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Image 1. René Chartrand upon receipt of his MCC of C Silver Badge awarded in Edmonton, August 18, 2023. 

 
On July 26, 2024, the Military Collectors’ Club of Canada, lost long time Member #0502, René Chartrand. A 
tremendous loss to The Company of Military Historians and the Society for Army Historical Research (SAHR) as well. 
To members of our hobby and throughout the military history community, Rene was a significant, internationally 
renowned historian and was Canada’s most well-known and respected researcher. 
 
I had known René for more than 30 years but only through correspondence and the dozen or so times we met at 
conferences and conventions. What I did know was that René was a kind and gentle man, loved his family, had a 
passion for research and history and was more than willing to share his knowledge and personal archives. 
 
Most collectors’ interests focus on recent events, conflicts and service. For many, these are within their lifetime or 
tied to a family member’s current or past service or involvement. As a result, and over time, interest in Canada’s 
military history pre 1900 (pre Boer War), wanes, relegated more to historians. In addition, the lack of available 
artifacts, as most are in museums and in private collections, and their rarity and cost play a role as well. 
 
René was not much of a collector, but he would spend a lifetime, travelling the globe to help unravel Canada’s 
military past and material culture. Much of what we now know of Canada’s military history from European contact, 
through the Ancient Regime, the War of 1812 to Victoria’s Canadian Militia, René deciphered. But who was René 
Chartrand and why did he matter to me and numerous others? 
 

René Chartrand 
René Chartrand was born in Montréal. His educational path included philosophy and history at universities in 
Montreal, Quebec in Canada, Boston, Massachusetts in the United States, and Nassau in the Bahamas. 
 
Renés interest in military history and military material culture emerged in his early twenties but more than likely 
began in childhood. His university experience would expand his historical geography, his areas of interest and 
introducing him to premier historical and miliaria organizations and peers. It appears that Rene’s growing passion for 
military history influence future decisions. In 1965, at the age of 22, René joined the Company of Military Historians 
(CMH), in 1968 began employment with Parks Canada, in the spring of 1970 would join the Military Collectors’ Club 
of Canada (MCC of C) and in the fall of 1970 would join Britain’s Society for Army Historical Research (SAHR) and 
within each begin lifelong friendships and research relationships. 



As for René’s Career. 
In 1968 René began employment with Parks Canada, Canada’s National Parks and Historic Sites Service, as a military 
curator. This marked the start of a 31 year career where he explored and expanded his understanding of Canada’s 
military history and developed a passion exploring colonial expansion in the Americas with a focus on “New France”. 
 
He would work the next 21 years as a curator for the National Historical Sites Directorate of Parks Canada and in 
1989 be promoted to Senior Curator with Canada's National Historic Sites and then appointed Chief Curator and 
work in that position over the next eight years until his retirement from Parks Canada in November of 1996. In 1979 
while a Curator, he began to share his findings with the general public and start publishing the fruits of his labour. He 
would continue researching, sharing his findings and publishing the rest of his life. In 1991 through 1992, he was 
seconded to Canada’s Department of National Defence as a staff historian and tasked to research and to write the 
first two volumes of a projected three-volume military history of Canada. The two volumes would be published in 
1993 and to this day they are his most widely read titles. 
 
René retired from Parks Canada in November of 1996 and in January of 1997 began new career as a freelance 
researcher, writer and historical consultant. A new career in the sense that he would be freelancing full time as he 
had already been writing steadily for specialist publishers, societies and journals throughout his employment with 
Parks Canada. These included the Company of Military Historians (CMH), the Military Collectors’ Club of Canada 
(MCC of C) and the Society for Army Historical Research (SAHR). 
 
He would author hundreds of articles, notes, reviews and publish over 70 books in Britain, France, the United States 
and Canada including over 50 titles for Osprey Publishing. He would be called upon for his expertise, as a historical 
consultant for media productions and to aid in the development and historical restorations of military sites in North 
America and the West Indies including sites at Louisbourg, Quebec City, Halifax, at Fort Ticonderoga in New York 
State, to various sites connected with the War of 1812, and in Grenada in the West Indies. 
 

