falcon”
- To Keven Phinney, Edmonton, AB.
With a score of 198, for his display It’s a Family Affair”
- To Claude Villeneau, Edmonton, AB.
With a score of 208, for his display “1st Canadian Parachute BattalionRegimental Aid Post 1944-45”
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Doug Styles presenting Bronze Crosses to Peter Melnycky and Keven Phinney.




Silver Cross
Two (2) Silver Crosses were presented as follows:

- To Steve Nichol, Edmonton, AB.

With a score of 219, for his display, “Distinguishing Marks Required”
- To Allan Kerr, Edmonton, AB.

With a score of 219, for his display, “Red Cross of Canada”

Doug Styles presenting Silver Crosses to Steve Nichol and Allan Kerr.

Gold Cross

Two (2) Gold Crosses were presented as follows:

- To Doug Styles, Edmonton, AB.
With a score of 241 for his display “Dieppe 1942”
- To Martin Urquhart, Calgary, AB.
With a score of 274 for his display “The US Cavalry - Indian Wars 1960 to 1899”

Doug Styles and Martin Urquhart presenting each other with their Gold Crosses.



BEST OF AWARDS

The following “Best Of” awards were presented based on the top three Judges combined scores and the display award
categories. The 2023 Exhibition’s display “Best Of” award selections and presentations were as follows:

Best Canadian

Life Member #H017 Allan Kerr’s display “Red Cross of Canada” was judged the 2023 Exhibitions Best Canadian.

DEsthid

Doug presenting Allan with the 2023 Exhibition’s Best Canadian Award.



Best Of Theme

Life Member #H018 Doug Styles’s display “Dieppe August 19, 1942” was judged the 2023 Exhibitions Best of Theme.
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Martin presenting Doug with the 2023 Exhibition’s Best of Theme Award.




Jack Boddington Best of Show

Member #3406 Martin Urquhart’s display “The US Cavalry - Indian Wars 1860-1899” was judged the 2023 Exhibitions Jack
Boddington Best of Show.
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Martin Urquhart’s display “The US Cavalry - Indian Wars 1860 to 1899”, 2023 Exhibition’s Jack Boddington Best of Show.

Doug Styles presenting Martin with the 2023 Jack Boddington Best of Show Award.



NATIONAL AWARDS

All Club awards were conducted in accordance with the Club’s bylaws. All recipients were not informed of their awards. Those
attending the Awards Dinner were presented their award, those not attending had their award items and certificates forwarded
to them by the Secretary/Treasurer.

Secretary-Treasurer Martin Urquhart, on behalf of the Club’s Membership and Executive, commenced with announcing the
National Club’s awards. The Awards and certificates were presented by Club President Doug Styles. The 2023 recipients and
presentation of their awards were as follows:

Merit Bar (instituted 1966) Medal of Merit (instituted 2010):

Two (2) members were nominated, vetted and approved by the Executive Board as follows:

#3472 Gary Gibson, Cochrane, AB
Was awarded the Medal of Merit for service to the Club and the Club’s Southern Alberta Chapter. Gary, the Chapter’s current
Chairman, served as Convention Chairman for the Club’s 2022 Annual Convention in Calgary.

#3434 Rory MacDougall, Edmonton, AB
Was awarded the Medal of Merit Medal for service to the Edmonton Chapter as the Chapter’s Chairman and his long time
volunteer service at the Loyal Edmonton Regiment Military Museum.

Merit Bar (instituted 1966) Medal of Merit (instituted 2010) Best Journal Article in 2022:
The Journal Editor submits annually his top three selections for best article. The 10 member Executive Board reviews selections,
votes ranking selections 1st, 2nd, 3rd and submit their ranking to the Club Secretary. The scores are combined and tabulated
with the top score determining the years best article.

The Best Journal Article for 2022 was awarded to Member #3353 Joe MacDonald, Edmonton, AB for his Article

“Inside Vimy’s Zone Rouge”, published in the 2022 Winter Journal Edition #291. Of note, in 2022, Joe was awarded the Medal of
Merit for the Best Journal Article in 2021 Junior Member. Joe was presented with a Merit Bar as this was Joe’s second Merit
Award.




Joe MacDonald accepting his Merit Bar and Certificate from Club President Doug Styles.

Silver Badge for Distinguished Service of the Military Collectors’ Club of Canada:
Three (3) members were nominated, vetted and approved by the Executive Board as follows:

#0502 Rene Chartrand, Gatineau, QC

The Silver Badge for Distinguished Service was awarded to Rene a renowned military historian, researcher and prolific author
with well over 100 articles and has published over 27 books. Vice President for Administration of The Company of Military
Historians (2003-Present).

#2116 Andrew Smyth, Calgary, SK

The Silver Badge for Distinguished Service was awarded to Andrew for his service to both the Edmonton and Southern Alberta
Chapters. The Edmonton Chapter as Secretary and Treasurer from 1993 through 2011 and the Southern Alberta Chapter from
2012 to present.