 
René in front of the newly restored officer’s barracks at the Grand Reopening of Fort Lennox  

on Île aux Noix, June 17, 2023 

 
As his knowledge and expertise broadened, his writing and publishing intensified, as attested by the number with 
titles available for purchase or shelved in archives throughout Canada and in the countries where many of his travels 
have taken him. In the course of his career René amassed a huge electronic archive of documents and photographs, 
which he never hesitated to share. 
 
The Company of Military Historians(CMH) 
As for “The Company of Military Historians.” The Company is a globally renowned organization of professional and 
amateur historians, curators, and collectors tasked with preserving the material military culture of the Americas 
from pre-Columbian America through the War of Terror. Rene’s true service to both military history and our hobby 
was through his years of researching, interpreting and writing fuelled by and during his long-term involvement with 
the CMH. 
 



Rene joined the Company in 1965 and it is safe to say that over the next 50 + years, he devoted a significant amount 
of time and energy into supporting the Company. In the end, his contributions to the Company are simply without 
equal.  
 
In 1971, Rene was elected to serve as the Company’s Vice President for Administration and served in this position 
for the next 22 years; the longest serving vice president officer in the Company’s 75 year history. He would also 
serve on the Company’s Board of Governor’s from 1978 thru 1983 and again from 2006 through 2010.  
 
He would submit over 400 items, including articles and book reviews for the CMH Journal, The Military Collector & 
Historian and research and write the text for over 550 plates in the Military Uniforms in America (MUIA) Series while 
serving as Editor from 2006 through 2021. 
 
For his service within the CMH, Rene would be awarded with a Fellowship in 1971, a Commendation Award in 2009, 
a Distinguished Service Award in 2001 and a Distinguished Service Award with Star in 2006. 
 
The Military Collectors’ Club of Canada (MCC of C) 
As for “The Military Collectors’ Club of Canada.” The MCC of C is Canada’s premier militaria collectors’ organization. 
The Club was formed in 1963 to serve as the focal point for Canadians researching and collecting military artifacts, 
from all periods, nations and conflicts. Since that time, it has grown into an international organization, currently over 
400 members in Canada, the United States and Overseas, whose interests span the entire spectrum of militaria 
collecting, military history and research. 
 
Member interests and collections range in size and diversity, from ephemera (postage, correspondence, documents, 
artwork and photos), uniforms (clothing, accessories, buttons, insignia and medals) through military arms, 
equipment and vehicles. Anything military related. 
 
René joined the MCC of C in November/December 1969, membership #0502. As a new member, he wasted no time, 
publishing his first article in the Journal of the Military Collectors’ Club of Canada’s 1970 February #2 issue, “Halifax 
Garrison Artillery” and by December 1971 would submit and have published 11 more. 
 

 
Renés 1st Journal article published in the February #2 1970 issue. 

 
René would maintain his membership for the next 20 years in support of the Club but in 1990 Rene’s priorities 
shifted following promotions to Senior Curator and then to Chief Curator with Canada's National Historic Sites. His 
focus was now on writing, publishing titles and to his roles within the Company of Military Historians including his 
executive service with the Company and service as an Editor from 2006 through 2021. René returned to the Club in 
2019 and along with Alejandro de Quesada was instrumental in the negotiations with the MCC of C’s Secretary-
Treasurer to have the Company of Military Historians become a Reciprocal Member of the Military Collectors’ Club 
of Canada. 



 
 

René was awarded the Club’s Silver Badge for Distinguished Service on August 18, 2023 for his lifelong contributions 
to our hobby through his research and documentation of Canada’s Military History and material culture with an 
emphasis on the Ancient Regime. 
 
 
The Society for Army Historical Research (SAHR) 
As for “The Society for Army Historical Research.” The Society, one of the Britain’s oldest military history societies 
was founded in 1921 to foster interest in the history of British and Commonwealth armies and to encourage 
research into their evolution and experiences. 
 
René joined the Society in 1970. His first writing to appear in the Societies Journal was a reply, Brown Uniforms for 
use in America, 1796 by René Chartrand, Journal of the Society for Army Historical Research, Vol. 50, No. 204 

(WINTER 1972), p. 251. His last writing to appear in the Societies Journal was an article A View of St. John’s, 

Newfoundland from Fort Townshend, C. 1796 by René Chartrand, Journal of the Society for Army Historical 
Research, Vol. 100, No. 401 (Summer 2022), pp. 89-97 (10 pages). Over the interim 40 years he would publish 95 
articles  
 
René Chartrand was awarded with a Fellowship, in recognition of distinguished contributions to the military history 
of Canada and to the Journal of the Society. René along with other recipients was recognised a fellow by the 
Society's Patron the Duke of Kent during the Society’s AGM April 22, 2024 at the National Army Museum. 
 
 

As for Rene’s work. 
René, the researcher, spent a lifetime embracing his passion examining the official and regulation dress, weapons 
and equipment of the regular colonial troops maintained by the French government in North America from 1683 to 
1760, including unpublished information with a focus on new illustrations, line drawings, and photos of rare 
portraits and surviving artefacts from public and private collections. The results, over time would not only fuel his 
writings but amass a huge electronic archive of documents and photographs, which he never hesitated to share. 
 
Rene the Historian, was also a prolific writer of military history and military material culture. He was a leading 
authority on “New France”, European, Latin and Colonial American subjects and had written and submitted to 
journals and periodicals well over 300 articles, including 95 in the Journal of the Society for Army Historical Research, 
47 in the Journal of the Company of Military Historians and    in the Journal of the Military Collectors’ Club of 
Canada. He would publish over 70 books including over 57 titles published over 30 years (1988-2019) by Osprey 
Publishing with titles in Osprey’s Campaigns, Elite, Fortress, Men-at-Arms, New Vanguard, Raid and Warrior series. 
Most titles included unpublished information including new illustrations, line drawings, and photos of rare portraits 
and surviving artefacts from public and private collections. 
 
To achieve his publishing goals, Rene consulted primary documents and artifacts preserved in archives and 
collections on both sides of the Atlantic to aid in producing a wide-ranging and as accurate record for publication as 
possible. To augment and enhance these publications, he sought out period prints and paintings and high quality 
artwork by internationally acclaimed military artists, selected for their accuracy combined with fine art, many which 
have already graced academic publications and displays in museums and historic sites in Europe and the Americas. 
 
As a result, Rene’s works are not only thought-provoking but attractive and beautifully illustrated. The regulation 
uniforms worn by the officers and soldiers depicted, appear as they would have to onlookers in the towns, villages, 
frontier forts, posts and fortresses at the title subject’s time. The weapons, equipment and clothing depicted appear 
distinctive as they became specially adapted, with the aid and by the example of First Nation allies, to the North 
America’s wilderness. 
 



Overall, René began to offer historians “New France” and the French and Indian War from the French perspective, a 
period of history written from the English viewpoint, including their sources. Through archival research he promoted 
his thesis of a conscious French-Canadian adoption of wilderness warfare to deflect large scale invasions and to 
control large swathes of the New World’s largely uninhabited territory. The evolution of a strategy that began with 
raids on the Hudson Bay in the 1680’s to the more well known raids and campaigns of the French and Indian Wars. 
 
 

As for Rene’s publications. 
Rene’s earliest known titles were a pair of monograms published in cooperation with the New Brunswick Museum, 
Saint John, New Brunswick, January 1, 1977, Canadian Militia Dress Regulations 1907 Illustrated With Amendments 
To 1914 and Cataloguing Military Uniforms.  
 

        
Image 2. Cover of Renés Canadian Militia Dress Regulations 1907. 

Image 3. Cover of Renés Cataloguing Military Uniforms. 