#3252 Leon Chamois, Cornwall, ON

The Silver Badge for Distinguished Service was awarded to Leon for service as Director and Curator of the Stormount, Dundas
and Glengarry Highlanders Regimental Museum from 1993 to present.

As these members were not present, the Secretary-Treasurer forwarded their awards and certificates. Subsequently, when Rene
Chartrand and Leon Chamois received their awards they both sent me an image displaying their award and Andrew Smyth’s
Silver Badge was presented to him at the Southern Alberta Chapter’s monthly meeting September 17, 2023.

Image 1. & 2. Rene Chartrand and Leon Chamois submitted images upon receipt of their Silver Badges
Image 3. Southern Alberta Chapter Chairman Gary Gibson presents Andrew with the Club’s Silver Bage for Distinguished Service



Gold Badge for Distinguished Service of the Military Collectors’ Club of Canada:

One (1) member was nominated, vetted and approved by the Executive Board as follows:

#1350 Teri Jane Bryant
The Gold Badge for Distinguished Service was awarded to Teri for her service as the Club’s President from 2019 through 2022.

President Doug Styles presenting Teri Bryant with the Gold Badge for Distinguished Service.

LIVE & SILENT AUCTIONS

The live auction was conducted by Kevin Roberts with 12 lots under the gavel. Bidding was fast, furious and fun. Kudos once
again to Kevin with a performance not only enjoyable but directly responsible for raising $1,410.00. The silent auction placed 68
lots under the pen raising an additional $1,383.00. The auction results made for a reasonably profitable weekend to the benefit
of the Edmonton Chapter. The Club and Edmonton Chapter appreciate and send out a special thanks to all who donated items.

Kevin Roberts, assisted by Joe MacDonald, Garrett Lapp and Doug Styles, working the room, called another successful Auction.

SATURDAY AUGUST 19, 2023

Public Exhibition - Show & Sale

Day 2 of Convention was our Club’s Show & Sale. For vendors and exhibitors, the day began early and for most, final table
preparations and a lot of wheeling and dealing before the public opening at 9:00 am. The event opened with 80 tables, 43 sale
and 37 display and by closing at 4:00 pm over 300 attendees had passed through the doors. Sales and exhibitor display activity
were brisk, with all our members reporting good sales and a great interest in their displays. It seems that despite the current
state of the economy, vendors and the public chose to continue attending and supporting these events.

2023 CONVENTION SUMMARY



Well, | personally cannot say enough good things about our Club’s 2023 “60""” Anniversary Convention Show & Sale in
Edmonton. For those not able to attend, you missed a good show. For me, it was the best one that | have attended since
becoming a member in 2010.

Attending the Awards Dinner and Auctions was a treat, with great food and fellowship. The Exhibition Award Segments are
always of interest but for this year it took a while to acknowledge 18 exhibitors, issue 11 Judges Standard Crosses and three
“Best Of” Awards. | always look eagerly to the Annual Club Award Segment, the Club’s opportunity to acknowledge and honour
significance and participation within our Club and the hobby. Seven members were acknowledged and presented including, two
Medals of Merit, one Merit Bar, three Silver Badges and one Gold Badge for Distinguished Service. Finally, the auctions: the
Silent, with a large number and quite an interesting mix of items and the Live, with the cream of the crop under the gavel of
Auctioneer Kevin with his mix of humor and focus capping off a successful event.

As for the Show & Sale. There were 80 tables, 43 sales full of interesting items and rarities and 37 display hosting an amazing 18
educational exhibits, including eight first time exhibitors and four Life Member participants. By Show’s end over 300 attendees
had passed through the doors, which is quite good for a stand alone show. And, as you can see from this Journal’s Roster
updates, we had a nice increase in membership, many directly related to the Show. Overall, the quality of the merchandise and
the displays were well above par. In fact, for me the Convention was so good | am already keen for Convention 2024 in Calgary.

It was nice to see the turn out and support especially to the Edmonton area members for the number and diversity of Exhibition
displays they entered. Finally, | would personally like to thank all the volunteers and the Edmonton Inn and Conference Centre
for helping make this year’s event a success. Without everyone’s support, time and effort, it truly would not have happened let
alone be as successful.
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2023 Convention Financial Report

me
of C National Host Stipend $1,000.00
Strations $6,550.00
Auction $1,410.00
t Auction $1,383.00
Admission $1,303.00
htion $610.00
0 Draw $120.00
bnton Inn Refund $809.07
Income $13,185.07
enses
bnton Inn & Conference Centre $8,899.74
bnary $603.37
rtising $1,842.71
D Payout $120.00
Expense $11,465.82
Profit $1,719.25
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2023 CONVENTION EXHIBITION JUDGES

The MCC of C was delighted to have Don Klancher, Herb Johnson and Teri Bryant volunteer to judge the 2023 Convention’s
Exhibition displays. Together, they bring over 140 years of experience collecting, researching and interpreting Militaria and
Military History.