 
Government of Canada 
In 1980 René would research and write with Jack Summers “Military Uniforms in Canada 1665-1970”, published by 
Canadian War Museum, Ottawa, 1981. The book, a landmark publication, was a groundbreaking work spanning over 
three centuries of Canadian military attire. Within its content René delves into the evolution of uniforms worn by 
Canadian armed forces from the French colonial period through to the mid-20th century and offers in-depth insights 
into the design, functionality, and historical significance of each uniform. In addition, the book was richly illustrated 
with an array of detailed paintings, providing vivid visual context alongside Renés meticulously researched 
information. At the time this book was not only as a visual feast but over several decades remained an essential 
scholarly resource and an indispensable hard cover reference book for collectors and miitary history enthusiasts. In 
fact, I still have my signed copy. 



 
Image 4. Cover of Renés Military Uniforms in Canada 1665-1970. 

 
In 1991 - 2002, René, now a senior Parks Canada curator was seconded to Canada’s Directorate of History, 
Department of National Defence to write the first two volumes of a projected three-volume military history of 
Canada, a three-volume work that would cover nine centuries of Canada's rich military history, from the indigenous 
peoples of the Americas, Vikings, and Basques to the Siege of Quebec, the American Revolution, and on through the 
World Wars to the U.N. missions of the late 20th century. Rene’s two volumes titles: Canadian Military Heritage, 
Volume I 1000-1754 and Canadian Military Heritage, Volume II 1755-1871 were both published in 1993 and are the 
two most widely read of Renés published works. 
 
Both of these titles added vastly to our knowledge of the material culture of the military in New France, thanks to 
Renés astute and skillful use of all available sources. His footnotes, extensive at times, refer us to a diversity of 
archival sources including period memoranda of expenditures, clothing and other supplies, printed sources such as 
personal memoirs of daily life, travel and military service, and to the best recent studies, including numerous 
unpublished monographs on material history subjects by historians including colleagues at Parks Canada. I still have 
my signed copies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 5. and Image 6. Rene’s Canadian Military Heritage series titles, Volume I 1000-1754 and Volume II 1755-1871 

 



Meanwhile, he was writing steadily for specialist publishers, societies and journals. I have been searching for an 
documenting his publications, and although I do not have a complete listing, over a 55 year period, his society and 
journal publications certainly number in the hundreds and his books more than 70. 
 
René retired from Parks Canada in November of 1996 and entered 1997 as an independent military history 
consultant, author and contributor and over the next 25 years travelled the globe researching and lecturing in 
support of his writing. Travelling usually included combing through archives in Canada, the United States, Europe, 
Britain, the Caribbean, Spain and South America with several return visits current project dependant. One of his 
favorite return destinations was to London, England to continue with research in the National Archives at Kew. 
 
Osprey Publishing 
While employed at Parks Canada and driven by research for and within the Company of Military Historians, on 
November 24, 1988 René Chartrand’s title Louis XIV’s Army was published by Osprey Publishing as volume #203 with 
in their Men-at-Arms series. This was his first written title published by Osprey and over the next 31 years René 
would write and Osprey would publish over 50 additional titles, in their Campaign, Elite, Fortress, Men-at-Arms, 
Warrior, New Vanguard and Raid series.  
 
Overall, his research and publication contributions in Canda and the United States were most certainly unique. With 
research driven by a passion for “New France”, he would be one of the first to search colonial archives and make 
important discoveries that would shed new light on the rich military past of France in the 17 century Americas, a 
colonial empire that at its height, stretched from the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the Rocky Mountains in the west, to the 
Gulf of Mexico in the south, including the Gulf and Caribbean islands of Cuba, Hispaniola, Jamaica, and Puerto Rico in 
the Antilles. 
 
His research would include 18th and 19th century armies as research of “New France”, led him south over the 
American frontier as he pursued archival and site specific research into the armies, fortifications, battles, uniforms, 
weapons and equipment of the French and Indian War, the American Revolution, the War of 1812, the “Spanish 
Main” and Spain and Portugal ’s military activities in the Americas. His ability to read both Spanish and Portuguese 
coupled with research trips to the archives in Madrid, Spain and in Lisbon Portugal (1989-2001) resulted in two 
ground-breaking trios of Men-at-Arms books on the armies of Spain and Portugal in the Napoleonic War’s Iberian 
Peninsular War Campaigns (MAA 321, 322 and 324, and 343, 346 and 358, respectively). 
 
 
His final title for Osprey, Raiders from New France: North American Forest War Tactics, 17th-18th Centuries, Elite 
Series 229, was published November 26, 2019. Of interest, as well as 17th-, 18th- and 19th-century armies, he also 
wrote on the Canadian forces in both World Wars, The Canadian Corps in World War I and  Canadian Forces in World 
War II  (Men at Arms 439 and 359 respectively); while these were necessarily concise, he brought to both of them 
the understanding that only a native Canadian could offer. 
 



 
Image 7. A photomontage that includes 53 of Renés titles published by Osprey 

 
 
Clive Law and Service Publications 
In 2011 through 2013, René would collaborate with Clive Law, his late friend, Company Fellow and a Military 
Collectors’ Club of Canada member, well known to our membership. He would publish through Clive’s company 
Service Publications his two volume opus on the uniforms, equipment and flags of the American and British Armies 
during the War of 1812: A Most Warlike Appearance: Uniforms, Flags and Equipment of the United States Forces in 
the War of 1812 in 2011 and A Scarlet Coat: Uniforms, Flags and Equipment of the British Forces in the War of 1812 
in 2011. 
 
In A Most Warlike Appearance and A Scarlet Coat, René published his survey of the American and British military and 
naval dress during the War of 1812, the result of 45 years of work on the part of Chartrand in American, British and 
Canadian archives, libraries and museums. Major reference works on British, Canadian and American War of 1812 
uniforms published in the past exist but none compare in scope or quality to these. 
 
Considering the depth and breadth of their research, A Most Warlike Appearance and A Scarlet Coat became the 
definitive sources on the uniforms, arms and equipment of the War of 1812 and the authoritative source on those 
facets of the British, Canadian and American armies in the last decade of the Napoleonic Wars. 
 
I believe that this two volume series is indispensable for those interested in the War of 1812 and belong in the 
libraries or on the book shelves of historians, figurine collectors, re-enactors, museum and historic sites staff or 
those interested in the martial material culture of the early American Republic, British North America and the British 
army of the Napoleonic wars. There simply are no comparable publications in this subject area. 
 



     
Image 8 - Image 9. Rene Chartrand’s War of 1812 two volume opus, A Most Warlike Appearance and A Scarlet Coat 

 
He would then write the forward to Clive’s own publication Fuss & Fashion. 200 Years Of Canadian Military 
Headdress in 2013 and publish Volume 1 of his two part Victoria’s Canadian Militia series, Victoria's Canadian Militia, 
Uniforms, Flags and Equipment of the Canadian Militia 1837-1901 November 15, 2016. 
 
 

     
Image 10. - Image 11. Clive Law’s Fuss & Fashion and Rene Chartrand’s Victoria’s Canadian Militia  

        
As for Victoria's Canadian Militia - Volume II. With the passing of Clive Law in June of 2017, the status of Service 
Publications was unknown. The sudden loss of Clive took close friends by surprise. Many, Rene included, were 
simply shaken to the core. As time passed, without Clive’s collaboration and the lack of a publisher, Rene lost 
interest in the project and shelved Volume II of Victoria's Canadian Militia. 
 
However, over time, interest in and the demand for a Volume II within the research and collecting community 
continued to grow. In 2020 - 2021, Rene was approached by Winged Hussar Publishing in Point Pleasant, New 
Jersey, USA. The status of the project was discussed and an agreement to publish Volume II was reached. The result, 
Victoria's Canadian Militia, Uniforms, Flags and Equipment of the Canadian Militia 1837-1901- Volume II was 
published Winged Hussar Publishing and released May 16 2023. The long awaited Victoria’s Canadian Militia series 
had been completed. 