Judge #1 — Don Klancher

Don Klancher, Member #2945, joined the Club in the spring of 1997 and has maintained a 26-year membership. Don was
awarded a Gold Badge in 2016, a Merit Bar in 2003 and the Medal of Merit in 2011.

Don regularly attends Convention and when not exhibiting, participates as a judge. When exhibiting, Don’s displays, always well
received, are of the highest quality and standards as evidenced by the awards they have received including Bronze Cross in
Edmonton 1998, Gold Cross & Best of Show in Calgary 2002, Gold Cross & Best of Show in Richmond, BC 2008, Gold Cross & Best
of Theme in Calgary 2016 and Gold Cross & Best of Show in Edmonton 2018. Don actively participates in the reviews and
revisions of the Club’s Exhibition Rules.

Don Klancher served 34 years with the RCMP, joining in 1961 and retiring with rank of Inspector in 1995. He served in postings
from coast-to-coast, with most of his service as a pilot with "Air" Division / Air Services.

Don’s research and collecting interest is focused on the history of the NWMP, RNWMP and RCMP. For more than fifty years, he
has conducted considerable research, collected artifacts and firearms and exhibited at gun, militaria and police shows across
Canada and in the United States, earning several top awards.

In 1982, Don published with R.F. Phillips “Arms & Accoutrements of The RCMP, 1873-1973: The First 100 Years”, the definitive
history of the arms and accoutrements used by the North-West Mounted Police, the Royal North-West Mounted Police and the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

Judge #2 — Herb Johnson



Herb Johnson is MCC of C Life Member #H011. Herb joined the Club in August of 1975 and has maintained a
48-year membership. Herb has served as President and was awarded a Presidential Gold Badge in 2008, the Medal of Merit in
2010 and was elected a Life Member March 25, 2016.

Herb served in the Canadian Army for 28 years retiring a Warrant Officer 1l in 1978. Herb’s service included: the Royal Canadian
Dragoons, the 2nd Battalion Royal Canadian Regiment where he was airborne rated and served in Korea. Herb spent his last 20
years of service with the Royal Canadian Horse Artillery. Overseas posting include Egypt in 1964 and 1965.

Herb has been an avid collector most of his adult life. Hit with the antique bug, and with the prompting and help of his wife Joan,
he began collecting and vending at regional antique shows. From his military experience he took an interest in Canadian military
history that soon developed into a passion for militia period uniforms, firearms and equipment. In addition, his Korean War
experience led to researching and collecting UN Korean campaign medals. Linking his militaria to antiquing he began adding
militaria to his vending tables and eventually transitioned his vending to simply militaria.

Herb and Joan were well known fixtures at Western Canadian Arms shows, with his favorite the Annual Alberta Arms and
Cartridge Collectors Association Easter Arms Show, attending his 1st in 1985 and has attended all but two to date. Herb has

attended numerous CSMMI Conventions as well.

Herb has judged MCC of C exhibits in 2010 and helped judge Calgary Regional History Fair militaria themed exhibits in 2017, 2018
and 2019.

Judge #3 - Teri Bryant




Teri Jane Bryant, Member #3250, joined the Club in July of 2004, has maintained a 20 year membership, was awarded the Gold
Badge in 2023, a Medal of Merit in 2015 and was eligible for and received the 15 Year Long Service Medal in 2019. Teri service to
the Club includes President 2019-2022 and current Vice President. Her service to both the Southern Alberta and Calgary
Chapters includes terms as Secretary, Vice Chairman and Chairman.

Teri was an associate professor with the Haskayne School of Business at the University of Calgary on national and international
business. Her tenure included annual class trips to Japan. This led to an interest in Japanese culture and Military History. As a
result, Teri has been researching and collecting militaria most of her adult life and not surprisingly her main interest; Japanese
militaria and firearms.

Teri regularly attends and displays at MCC of C Conventions, with her first Ed0monton in 2006 and her most recent Calgary in
2022. Teri’s displays, always well received, are of the highest quality and standards as evidenced by the awards they have
received including: a Gold Cross & Best of Show in her first show in Calgary 2006. Since the 2010 Convention, Teri has displayed
but not under juried consideration as her focus on exhibiting had shifted to education.

Teri also attends and displays the Alberta Arms and Cartridge Collectors Association Annual Easter Arms Shows in Calgary. Her
first public display from her collection, at the AACCA Show in 2004, was awarded Best of Show

Militaria. Subsequent awards included: Best in Show 2005, 2006, 2009; Best of Show-Militaria 2007 and Best of Show-Arms-2nd
Place 2010. Additional show awards include Best of Show-Edmonton Gun Show 2005, Best of Show-Vancouver Gun Show 2006
and a People’s Choice - Most Popular Display at the Canadian Historical Arms Society Gun Show in Edmonton 2007.

Teri served as the Secretary of the Alberta Arms and Cartridge Collectors Association for 16 years 2001-2017, was a member of
the Alberta Firearms Advisory Committee. Teri was appointed Alberta’s Chief Firearms Officer (CFO) in 2019 and continues to
serve the Alberta public as CFO.