 

 
Image 12.Rene Chartrand’s Victoria’s Canadian Militia Volume II 

 
Schiffer Publishing Ltd. 
Of interest and frankly quite a surprise, Renés title Japanese War Art and Uniforms 1853-1930 was published on 
December 8th, 2011, by Schiffer Military History, Schiffer Publishing Ltd., Atglen, Pennsylvania, USA.  
 
In this book, René reviews the extraordinary evolution of Japan’s military institutions during a period of enormous 
transformation. As we were now accustomed to with Chartrand publications, this book is beautifully illustrated 
showing many fine color plates. The uniforms, equipment and ships depicted, show with much realism in keeping 
with the tradition of great art, that Japanese art deeply influenced emergent impressionist Western artists.  
 
According to Schiffer, this book, for the first time in art history as well as military history, documents what the prints 
show, based on extremely rare early military regulations and related documents whose illustrations are also 
exquisite if totally unknown. 
 

 
Image 13. Rene Chartrand’s Japanese War Art and Uniforms 1853-1930. 

 
 
 
 



Recent Publications 
In recent years, 2016 - 2024, he published eight books. The first, a highly recommended and valuable reference 
work, French Military Arms and Armour in America 1503-1783, published in 2016 by Andrew Mowbray Inc. of 
Woonsocket, Rhode Island (ISBN 1-931464-73-1). 
 
This is an amply illustrated volume on arms and armor brought to North America by French soldiers and settlers 
from the early 16th century until the independence of the United States of America. It provides a comprehensive 
overview of French military weapons and armour in use in North America between 1503 and 1783 with a focus on 
weapons and pieces of armour that were primarily intended for actual use. 
 

 
Image 14. Rene Chartrand’s French Military Arms and Armor in America. 

 
This was followed by seven titles for Helion Books. The first five on the army of Louis XIV; The Armies and Wars of 
the Sun King 1643-1715:  Volumes 1 to 5. Issues #41, 50, 58, 70 and 91, in the Century of the Soldier 1618-1721 
Series, June 15, 2019 thru November 10, 2022. Helion & Company, Warwick, UK. 
 

   
Images 15. - 16.- 17. Rene Chartrand’s The Armies and Wars of the Sun King 1643-1715, Volumes 1-3. 

 

  



Images 18 - 19. Rene Chartrand’s The Armies and Wars of the Sun King 1643-1715, Volumes 4-5. 
 
Followed by the sixth and seventh, his most recent publications, Armies and Wars of the French East India 
Companies 1664-1770. Issue #124 in the From Reason to Revolution 1721-1815 Series, February 8, 2024. Helion & 
Company, Warwick, UK and just published, posthumously, on October 2, 2024, Frontier Soldiers of New France: 
Volume 1, Regulation Clothing, Armament, and Equipment of the Colonial Troops in New France (1683-1760). Issue 
#138 in the From Reason to Revolution 1721-1815 Series, October 2, 2024. Helion & Company, Warwick, UK. 
 

      
Images 20 - 21. Rene’s most recent publications, Armies and Wars of the French East India Companies 1664-1770  

and Frontier Soldiers of New France: Volume I 
 

These recent publications culminate Renés interest and passion for French military history by providing us with a 
thorough review of French Army from 1643 through 1770 including its presence and activities in Europe, North 
America, the Caribbean, India, Africa and the far east. With consideration to their depth, span and quality, these 
volumes are well written and profusely illustrated having benefited from decades of Renés research and by then, his 
extensive archives. 
 
The first four volumes of “The Armies and Wars of the Sun King” review the military history of the reign of Louis XIV 
while focusing on the command, structure, troop types and their regiments within in the French army and their 
participation in France’s wars in the turbulent geopolitical climate of the time. 
 
The fifth volume “The Armies…Buccaneers and Soldiers in the Americas” reviews the French military, its men and 
events in the Caribbean, including the West Indies and their adjacent mainland territories. For me, this volume was 
the most interesting, as literally each page presenting me with history previously unknown. The signing of the Treaty 
of Paris on February 10, 1763, officially ended the French and Indian War, the North American Theatre of the global 
Seven Years' War. France surrendered to Britain its North American possessions east of the Mississippi River forcing 
Louis XIV’s to shift his global focus to the Caribbean and adjacent lands. 
 
Louis XIV’s transformation of struggling small Caribbean settlements into an extensive and very prosperous French 
domain amidst many challenges and battles with Britain and Spain are mostly unknown. But thanks to Renés 
research mostly in France’s overseas archives, this publication offers a study of the French military’s organization, 
clothing, uniforms, weapons and fortifications. Coverage includes that of regular troops, notably the hitherto largely 
unknown establishment of Compagnies franches de la Marine (independent companies of the navy); Buccaneers or 
“Brethren of the Coast,” amongst the most formidable warriors in history, bent upon revenge of the Spanish, and 
Militiamen including Afro-Caribbeans. In the end, Louis XIVs efforts were quite successful as by 1715, the French 
domain was once again sizeable and amongst the most lucrative in the world. René backs up this rich history with a 
chronology of most battles, appendices and an excellent annotated bibliography to source one’s future interest or 
research. 
 
 
In Conclusion 



In the academic world, René was often considered a “free electron” as a result of his atypical approach and his work 
has been received with respect and admiration. He was one of the first to make important discoveries in the colonial 
archives, shedding light on the rich military past of French America, an empire that once stretched from the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence to the Rocky Mountains in the west, to the Gulf of Mexico in the south, including the Antilles. 
 
Rene’s publication goal for most titles was to establish a narrative that was brief, easy to follow, and that gives a 
relatable well sourced account in support of a title or topics thesis. He would then reach back into his archives or tap 
contacts in search of the appropriate maps, engaging and at times surprisingly rare images and full colour plates, all 
adding colour and quality to each publication. 
 
To his friend and peers, he left a lasting impact through his generosity and desire to share his knowledge. His 
rigorous approach and commitment to research touched many people, including me. 
 
An outstanding popularizer and communicator, he succeeded in making a fascinating part of Canadian history 
accessible to the general public, and his vast archives, writings and publications will continue to serve as a reference 
for future generations. A humble and generous man, he paved the way for many historians and established the 
foundations on which we can continue to build. 
 
In remembering this distinguished scholar, we honor not only an exceptional scholar and an extraordinary 
gentleman, but also a man whose work contributed invaluably to the rediscovery of the military traditions of our 
ancestors' time. His legacy will live on through his writings and in the collective memory of our history. 
 
On behalf of the Military Collectors’ Club of Canada’s Executive and membership, I would like to offer condolences 
to Rene’s wife Luce Vermette, his sons Louis and Alexandre, his sisters Yvette and Colette and their families and 
acknowledge, his interest in and passion for Canada’s military history and artifacts including military uniforms, 
equipment and antique firearms. Our hobby has lost a true champion. 
 
Rene was a researcher and writer whose depth and breadth of knowledge was matched only by his generosity. René 
will be missed by all military history professionals, militaria collectors and enthusiasts including those who had the 
pleasure of knowing him, those who had benefited from his help and advice, and those who simply enjoyed his 
friendship. 
 
As it was with Alejandro de Quesada, I was also honoured to nominate Rene for the Club’s Silver Badge for 
Distinguished Service and deliver it to him. With a lifetime of researching, writing and publishing it is hard to not 
come across or use him in reference. Rene was a kind and generous man who openly shared his archival materials, 
collective knowledge and expertise with others. Another life well lived entwined with his support of our hobby. He 
surely will be missed… 
 
Say hi to Alex and Clive for me, I will miss you, Mon Ami! 
 
Respectively submitted by Martin Urquhart (3406) 


